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R E P O R T  

ON THE 

K A N G R A  S E T T L E M E N T ,  

BY 

CEORGE CARIAC BARIES, ESQUIRE. 

THE District of Kot Kangra, with -nominal exceptions, 

conlprizes all the Hill Territory belonging to 
Introduction. 

the British Government, situated between the 

Rivers Envee and Sutlej. It extcnds from Shahporc near the 

Ravee on the West, in Lat. 33"301, Long 7So 45', to tlie borders 

of Chineae Tartary in Lat. 3z0, Long. 78O10'. The Northern 

extremity touches up011 Ladakh, and the Soutllern limits of the 

district rest upon thc plains of tlie Baree and .Julundhur Doabs. 

Tlle area contained within these general confines can only 

be conjectured, sixice R glscat portion has not 
E u t ~ r e  District. 

bccn, and nlay never be, surveyed. T l ~ e  entire 

apactA inay be rouglily cstiniated at 8,000 square miles. Three 

of the l'u~ijab l?irel.a, tlie Beas, the Ravee, and the Chenab, take 

their rise within this tract. Various races ofmen, belonguig to 

distinct types of the human family, and speaking different lan- 

guages, are distributed over its surface. Here are I-Iills just raised 

above the level of the plain, and mountaiu crests higher 'than 



any peak of the Andes. Every zone of climate and variety of 

vegetation is here to be Inet with, from the scorching hest, and 

exuberant growth of the tropics, to barren heights destitute of 

verdure, and capped with perpetual snow. 

3.-This vast extent of country is too comprehensive and 

varied to fall under any general description. 
Div~sion into two 

parts. I t  breaks naturally into two divisions which, 

for the sake of clcarness, I propose to follo~v. The first, which 

I shall designate Kangra Proper, comprizcs all the lowcr I-iills, 

and covers a snrfacc equal to 3,700 square miles. Thc second 

division consists of a wild and lnountairious rcgion including 

the provinces of Kooloo, Lnhoul and Spiti, aricl occupying an 

area not less than 5,000 square miles. 

3.-Kangra l'roper is a long irregular tract of' country, 

running Xorth-West and South-East. Its cs- 
Kangra l'roper. 

treme length is 108 miles, and the average 

1,readtll about 30 inilcs. The cniirc superficial contents arc 

2,700 sqnare miles. On tlircc siclcs it is bounded by Native 

States. On the West flows the River Ravee, which divides thc 

Distric,t from the Territory of Jumoo. On the North a stu- 

pendous range of mountains, culminating to a height of 16,000 

fect above tlle Sea lcvel, separates Kangrn from the Hill prin- 

cipality of Chumba. 0 1 1  the East are the Nativc Statcs of Mnn- 

dee arid Kuloor, arid a narrow slip of count]-y connecting Knn- 

gra with the subordinate Province of Kooloo. Along the 

Southern frontier lie tlie lcvel tracts of the Barec ancl Joluu- 

dliur Doabs, represented each by the Districts of' Deaianugt~r, 

ailcl Booskcearpouy, 
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4.-Kanpa consists of a scries of parallcl ranges, divided 

by longitudinal valleys, the gcnernl direction 
Parallel Rangcs. 

of ~vhich, from North-West to Soutli-East, havo 

determined the shape of tlic District. Tllcsc ridges and valleys 

increase gradually in  elevation as they recedc from thc plains, 

and approach tlie snowy barrier which forms the Korthern 

l3oundar-y. The characteristic features of Hill and Valley are 

best clcfined wherc nearest to the plains. Tl~us, the border 

c-li:lin, which separates tlle level tracts uf tlic Doab from tlic 

Hills, runs in an uiiifornl course from Hqjeepoor on the Beas, to 

Roopur on the Banks of the Sutlej. Tlle Valley which it 

incloses, known as  the JLISWU~ Doon," preserves the same re- 

gular simplicity, and stretches in one unbro1;en parallel to the 

mnie extremes. But the further we penetrate inta tlie interior 

of this inonntain system, the less these distinctire linenments are 

maintained. Hills dissolve illto gentle slopes and platforms of 

table land, and valleys become con~ulsed and apheaved, so as no 

longer to be dietinguislied froin t.he ridges ml~icli environ thein. 

5.-Thc sccoiici range is lrnorn~l as tlie Jus~~--un cllain of 

hills. I t  forills the Korthern flank of tlle J uwvnn 
Jaswlln Range. 

valley, and runs clirectly parallel to tlic outcr ridge, 

until it iiears the Sutlej. Here some internal causes linve ill- 

terveneci to disturb the even tenor of its linc. Deviating in a 

slight c11r1~e to the South, the rangc clivides itself into two dis- 

tinct branches, preserving tlie same direct.ion, and giving birth to 

a small secluded valley known By the local name of Chokce 

Kotlcr, once tlie limits of a Hill princiy:~lity. 

6.-Above this range. hill and dale are so ixitcrminglcd 



tliat tlic S!-stein of alternate riclges ailcl rvnllcys 
Upl~cr  Rrnges. 

cnil~iot be distiiictly trr~cecl. Tlie order oi nr- 
4 

rangement becollles frequently reversed. Thc valleys are raised 

to the dignity aiid stature of the inc los i~~g  hills, ancl tllc llills are 

depressed to the level of the subjacelit \.alleys. Tr:tnsverse 

ranges occasi~~ial ly  protrudc tlieii~selv~s, ancl tend inoro cotnl~lcte- 

l y  to perplex the vier\-. Escept clctncliecl pieces of hill, such as 

tlie clear bold outline of the range wliicli overl~angs tlie to~vil of 

Joala ,Ilookliee, and tlie noble, tliough limited, valleys wliicll 

adorn the base of the snowy r a ~ ~ g e ,  tllere is notliing, to the, 01.- 

clinary observer, to mark tlie operation of tliosc gcnernl laws 

\vliicli liave governcd tlie structure of tliesc liills. To liis appre- 

liension, t l ~ c  country must appear a confused and undulating 

inass, with perliaps esccptionnl breaks to redeem it from the I-C- 

proacll of utter disorder. But to tlie practical geologist, tlie or- 

ganization of tlie liills will be visible even amidst this seemiiig 

chaos. His c\-c will not h i1  t o  detect the peculiar forillntiolls 

wliicll clcnote tlie pl*esence of tlie d i ~ i d i u g  ranges, and \\.ill slip- 

l,lv tllosc l i l i l i  in tlic coiitinuity of the cllsin, n-hich disturbing 

causcs inay llavc occnsiol~ally effaced. Valleys ho~vcver trails- 

formecl, will Le valleys to l l i~n  w l ~ o  looks not to accidental 

disguises, but to tlic primary characteristics which nature herself 

]ins ordained. 

7.-The colossnl range of inou~~tninu, wllicl~ boullde Kan- 

gra to tlie North, dcscl.ves more than tliis pass- 
T11c C1111mb.z or 

" s n o n ~ "  l:a'lgc. ills ilcsci-iption. Althougll tlie direction of 

this range is i n  gencml coilforinity to tliat of the lowcr bills, yet 

t l ~ e  altitudc i~ so rastly superiur, ailcl the rtroctl~rc so distinct, as 



)to t q a i r e  a separate netice. In other parts of thc Rimalaya, 

ihe effect ofthe snowy mountains is softened, if not injured, by 

intermediate ranges, and the mind is gradually prepared by a 

k i n g  succession of hills, fur the etripendous heights which ter- 

minate the m n e .  I3ut in Kangra there ia nothing to intercept 

6 e  view. The lower hille appear, by comparison, like ripples 

dn the surface ofthe eea,-and the eye rests, uninterrupted, on a 

ahain of mountains which attain an absolnte elevation of 13,000 

feet above the valleys spread out at their basc. 

8 . 4  know no spot in the Himalaya, which for beauty or 

grandeur, can compete with the Kangra valley, and these over- 

shadowing hilla. No scenery, in my opinion, presents such sub- 

lime and delightful contra~te. Below lies the plain a picture of 

rural loveliness and repose. The surface is covered with the 

richest cultivation, irrigated by streams which descend from 

perennial snows, and interspersed with homesteads buried in 

the midst efgroves and fruit tmee. Turning from this scene of 

peaceful beauty, the stern and majeatic bills confront us. Their 

sides are furrowed with precipitous water-conrses. Forests of 

Olak clothe their flanks, and higher up give place to gloomy and 

huereal pines. Above d l ,  cue wastes of snow ar  pyrarnida! 

masses of granite too perpendicular for the snow to rest on. 

%-The structure of these mountains is essentially different 

from that of the lower hills. I pretend to no 
RemarkableGeo- 

S,OgicJdm. geological knowledge, but I believe the outer 

hills, a e q t  the ridge nearest the plains, are principally compos- 

ed of mriaolored marls and secondary sandstone. In the snowy 

Range the highest peaks belong to the priuary formations. 
B 
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Almost every series of the stratified aurface of the earth in  

here exposed to view, and in an order apparently opposed 

to the Era in which they mere formed. Granite, the oldest 

rock, has pierced through later formations and crowns the 

entire mass. The flanks of the range consist of slate, limestone, 

and secondary sandstone, in position seemingly reversed to their 

natural arrangement, that is, the sandstone which was deposited 

latest and above the rest, now occupies the lowest place. To 

m y  experience, there are few spots in the world which, in so li- 

mited an area, present such varieties and afford such facilities to 

the geologist. The Range is in fact a fracture of the world's 

crust, a specimen of the various strata by which the globe is en- 

circled, an epitome indeed of nearly all that geological science 

aspires to demonstrate. 

10.-The heights of these ridges and the interlying 1-al- 

leys, increase in n progressive ratio as they re- 
Relative Heights 

of Ranges. cede from tlle plains. The elevation of the 

Doab, at tlie stations of Boodee Pind and Hoslieearpoor, is be- 

tween 900 and 1,000 feet above the level of the Sea. The al- 

titude of thc first range of hills, I have no means of deducing, 

but the highest parts cannot exceed 2,400 feet. The elevation 

of the town of Oonah, in the Juswun Doon, is 1,404 feet, and 

may be taken as tlie mean level of the Valley. The Fort of 

Sola-Singha, ml~ich stands on one of the highest points of the 

next mnge, has been calculated, by Trigonometrical observation, 

to be 3,896 fcet l~igli, ancl the temple of Joala Mookhee, in the 

Valley below, lins an clcvation of 1,358 feet. A Trigonometri- 

cal tower at Gooinbar, a station on the range above the temple, 



i s  recorded at 3,900 feet. Beyond this point the h i s  become 

too interlaced to pursue the comparison with any profit, but the 

gradual ascent of the country will Le shewn by a few of the 

ascertained heights in the Kangra valley, and of the most re- 

markable hills in the neighbourhood. The Kangra Fort, situat- 

ed on a small alluvial eminence, is 2,494 feet. Nagrota, a vil- 

lage in the centre of the Valley, is 2,891 feet. Bhuwarneh, a 

market town in the Palum division is 3,270 feet. Putheear and 

Asapooree, two insulated hills, intersecting the Valley, are res- 

pectively 4,596 and 4,685 feet, and the highest Peak of the 

snowy range surmounting the whole is 15,956 feet. The pro- 

gressive rise of the country will be exemplified more clearly 

by placing the heights of the successive ranges and valleys in 

juxta-position :- 

Through the kindness of the Surveyor General and his As- 

sistant, Mr. Mulheran, I h a ~ e  been furnished with the heights of 

many other places, which I shall add as an Appendix to this rc- 

port, but my object here is to seize upon prominent land-marks 

Roodee Pind, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Hajeepoor, 

First range, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Oona in Juswun Valley,. 

. . . . . . . . .  Sola Singha, on second range, 
. . . . . . . . . . . .  Joala blookhee, Temple, 

Goombur Hill station, on third range ,... ... 
Kangra Fort, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Kangra Valley, 
Ditto ditto, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Puthcear Fort, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Snowy Peak above Valley, . . . . . . . . . . . .  

BY TRIGONOMETRICAL 
OBSERVATION ABOVE sm 

LEVEL. 

937 
1,106 
2,4 00 
l .401 
3 896 
1,958 
3,600 
2,4 94 
2,891 
3,273 
4,596 

15,956 

(conjectural.). 
Valley. 
Ridge. 
valley. . 
Ridge. 

Valley. 

Ridge. 
Ridge. 



and to elucidate, with their assistance, the general contour cd tts 

District. 

11.-The breadth of these ranges, and the distnnw they lie 

from each other, is very uncertain &d arbitrary. 
Brmdth of Ran- 

ges. In  the ridge which bounds the plains an uni- 

form width is the peculiar cbnracteristic of the chain. The base 

is about twelve miles broad, and the sides descend in nearly 

equal angles from the summit. The second range does not posseee 

the Bame simplicity of structul-e, though generally more regular 

than sny of the ranges to the North. In its upper portion, the ap- 

pearance and breadth of the range is nearly analogous to the one 

[.have just described. The declivities on either ff ank slope gra- 

dually down, affording sites for Villages and terraced cultivation. 

But when the chain divides into two separate b r a n o h ,  the aspect- 

is essentially altered. The hills rise abruptly from the Valley 

below,and the w e n t  on both sides becomes toilsome and severe. 

The inclination is too great for any thing but forest and under- 

wood to grow. There is usually, however, a g o d  deal of table 

land-at the top, and thmgh the sides are uninhabited the crdt 

sf the range is ocmpied by villages and assiduously culti- 

vated. 

12.-To the North of &is range, the hills run into eve17 

variety of form and structure. Some rear them- ' 
Appearance of 

the 'pper S C ~ V C S  like mlirel barriers, and on the Southern 

face present a wild and forbidding aspect. The crest too is 

rugged and angular with scarcely room for the foot to trcad. 

But the Northern flank will offer tlie most striking contrast. 

The descent becomes graddHl and easy, and tLe jungle and 
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rocks, which obstructed the traveller on the other side, give 

way to open fields and farm-houses, extending in successive tiers 

to the stream below. Such is the contour of the Snowy range 

itself. Its appearance towards the plains is abrupt and perpen- 

dicular, while the Northern spurs sweep in long and gentle 

slopes to the river Ravee. In other parts again the entire range 

will be covered with dense woods, unrelieved by a single trace 

of civilized life. Here and there, on crags more than usually 

steep, will stand s hill fort, once the scene of border hopes and 

jealousies, but now a mass of dismantled ruins deepening the 

original solitude of the place. Occasionally the hills subeide into 

undulating knolls, scarcely to be distinguished from the level of 

the valleys. Here the accessible character of the countly has 

early attracted settlers, and the whole expanse teems with the 

fruits of human industry. 

13.-The distance, intervening betmecn these parallel chains, 

is also capricious and irregular. The only v d -  
Valleys ; General 

description. ley with ally pretensions to symmetrical ar- 

rangement, is the Juswull Doon, which is cnclosed by continu- 

ous ridges fro111 the Beas to the Sutlej, and maintains, 

througllout, an uniform breadth and surface. It is not in my 

District, bnt as a part of the same system, influencing and elu- 

cidating the other portions of the Hills, I have frequently 

occasion to refer to it. The average width is about tell 

miles. The limits of the next valley, though less clearly defin- 

ed, is distinctly traceable from Dutwal, on the borders of Kuhloor, 

to Shahpoor on the banks of the Ravee. I t  runs the entire 

length of the District, and trarerses the perglmas of Nadown, 
c 



I-Il1reepour and Noorpour. At tlic South-Eastern cxtrcmity, 

t l ~ c  valley is little more than a ravine betncen the ridges that 

cirviroil ia The surfacc is extremely rugged and broken, and 

from point to point, is scarcely five nriles broad. Across tllc 

Beas, which intersects the valley at Nadorvn, the space widens 

and underneath tlre town and fortress of Hureepoor, expands 

into a noblc and fertile plain inferior only to thc valleys that skirt 

the Snowy riciigc. Beyond Hurccl~oor the country again ' be- 

comes contractecl and uneven, and with few exceptions wears 

thc saine appearance until i t  rcaclles the Rnvce. 

1.i.-The upper Talleys of I<angra are wvrthy of the 

range under ml~ose shelter they are cmbosomed. 
Upper V;rlleys. 

As this gigantic chain surpasses all its fellows in 

sublimity and grandeur, so tlre ICnngra plateau for beauty, rich- 

ness and capacity, stands equally ~mrivnlled. The length may 

bc computed at twenty-six rnilcs, and the breadth is irregular. 

Towards the Eastern cstrenlity the Valley estcnds in onc conti- 

nuous slope, from tllc bass of the hills to the bed of the river 

Bcas, a distance of twenty miles. Near the town of Kangra a se- 

ries of low tertiary hills eireroaches upon its limits, and reduces 

t l ~ c  width to twelvc miles. Higher up in a North-westerly direc- 

tion, the Valley becomes still more confined, ancl is at last termi- 

nated by a low lateral range, covered with dwarf oaks, an offset 

from the upper hills, After ,z short interval continuations of tbc 

same basin again rc-appear, but in the Native state of Chumba 

beyoilcl BIC borders of Kangra Proper. Though on a smaller 

scale they are distinguislled by the same picturesque positioil 

:incl exnber:rnt fertility which characterise the lower portions. 



15.-These Valleys by no means prcsent a general even- 

ness of surface. Their contour is pleasantly 
Qsncral nppcar- 

ance. broken by transverse ridges and numerous 

streams mhidl descend from the mountains above. A hundred 

canals, filled with clear water, interscct tlic area in all dircctions, 

and convey the blessings of irrigation to every field. Trees and 

illants of opposite zones are here intermingled, and Alpinc vege- 

tation contends for pre-eminencc with the growth of the tropics. 

The bamboo, the pcepul and the mnngoe, attain a luxuriance 

not excelled in Bengal, ~vllile firs and dwarf oaks, the cherry, the 

barberry and the dog-rose flourish in their immediate vicinity, 

Among cereal productions, rice and maize alternatc with wheat, 

linseed, and barley : and three-fifths of the soil yield double crops 

ill the course of the year. The dwellings of the people arc 

seldonl grouped together, but lie sprinkled in isolated spots 

over the whole Valley, Every house is encircled by a 

hedge of bamboos, fruit trees and other timber useful for do- 

mestic wants. Sometimes a cluster of five or six houses occurs, 

and here a grain-dealer's shop and extensive groves denote the 

Iiead-quarters of the township. These scattered homesteads, the 

pictures of sylvan elegance and comfort, relieve the monotonous 

cspanse of cultivation, and lend an additional cllam to the 

landscape. 

16.-There are nlountainous masses still undescribed, mbick 

it is dificult to bring. under either of the broad 
C011cluding dcs- 

cription. distinctions of ridge or Valley. If thcy fill 

under either definition they should propcrly be classed as val- 

leys, nlthougll in s h q x  nnd aspect they more resemble hills. Be- 
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sides being contained within the ~ara l le l  chains, and on the area 

that mould be occupied by the valley, they belong to a later 

formation. Instead of the secondary sandstone we have a clay 

soil, and rounded pebbles mixed with conglomerate rocks. 8uch 

for instance are the low alluvial eminences which constitute the 

Talooquas of Burgiraon, Teera, Muhul Sloree, and that portion 

of Rajgeeree south of the river Beas. An English traveller, 

Mr. Vigne, passing through the hills of IIuhul Moree, compared 

them, not inaptly, to an agitated Sea suddenly arrested and fix- 

ed into stone. The crests are like angry waves succeeding one 

another in tumultuous array, and assuming the most fantastic 

forms. Viewed from a distance when the tops alone are visible, 

these hills have a bleak and barren aspect. Their sides are of- 

ten bare and precipitous, and it is a peculiarity of the tract 

that it is entirely destitute of forest trees. Not a hut is to be seen, 

not a singlc field to relieve and gladden the eye. Approach 

nearer, and how sudden and agreeable the surprise ! Be- 

tween these dreary hills, are romantic glades and hollowe, 

resonant with the busy hum of men and the lowing of 

cattle. Cottages nestle under the hill side, and the corn 

waves luxuriantly protected from the winds that desolate the 

heights above. 

17.-Such are the prominent fen tures of this interesting 

region. I am conscious of many and serious defects of descrip- 

tion, but so general a sketch must needs bc imperfect : and to 

do full justice to the endless variety of scene would require a 

far abler and morc imaginative pen than mine. 

18.-The Beas is the principal river, and with few cxccp- 
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tions receives the entire drainage of these  hill^. 
The Beas. 

I t  r ises in the snowy mountains of Kooloo, a 

portion of the District I have rescrved for future description, 

and after trarcrsing ICooloo, and the Native principality of &Inn- 

dee, enters upon Gangra Proper, at  Sunghole in ~ a l o o ~ u a  Raj- 

geeree on the eastern frontier. From this point the river pur- 

sues a South-westerly course, and piercing the Joala Mookhee 

range of hills, descends upon the second of our longitudinal 

valleys at  Nadown. Here the Juswun chain obstructs its fiu- 

ther passage to the South, and the stream trends to the North- 

west in a direction parallel to the strike of the hills. At Meer- 

t,hul gliat, beyond Hajeepoor, the hills subside, and the liberat- 

ed river, sweeping round their base, flows in an uninterrupted 

line towarcls the plains and the Sea. 

19.-The direct distance from Sunghole to Meerthul, is 

about 65 miles, and the meandering line of the river about 130 

miles. From Sunghole to Reh, in perguna Noorpoor, the river 

generally maintains one channel. Below this point i t  divides 

into three branclie,o, ancl sllortly after passing Meerthul, is again 

re-united into one stream. The elevation of the bed of the Beas 

at  Sungholc is 1,920 feet, and at Meerthul, about 1000 feet, which 

gives an amrage fall of seven feet to every mile of river course. 

20 -Althongh t l ~ c  current is broken by frequent rapide, 

tllerc are ferries along the whole line where 
I'erries and C(I.OPS- 

i ~ ~ g s .  boats ply, with safety, all the year round. The 

highcst place on tlie river whcre a boat is used, is at  &Iundee 

Xugur, the Head-Quarters of the Mundee State, 2,557 feet above 

the Sea. The next point is Sunghole, where Kangra Proper be- 



ging; Fro' gun@ole to Meerthul there are eleven ferries, 

chiefly opposite l r rge- toms o r o n  high roads. At  the Teera 

fenj, ootnk~inication~ by boat, is suspended during the height of 

tbg&&a,-owing to the dangeroue velocity1 of the cm-rent and 

tb,&ky &aaobs a{ the sbannd. .Between these ferries tliere 

m . $ m T d u e  petty orossinga, where travellers and goods are 

ca+i.ldd;'&a dureyees" or inflated skins. The people ~ v h o  

hk)Crlim* akin& ark Bindoos of-low caste, bat bold and skilful 

iwith&i~ll&ig: )They will launch out on the heaviest floods, 

wh& b'd wohH be utterly unmanageable. The plier balances 

~ri~skIf:&itlklriis beWy resting across the skin, the hands in front, 

azidbthd l&&/ unincumb~red~ hanging on the other side. In his 

dght'bilnd h& ctwi-ie~ i ~ . a ~ d l  paddle, and his legs nrc worked in 

rmison with the movements of the hand. The traveller sits 

as&&! M%he'~kin,  indining himself forward over the balanced 

hod$: af9khe cor~dr~eto~.- Gometimer another d ~ l r e ~ e e "  will 

accdhpaky, for, ssfety, and cnrry the traveller's load. In riolen t 

flo6'kq *ben. the waves are high, accidents sometimes o c m .  The 

skid 6obed in oohtact with a wave, and the shock unseats tile 

inbf baiended my-farer. But the plier and his skin scldoru 

@r%&ompany, ancl are alinost sure to come to shore. These 

skiiil me ~ d e  of the sewed hide of the' buffalo, rendered air- 

tight: 

. 1 ,  

$l . -~he river is at the lowest during the winter months 
I .  . l 

Sensons of Ebb of December, January and February. 1;~- that 
and, Flood. ,, ? ' ' l  

timc tlic accession of vateh caused by springs 
~, 

' ' . I '  

renovated bp the:% autumnal rains has subsided, and the store- 

hd&ks of snow Are locked in the rigours of frost. During this 



seasoil themater is .clear and tl-ansparcnt. The river +mur~nu~-.r 

gently ov- ~tony~rapids,  or rcposes in deep pellucid lagoons. 

After Febnlaly the current gradually increases, the snows begin 

to yidd before the heats of appr~aching summer, ancl the water 

gets daily more discolored, and the stream more rapid nntil tllr 

periddim1 rairrs commence. During July and,August, the floods 

am at their height. The broad fitony bed s f  the liver is a sheet 

ot' \vater, every rock and Islarld is temporarily sntrmerged, ant1 

the distinctions of reach and rapid are lost in oric hoarse, tur- 

bid and impctnous current. 

??,-During the winter months, the river becomes fordable, 

pnrticl~larly in places where the stream is divi - 
Fortl?. 

ded into two or more channels. I h a ~ e  addccl 

a list of the Ferries and Forcls as an Appendix to this Report. 

23:-The principal tributaries of the Bcns, during its course 

through Icangra Proper, descend from the lofty 
Tributaries. 

range which 'divides the district from Chumba. 

The first of these is the Binon ~vhich rises in the Hills abore 

Reijonath, a celebrated hill shrine, and af'ter ~neceiving the 

.Awah, a snow-born stream, and t1vo or tllree ~ninor afflnents, joins 

the Beas abore Sunghole. This river is remarkable as the 

I:oundary, during the greater part of its courJe, between Jlundee 

and R a n p  ; next comes the Xigool, x stream ml~icll discharges 

itself into the main artery opposite Teera Shoojhanpoor. Tllcn 

slicceed the Bun Gnnga" ivnning under the walls of ICangra, 

the Guj," memorable as the route by which the siege 

train, under Brigadier Wheeler, in 1846, attained the upper val- 

leys; and the L' Dehr," which flows past the fortress of Kotila. 
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All these rivers have their source in the Snowy range. Beyond 

t.hesc is thc " Bool," rising in the lower hills between the per- 

gunas of Hureepoor and Noorpoor, and lastly comes tlic 

' c  Chukee," descending from the mountains of Chumba, and di- 

viding its waters between the Beas and the Ravee. These are 

the principal feeders which entcr on the right bank of the river ; 

each of the streams, before reaching the Beas, is swelled by the 

accession of many pctty rivulets, and is the centre in itself of n 

separate system of drainage. 

24.-The tributaries on the left bank are few and unim- 

portant. The l~ills on that side are low and 
Tributaries onleft 

bank of river. scantily fiirriished with springs. Two streams, 

the l L  Koonak " and the 'l MBn" join the Beas, near Nadown, 

and allother, the 1Yestei-n Swan, mingles its waters near Tilwa- 

ruh ghaut. These are the only perennial strean~fi, and the volume 

of them all m~ould not equal the smallest of the, Korthern afflu- 

ents. Soch are tlie bcneficent results protluced by a mounbi~l  

range like the snowy boundary of 1Cangl.a. It is an eternal re- 

servoir of moistiirc covering the valleys wit11 verdure and plen- 

ty. Beyond their influence the coluntry becomes dry and rus- 

set-coloured, and tlic fields are dependent on the rains of Hea- 

ven. 

25.-The Northem tributaries, on their caul-sc to the Beaa, 

are a11 available for the yurposcs of irrigation. 
IV h a t nraileblc 

for irrigation. The Binoa traverses a clificult country, and, eu- 

cept near its soiirce, runs profitless to its termination. 'I'hc 

Awah arid Nigool are proverbially the life-blood of tlle Palum 

valley. The Bun Gunga and the Quj have double uscs, and 
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after irrigating the upper valleys of ICangra and Rihloo, descend 

t,o fertilize the level expanse beneath Hureepoor, called the 

L L  H d  Doon." The Dehr, the Boo1 and the Chukee, each ac- 

cording to its extent, diffuses abundance along their banks : and 

the Beas itself as it debauches upon the plains, supplies water 

to the Noorpoor Talooquas of Kheirun and Indoura on this side, 

and to Hajeepoor, in the Hosheearpoor district, on the other. 

36.-The Man and Koona run in deep channels, and yield 

not their waters for the purposes of irrigation. The Western 

Swan is a slender unprofitable stream lost in a wide and stony 

channel. 

27.-All these streams become angry and dangerous torrents 

in the rfiins. Those that rise in the snowy range remniu sur- 

charged for days and utterly impassable. At all times, during this 

season, the passage is one of difficulty and hazard, par-ticularly 

in the upper part of the river's course. For the bed of the 

stream is choked with boulders thrown off from the mighty 

mountains above, and the fall is so rapid that fern can stem, with 

safety, the velocity of the current. Once the footing is lost it is 

never recovered, and the unfortunate traveller is whirled to his 

fate against the roclcs below. Lower d o m  when boulders cease 

and the stream runs smooth, inflated skins are used for crossing. 

28.-The District merely touches upon the Ravee. The ac- 

tual distance from Bisaolee, the highest point, 
The h v e e .  

to the borders of the Deenanugur jurisdiction, 

is eighteen miles, and the winding course of the river is about 

twenty-eight miles. The Ravee rises in the Snowy mountains 

which divide the ICooloo and Rooghnhnl pergunas of this district 
E 



h m  the bill State of C%umba. The Ranptt  Snowj. range b 

&e water-shed line betkeen the basins of the Ravee and the 

Bens. Confinkd by these mountains, the river pursues a westerly 

eourse i,tRZil it 6nds an outlet to the plains at Bisaolee ghat. 

go.-On this part of the Ravee there are three established 

ferries where boats are used. Above Bisaolee 
Ferries, Fords, &c. 

boats di, not ply. The character of the river 

is similar to the Beas. The floods and ebbs occlir at just 

the eame sehsons, and du'ring the depth of winter, the river is 

fordable wherever the channel widens. A list of the Fords and 

Ferries will be given in an Appendix. 

30.-On the eastern extremity the disti-ict of Kangra Proper 

impinges on the Sutlej. During the upper part 
The Sntlei. 

of its course, the perguna of Kooloo cxposes 

a hont of several miles to the river, and contributes many tri- 

butaries. Leaving Kooloo, the river winds through independ- 

ent States, and again re-appears as the boundary of the District, 

dividing the remote Talooqvas of Bucheirtoo and Kotlehr from 

the hill principality of Kuhloor. The direct distance traversed 

by the Sutlej along this border, is twenty-five miles, and the 

meandering line is about thirty-three miles. There are only 

two regular ferries as the country on both banks is secluded and 

entirely agricultural, Boats and inflated skins are the means of' 

crossing, and the river is too large and rapid to be fordable 

at any season. . , 

31.-I propose to give a sketch of the Political History of 

this region, from thc earliest times to the pre- 
Political Histo- 

ry. sent day. I shall not linger upon thosc romantic 
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tales and superstitions which enshroud the origin of a1.l nations, 

2nd more especially of a Highland people. Such digressiolls can- 

not sellre any useful purpose, and would not possess the slender 

recommendation of being agreeable to read : but of the promis- 

cuous mass of fable and traclition, 1 shall eniteavour to select such 

facts as appear to me clear and trustworthy, atld to  place them 

in as connected a form as I can commahd. 

32.-Froin time imlneinorial tllese hills have bcen inhabit- 

ed bp I-Iincioo races living under the Govern- 
Kangra Principa- 

,lity. ment of their Native kings. Among these petty 

States, the first, the oldest, and the most extensive, was Rangra. 

I t  is a popular saying that between the Sutlej and the Chenab 

there are twenty-two principalities, eleven on this and eleven on 

the other side of the Ravee. Amongst one 
" The Kangra cluster 

1s stylerl the Jolundor 
circle, and the Junloo nsscinblage of Kings* l<anpa is the ac- 
principalities are designat- 
ed the Dogra circle. kilomledged head, as Jumoo is consider- 

1 Chumba. 
2 Noorpo&, 
3 Seeba, ed paramount among the dominions across 
4 Dutarpoor, 
5 Goleir, 
6 Juswun, the river. According to the local legend 
7 Sookeit, 
8 Mundee, the Ku toch family, as the house of Kangra 
9 Kooloo, 

10 Bhoogshul, extinct, 
11 Kangra, is designated, is not of human origin. The 

first Raja sprang to life in full proportions, like llinerva from tho 

brain of Jove, created from the perspiration off the brow ot the 

'Goddess enshrined at Kangra. His name was 'L Bhoom Chund," 

the progenitor of a line of 500 kings, whose names are recorded 

ih elaborate lists. The ancient name of his Kingdom was 

bL Trigart," being an evident attempt to identify the dy~lasty 

with the princes of Trigurta" mentioned in the ' llaha- 

bhrut, - 
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33.-It is idle to analyze so manifest a fable. The other 

parts of the legend are scarcely less mythologi- 
Extreme Antiqui- 

ty. cal than the claim to divine origin. The long- 

drawn catalogue of kings, must be regarded as mainly fictitious; 

our own annals from William to Victoria comprise only thirty-six 

reigns, extending 0ver.a period of 800 years. By the same rule 

the date of Bhoorn Chund would be eleven thousand years ago ! 1 

believe also there is no sufficient authority for restricting the di- 

.mensionq of Trigurt, to the past or present limits of the Kangra 

principality. " Trigurt" is a Sunscrit compound ; meaning a 

triangular space between three notable land-marks. The Tri- 

gurta of the Mahabharut probably included the whole Punjab. 

The original Kingdom had long since fallen into decay, but the 

name was ingeniously assumed by the Pundits of Kangra, to give 

their country a resting-place in the Chronology of Hindoostan. 

34.-Boastful and illusory as the local accounts are, there 

is no reason to question the extreme antiquity 
Casual notices of 

in His- of the ICutoch monarchy. The " Mountain 
t oriane. 

Kings" on the north of tlie Punjab are referred 

to, by the Greek Historians of .Alexander's expedition, more than 

300 years before the Christian era ; and Ferishta, in his introduc- 

tory chapter, narrating the exploits of a former king of Kunaoj, 

who overran the hills from Kumaon to Kashmere, subduing 500 

petty Chiefs, distinctly alludes to the Raja ol  Nugurkote or l' Kote 

Kangra." The time when this conqueror flourished is within 

the limits of authenticated history, and about tlie 20th Sum- 

but of Vikramajeet, or nearly 1,900 years ago. The ancient ori- 

gin of the family is still further corroborated by the number of 
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its brandies and the extent of country over which it has spread. 

Throughout the lower hills, from thc Sutlej to the Ravee, there 

is scarcely a class of any mark that does not trace its pedigree to 

thc Kutoch stock. Four independent principalities, Juswan, 

Hureepoor, Seeba and Datarpoor, have bcen founded by mem- 

bers from the parent House. The fraternity of 'l Soodoo" Raj- 

poets, with their scren " Raos" or Chiefs, who occupy the Juswan 

valley between Oona and Roopur, claim to be descended from 

thc same source. The powerful colony of Illdoureea Rajpoots, 

a t  the other extrenlity of the district, boast that their ancestcr 

was an emigrant Kutoch. But who was the original founder ; 

whence he came ; how many centuries ago ; by what means his 

dominion ~vas  acquired and consolidated, are questions which 

can ncver be solved, sillcc thcir solution is lost in the ob- 

scurity of time. The infancy of the State and its gradual de* 

relopment, are matters beyond ercn tlie reach of conjecture, 

and the earliest traditions extant refer to the Icutoch monarchy, 

as a power which had already attained the rigour of maturity. 

%.-In its palrniest days, Kangra inay hare conlprised the 

whole of the lower hills, from the Rsme to the 
r x q t  a~ld prrccnt 

l i~n i t s  of 1(:111gra 
1'1 111, ip<~Ii ty .  Sutlej. Its authority, I think, never extended, 

at least not permanently, into the level portions 

of the Punj:ll>. For the physical distillctiolls of highlands and 

plains are, usually, the bounds of Political dominion. A chief of 

the lower country rarely holds Tcrritory in the hills, and tlie 

converse of the proposition still more seldom happens. Many 

centuries ago, SO long ago that a11 consanguinity l ~ a s  ceased mid 

intermarriages take place, ercn among a people to whom mar- 
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riage, nit11 blood relations, is a heinous crime, a nlenlber of the 

l<utoch family severed himself from Kangra, and set up an iiide- 

pcndent State in Juswan. About 600 years ago, L' Hurcey~oor 

Goleir," including probably Seeba and Dutarl~oor, became a se- 

parate jurisdiction ; and shortly afterwards, two younger brothers 

of the Hureepoor Chief following the esample of the house, estab- 

lishecl, each, a new line of Kings at Seeba and Dutarpoor. Thus, 

Kangra shorn of its original proportions, became reduced to those 

limits which have remained unaltered to the prcsent day. I t  in- 

cludes a11 the Talooquas (except those noted in 
Gurlee. 
Kublolia. the margin*) now coinprehcnded in tlie fiscal 
Chokee Iiotlelir. 
Eussye U~~chheirtoo. pcrgunas of K;tngra, Ichas, and Xadown. 

36.-The separation of I-Iureepoor from Kangra, occurred 

uncler such peculiar circumstances, and appa- 
IInrccyoor l'rul- 

cipality. rently so trustworthy, that I shall make no apo- 

logy for narrating them. Hureecliund, the Raja of Kangra, 

was out hunting in thc neighbourhoorl of Hursur, a village of 

Goleir, -still famous for its extensive woods stocked with l-nrious 

kinds of game. By some mishap, he fell into a well unobserv- 

ed by his companions. After a long, but fruitless search, the 

party returned to Kangra, fully impressed with the belief, that 

the King had fallen a victim to some beast of prey. His loss was 

mourned as one who was dead. The funeral rites were com- 

pleted, and liis brother Kurmchund ascenclcd the throne a~niclst 

the congratulations of the country. 

37.-Meanwhile Hureechund was still alive. After tlle lapse 

of several days, the legend says twenty-two, (an e~ idcn t  t'xag- 

geration,) his presence in tlir well was discoverrd by solne shrp- 



herds who managed to extricate him. His position was enl- 

barrassing. His name had been effaced from the rolls of the 

living, and another ruled in his stead. A retuln to Kangra 

mould cause obvious confusion ; so he wisely resolved not to at- 

tempt the recovery of his birth-right ; but selecting a spot on 

the banks of the Bun Gunga, opposite the district capital of 

Goleir, he built the town and fortress of Hureepoor, called af- 

ter himself, and thence forward, the head quarters of a separate 

principality. Thus, the clder brother rcignecl at Hureepoor 

over much smaller territory, and the younger brother sate, by 

an  accident, on the hereditary throne of the Kutoches. But to 

this day, Goleir (as the Hureepoor country is usually called,) 

takes precedence of Kangra. Goleir is the senior branch, the 

head of the house, and on any occasion, mhen etiquette is ob- 

eerved, the first place is unanilnously conceded to Goleir. 

38.-Since the days of Hureechund, twenty-six generations 

of his descendants have passed away. The ancient limits of his 

principality are preserved almost entire in the present perguna 

of Hureepoor. Dutarpoor is the only omission, as it belongs to 

the District of Hoosheearpoor, and the only addition included for 

fiscal reasons, is Tapa Ghugote, which formerly belonged to 

Juswan. With these two exceptions, the Perguna of Hur- 

eepoor, as it stands in the map of " Zila Kangra," represents 

pretty accurately the extent of Hureechund's possessions. 

39.- As Golcir seceded from Kangra, so Seeb:~ separated 

froin Goleir. In the fourth generation after 
Hcclja l'rit~cipali- 

t Y . Hureechund, a younger brother of the reign- 
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ing Prince, by nome Seeburn Chund, managed to make l i i~nsdf 

i~~drpeodent  in some Talooquas across the Beeas, calling them 

Seel,a after his own name of Seeburn. Tbe domains of 

Seeba proper are maintained in their exact dimensions, under 

tile title of Talooqua Seeba. By a strange coincidence, Seeba 

is again re-united to the jurisdiction of Hureepoor, the head 

quarters of the Police and Revenue authorities of the Divi- 

sion. 

40.-Juswan and Dutnryoor are the two remainiag branchcs 

of the I<utoch family. These States lie beyond 
Jus\ran ant1 DII- 

tarpoor Pri1lcipa1i- iny jurisdiction, in the neighbouring District of 
ties. 

Hoosheearpoor. They are both situated ill the 

longitudinal valley enclosed between the two outermost ranges. 

Juswan has been so long an independent Kingdom, that the date 

of its secession is quite problematical. The territory is a rich 

and fertile vale, drained by the river Swan, and flxnlced on ei- 

ther side by sloping hills. The independence of Dutnrpoor is 

comparatively a recent event. Whether an off-shoot froin 

Seeba or simultaneously established, is an open question which 

I shall not stop to discuss. It  is about half the size of Juswan, 

less fertile but possessing the same pliysical cliaracteristics. 

41 .--Noorpoor is n hill principality to the west of Goleir. 

The original founder was " Too-ur" Rajpoot, 
Koorpoor Princi- 

palily. - an emigrant frorn Delhi. His nanie was Jet Pal, 

sometimes called Rana Bhet. About T O O  years ago, lie establisli- 

txl himself at Puthankote, whence his descendants are called 

Puthaneeas. The first acquisitions of the family were in the 

plains, at the head of the Bnree Doab, and the Huslee canal is 
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saitl to have been projected by one of the earliest Chiefs. Sub- 

sequently, the family appear to have removed to the hille, pro- 

bably for seclusion and safety, as the plains were open to inces- 

sant attack. Noorpoor became the capital, in the reign of Haja 

Basoo, about 230 years ago, and derived its title from Noor 

Jehan, the celebrated consort of the Emperor Jehangeer. Be- 

tween Rana Ehet, and the present representative, thirty gene- 

rations have elapsed. The boundaries of the old principality 

are retained almost errtire in the British perguna of Noorpoor. 

A small tract across the Ravee, formerly belonging to Noorpoor, 

has been given to Goolab Sing, of Jumoo, in exchange for terri- 

tory more conveniently situated. 

42.-There is still another principality, Chorvkee Kotlehr, 

contained within the limits of the Kangra Dis- 
Ct~owkee Iiotlehr 

Principality. trict. It is the snlallest of all the hill King- 

doms on this side of the Sutlej. The territory has been formed 

by a break in the continuity of the second or Juswan chain of 

hills. I have already mentioned, that as this ridge approaches 

the Sutlej, it suddenly divides into two parallel branches, and 

the Valley between them, with a portion of the enclosing hills, is 

the petty State of Kotlehr. The dynasty is one of considerable 

antiquity, and numbers, according to local accounts, forty genera- 

tions. The first Raja was a native of Sumbhul, near Moradabad, 

originally a Brahmin ; but after acquiring temporal power, he 

and his desce~~dants have been co~lsidered Rajpoots or Members 

of the Military class. Kotlehr yields a revenue of about 25.000 

Rupees. ThC name and limits of the territory are still pre- 

served in the present distribution of the country. 
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43.-Prior to the Mahomedan conquest, such of these 

Hindoo Princes as were in existence, may have 
Subject i o n o f 

State3 to a exercised absolute power, independent of alle- 
paramount power. 

giance to a paramount Sovereign. But even in 

the days of Hindoo Empire, they were not secure against inva- 

sion, and occasionally a powerful King, like the Raja of Kunouj, 

would overrun the hills, and place the chiefs under temporary 

44.-So early as 1009, -4. D., the attention of Sultan Ma- 

mood of Ghuznee, the hero of the Somnath 
Conquest of Kan- 

pal by Mamood Of gates, and the zealous propagator of the Moslem 
Ghuznee, 1009 A. D. 

faith, was attracted by the riches and reputation -. 
of the Nugurkote, (Kangra) temple. Having defeated tlie com- 

bined forces of the Hindoo Kings, near Peshawur, he suddenly 

appeared at Kangra, plundered the Temple of incalculable wealth, 

in gold, silver, and jewels, seized the Fort, and left probably a 

permanent Garrison in occupation of the walls. For, thirty-five 

years later, in A .  D. 1044,  the Hindoo Princes, under the guid- 

ance of the Raja of Dellli, after a siege of four months, re-gained 

possession of the Fort and re-instated a fac-simile of the idol 

which Mamood had carried away. 

45.-From this point, till 1360, A .  D., there is a hiatus 

which cannot easily be supplied. It is probable, however, that 

the Hindoos did not enjoy possesvion of this redoubtable strong. 

hold for so long a period. 

46.-In 1360 a. D., Feeroz Toghluk marched against the 
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Raja of Nugurkote. 'I'lre liill (!l~ief w i s ~ l ~  5~1)- 
Iir co~iqr~nst hy 

Pccroz g h I mitted and was reutorctl to his rlorninions. 'I'he 
1360 A. D. 

temple was again given over to plurider and derrr- 

crstton, arrd the idol was despatcher1 to Rleka, and throw~r on the 

high road, to be trodden under foot hy tlre votal-ic.3 of the J'ro- 

])het. On this occasion also, thouglr llre I(:mperor restored the 

country, he probably occupied the Port, for 28 years after, 

(1388 A .  D.) Prince Msmood Toghluk, a fugitive from I)eIIli, 

found :L rcady asylunr at 1ii111g1.n. nlrtl rrrnniu~d in safetv there 

till called to the Empire ill 1:3!#0 A .  D. 

47.-The hills, however, do not appear to Ili*\.e been tho- 

roughly sul~jected to the Imperid rule, until the 
C;ener~l conqu~st  

of the IIills, 
1556, A .  D. 

time of tlre great Akber. in I 5-56 A .  D. 1;erish- 

ta narrates that in that year the vounr Dll~ile- 

ror himself headeci an experlition against Kangra. subduing the 

country aud receiving the. Iiutoch chief, Dhurmchund, with favor 

and liberality. In his reign the Fort of Kangra was permanent- 

ly occupied bp Imperial troops, thc fruitfill vallr!- was reserred 

as an Imperial demesne, and similar confiscations proportioned 

to their means, were made in the territories of the other hill 

Chiefs. These arrangements are said to hare heen caompleted 

by Todur Mul, Akl~er's celebrated chancellor. ;111d there is a 

current sayins in the hills, that when asked, by Akber, as to the 

result of his negotiations, the minister replied that " he had 

cut off the meat and left the bones," espressing, b!- a happy 

metaphor, that he had taken the rich lands nnrl relinquished 

only the bare hills.- 
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48.-Still, the remoteness of the Imperial capital, and the na- 

tural strength of the countlqy, must have encou- 
0i.casional R ~ h e l -  

l i c~rh' l~ !  Hfllprincw. rnged the Rnjpoots to rebel. For, in I B 13 and 

1628, A. n., we find the Emperor lehangeer engaged in chastis- 

ng the hill I'rit~(:es, and in reducing the hills to proper subjee- 

tion. Twenty-two chieftains on this occasiorl promised obedi- 

ence and tribr~te, and ngreed to send hostages to a .  A gate 

of the town of Kangrn, is still calletl in memory of his visit,, the 

" ,Je.hangceree durwazeh," a ~ l d  the Emperor was so fascinated 

with the beauty of the vallry that lie intended, at onc time, to 

build a Summer resitlence. Coinmencement was indeed made, 

and the site still exists in the lanrls of Mouza Gurgure,e : but 

probably the superior attractions of ]<ashmere, which the Em- 

peror immediately afterksrds visited, led to his abandoning the 

design. 

-49.-During the srlrcceding reign of Shall Jellan, the 

31og\rl power attained the highest pitch of pros- 
Shah Jehan, Ze- 

nith of hJaho'''Pdar' i t .  The ~ i g o u r  and arrangement manifest 
zllprernacy 

in every brancl1 of the Government, was felt 

and acknowledged even in this extremity of the Empire. We 

hear no more of revolts and reprisals. The hill Rajas had 

quietly settler1 down into the position of tributtlries, and the 

edicts of the Emperor were received and executed with ready 

obedience. There are Sunuds, still extant, issued between the 

reigns of Akber and Aurungneb appointing individuals to rari- 

ous Judicial and Revenue Offices, such as that of Qazee or 

Qnnoongne or Chomdree. The honoral-y app~llntion is still re- 
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tained in tke family, even where the duties hake become obso- 

lete, and in some instances the present representatives continue 

to enjoy the privileges and powers conferred, by the Emperors, 

upon their ancestors. 

50.-During the period of Mahornedan ascendency the hill 

Princes appear, on the whole, to have been liber- 
1,iberal treatment 

of Hill H+i;Ls "llder ally treated. They still enjoyed a considerable the Empirr. 

share of power, and ruled, unmolested, over the 

extensive tracts \vl~ich yet remained to them. They built forts, 

made war upon each other, and wielded the functions of petty 

sovereigns. the demise of a Chief, his successor paid the fees 

of investiture, and I-eceived a coilfirmation of his title, with an 

Iionoraly dress, from Agm or Delhi. Indeed, tlie simple loyal- 

ty of' the Hill Rajas, appears to havc won the f'nvol- nrrd con- 

fidence of their Moslem superiors ; for we freqi~ently find then1 

deputed on hazardous expeditions, and appointed to places of 

high trust, in the service of the Empire. In  the time of Shah 

Jchan, 1646 A. D., the Raja of Noorpoor, Juignt Chnnd, at the 

liead of 14,000 Rajpoots, raised in his own country, coilductecl 

a most difficult Ijnt successful enterprise against the Uzbeks of 

Balkh and Budatsliair. Elphinstone particularly records tlie 

noble example of the Raja, who sharcd tlic litbors and priva- 

tions of tlle meanest soldier, and borc up, as firmly, against the 

tempests of that frozen region, as against the fierce and repeat- 

ed attacks of the enemy. His health, homerer, was fatally im- 

paired and he scarcely lived to reach liis nntivc Hills. 

51.-In the early part of tllc reign of ilm.ungzcb, 16G1, 



A. D., the Raja Xanciata, grandsoil of Jug- 
Perviccs to the 

Empirerendered by ut Cllunil, was deputed to the charge of Ba- IIill Clliefa. 

illeeall and Ghorbund on the western frontier 

of the Mogul empire, and cight days' journey beyond the city of 

Kabul. Twenty years after he was a second time appointed to 

this honorable post, and created a Bfunsabdar of 2,000 horse. 

52.-In later days, or about 100 years ago, 1758. A. D., 

Raja Ghumund Chund of Kangra, was appoint- 
* Moorcroft's tra- 

vels, Captain J. D. 
Cunningham, ~ s s t .  ed by Ahrned Shah Dooranee, Governor of the 
Pol. Agent, M. S. S. 

Julnndhur Doab* incl udilig the hill country 

between the Sutlej and Ravee. 

53.-The mention of this Afghan Chief brings me to tlle 

days of the dcclinc and fall of the Mogul Em- 
Ahmed Shrh Doo- 

rance . c1.h of pire. 
MogultE%~re. In  the year 1752, A .  D., Ahmed Shah 

obtained the cession of the Punjab, from his 

name-sake, the titular Emperor of Delhi. Tlie vigour and au- 

thority of that splendid dynasty had already passed away, and 

t l ~ c  unfortunate Emperor, harassed by revolt on every side, was 

not in a, position to refuse the aggressive demand. 

54.-From 1752 till 1764 A. D., tlle Punjab remained, no- 

minally, attached tg the Kingdom of Kabul. 
Ascendancy of 

Hill Chiefs. But the same vigour of character which hacl 

secured the territory, was not displayed in the measures adopted 

to retain it. There was, indeed, a viceroy at Lahor, but there 

is reason to believe that the old Mogul Governors were almost 

independent i11 the provinces. Naaab Saeefoolak Khan, the 



commandant of Kangra, nominated by thc 120gul Court,  till 

retained possession of his charge, and notwithstanding the ces- 

sion continued to correspond with the Empcror at Delhi. The 

Hill chiefs, emboldened by the gcneral anarchy that prevailed, 

tesumed their ancient dominions, arid left nothing to the Na~+-ab, 

but the lancls immediately under the walls of the Fort.& 

55.-In 1758 A. D., the Mahrattas, then in the zenith of 

their power, nclvanced their conquests to the 
Conflicts hctwrrn 

Ahrnod 8h:ih and 
the Siklls, 1 ~ 5 8 - ( i ~ .  Indus. I11 1760-61, Alimed Shah, at the head 
A. D. 

of his Afghans, hitherto delayed by insurrec- 

tions nearer home, inflicted upon them a late bat most summa- 

ry vengeance on the memorable field of Paneeput. I11 1763, 

A. D., Ahmed Shah was again summoned from his mountain 

retreat, at  Kabul, to defend his Punjab territories. The assail- 

ants this time were the :Sikh confederacies, who had profited by 

the general disorder, to organize their strength and resources. 

The result of the first conflict was eminently disastrous to the 

Sikhs, and the Afghan King once more triumphantly asserted 

his rule in the Punjab. In 1764, A. IR, the aggressions of the 

Sikhs re-called Ahmed Shah to Lahor. But on this occasion, 

the battle was destined to have a different issue. In  the midst 

of tlle campaign, 12,000 Afghans suddenly deserted and retraced 

their steps towards Kabul. Tho Shah was obliged to break up 

his camp and follow them. From that timc, Ahmed Shah never 

re-crossed the Indus, and resigned the Punjab, apparently wit11 

very little regret, to the divided dominion of the Sikh Sirdars. 

*Spa Emperor's letter to Chu~llbo Raja, rcmonetrathg against recovery of Churee 
an11 Ilchloo. 
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56.-We lllust leave the history of tlie Sikhs, to pursue t.he 

fortunes of the hills. The Baree Doab, above 
lrrcursiuns of the 

"'O Butala, had fallen to the lot of a Sikh chief'- 
liills. 

tain, named Jye Sing, the head of the 'L Ghunee" 

confederacy, the fourth in rank among the twelve " 3Iisls" or 

clans into which the Sikh nation was at  that time dividecl. Af- 

ter consolidating his possessions ill tlic l,lait~s, 11e directed his 

forces against the hills. The mountain Stntcs West of Kangra 

probably became liis tributaries. Tliere is n document still r x -  

tant, issued under hisIsea1 and dated 1776, A. n., fixing the tri- 

bute of tlle Cliiinlbn principality at  4,001 IZnpees a-year. In 

1781-82 A .  D., Jye  Sing laid siege to Kotc I(arlgr2. Tllrough- 

out the revolution of the preceding thirty years, this fortress 

had remained iu the hands of Saeefola IChan, the hlogul Go- 

vernor, and an idea of tlle strength nlld rcputntion of this 

stronghold, may be gathered fro111 the fact, that an isolated Ma- 

homedan, with no resources, beyond tl~cb n n g c  of l ~ i s  guns, 

could maintain his position so long nnil so gallantly. 

57.-And even now the rortrce~ would never have been 

carried by n~sault. 13ut the Governor was on 
Fall ~ f l i o t c  K m  

before J ~ C  Siug his death-becl and the news of his mortal sick- 
Kunliega. 

ness had probably attracted Jyc Sing. Ilnring 

tlir: Siege, Nawab Saeefoola 1<11an clicd, nnil tllc garrison dis- 

l~cartcned by his loss, surrendered tlle fort to tlle Siltli Sirdar. 

For Our years, Jye Sing, kept posscssioll of the Fort, but in 

1786, the old chief was brought to bay in his capital nt Llntnli~, 

by a combined army of Sikhs and Kutoch Rajpoots, tllo latter 

hcaded by their hereditary king, Baja Sunsnr Cllulld of Kangra. 
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On t11i;j occasion, Jyc  Ping was obliged to make concesasions, 

ancl tlle Fort of I<angra, after the lapse of inany centuriee, fell 

again under the cliarge of its legitimate masters in the person 

of Sunsar Cliuild. 

- 58.-By the acquisition of this celebrated stronghold, Sun- 

sar Chnnd completed the inteepity of his ancient 
Cession of liangra 

t o  Sunsar Chund, .don1inions, and the yrcstige which he derived 
Raja of Kaugra. 

from possession of the Fort, arising from its 

1-cputd strength and long association n-it11 Ilnperial Power, 

fiivored his schemes of aggrandizement. He arrogated to him- 

self the paramount authority in these Hills, and revived that 

local tradition which placed Kangra at  the head of the eleven 

Julundhur principalities. His first act \\-as to seize those lands 

wliich Todur Nu1 had set apart as Imperial deinesnes, and by 

virtue of his claim to superiority, lie levied tribute from all tllc 

snrrounding chiefs. Erery  year, on fiseci occasions, thcse Princes 

were obliged to attend his Court, and to acconlpany him with 

their contingents, whenever he undertook a military espeditioa. 

For twenty years, he reigned supreme throughout these hills, 

and raised liis name to n height of renown never attained by 

ally ancestor of his race. Had he remained content wit11 these 

successes, lie might still have bequeatlicd a princely inheritance, 

b ~ t  his aggressive nature was about to bring him in collision 

with powers ~lliglitier than Ilimself, and to sow the seeds of that 

decay which, in thc prcscnt time, has overtaken his descendants. 

59.-In 1503, A. D., Sunsar Cllund madc a descent upon 

thc Earee Doab, but was quickly repelled by 
A:.-~.cssio~~ of Sun- 

hari . l lu l ldi l l  t l l e ~ n -  tllc forces of liulljeet Sing, who, diough only 
I cc l)onb, rt,pelled 
L I ~  l t ~ ~ l ~ j c c t  S I I I ~ .  

tn-e.ntj--tl~rcc j-cars old, had already become the 
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terror of the Punjab. In  the following year the Hill Chieftain 

y a i n  attempted to establish Limeelf at Hoosheearpoor, in the 

Julundhur Doab : and again was obliged to decanlp on the np- 

proaoh of Runjeet with other Sikh confederates. 

60.-Abandoning his designs upon the plains, Sunsar Chund 

in 1805, A. D., fell upon the Hill State of Kuh- 
Conflict of Sunsar 

~hundwiththcs'ate loor, half of wllosc possessions lie on this 
of Kuhloor. 

bank of thc Sutlej. H e  seized the pergnna of 

Batee " contiguoufi to his own district of Bfuhul Biorec, and 

built a fort to protect his conquests. I<ul~loor was not irl a po- 

sition to resent this insult, ancl solicitcd aid of the Goor- 

khas, who, migrating from Nepal, had already over-run the hills 

between the Gogra and t . 1 ~  Sutlcj, a clistarice of Inore than 300 

miles from their own bordcr. 

61.-The enterprising Goorkhns gladly responded to the 

call and crossed the Sutlej. Tllc first action 
Knhloor cslls in 

the aid of the Goor- was fought at Rluhul Morcc, in  May, 1806 A. D,, khas, 1806 A. D. 

The Kutoches were signally defeated and fled, 

in confusion, to Tcera, mllere tllerc are fortified palaces belong- 

ing to the Raja. But the Goorkhas pressed on for Kote Kax~g- 

ra, keeping up tlleip communication with Belaspoor on the Sut- 

lej. 

62.-Then commenced that eventful Epoch rcmeiubcrcd by 

the pcoplc as tllc " Goorkha Invasion." Tlie 
The " Goorkha 

Invasion" of h p -  mcmory of tllosc clisnstroufi days stands out as 

a Innclmark in the annals of tllc Hills. Tiine 

is computed with refcrcnee to that period, and ercry mirfort~mr, 

justly or unjustly, i s  ascribed to that prolific source of nlisery 



KANCRA SETTLEJIERT REPORT. 3 5 

and distress. The Goorkhas prepared to establish their success. 

Certain portions of thc country were subdued and held by them : 

other portions, including the Fort of Kangra and the principal 

etrongholds, remained in the hands of the Kutochcs. Each 

party plundered tlic Districts hcld by the other, to weaken his 

adversary's resources. The people, harassed and bewildered, 

fled to the neighbouring kingdoms : some to Chumbn, some to 

the plains of the Julundliur Doab. Otlier hill chieftains, incited 

by Siltlsar Chund's f'orrlner oppressions, made inroads with im- 

punity, and aggravated the general disorder. For three years 

this stats of anarchy continued. In the fertile valleys of Kan- 

gra not a blade of c~ltivation was to be seen. Grass grew up 

in the towns, and tigresses whelped in the streets of Nadown. 

At last the Kntoch Chief, rendered desperate 
Sunsar C l ~ n n d  ap-  

plies to 1tur;jecf 
Sirlg, 1809, A .  D. by his circ~uln~stances, invoked the succour of 

Runjeet Sing, ancl, in August 1809, the Sikhs 

fought their first battle with the Goorkhas. The Goorkhn 

Army, exposed to the malaria of the Valley, had suffered 

severely, from sickness. Fever had decimated their ranks, 

and prostrated the strength and coura.ge of the survivors. The 

ficld however, was long and furiously contested. At last fortune 

cleclnred in favor of the Sil~hs, and tlie Goorklias mere obliged 

to abandon their conquests on tliis side of thc Sutlqj. 

G3,-With this battle, the independerice of Sunsar Chund 

sct for ever. Eunjeet Sing was not the man 
Overthrow of t,hc 

C+oorkIlas ; ceeslun 
of Kangra to KUU- to confer SO large a fmor for nothing. 'l'h 
jeet Sing. 

Ilill Eaja and his Sikh ally started for Joaln 

Bloolihee, and there in tlie lioly temple, Runjeet Sing esecnt- 
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ed an ngreemcot, stampcd with liis o\vn llalid, dyed in saffron, 

guaranteeing to Slmsar Clrond, all his hereditnly dolninions, 

and dl his conquests free from any condition of scrvicc, ancl 

resen7ing to himself the Fort of Kaogra, and the sixty-six 

villages, froin the valley allotted by annicnt usage, for tlie main- 

tenance of tlic Garrison. But in that vcry year Runjeet Sing 

departed from his engagement. Tear by )-car lle encroacllcd 

no re  and more on the Kntocli chief's iiidcpci~dcnce ; year by 

pear the toils were dmwn closer and closer, till in 18-78 A. D.,  

shortly after the death of Sunsar Chund, on pretexts v-l~ich 

will be naiyatcd in their place, tllc Yiklis seizecl tllc 1~1101~ coun- 

try. 

64.-By the surrender of the Fort, Sunsar Cliund not 

only sealcd the destiiiics of llis own house, 
Effect of the sur- 

render of ICnngra but precipitated thc downfall of the otllcr Fort  on the destiuies 
of the Hills. 

Hill princes. So long as lic rcinaincd para- 

mount, tliere were ties of blood ailcl birth ~~- l i i ch  made lliin 

content with tributes and contingents. But now a11 ambitious 

stranger had been introduced who had no sympathy with tlic 

high caste Rcijpoot, and was intent only on prosecuting liis 01~11 

plans of aggression and conquest. 

65.-In 1811, Rnnjeet Sing lind tliree armies abroad on 

varicus expeditions. Onc was scnt into the 
Aggrcssio~is of 

Runjeet Sing. Hills, under coinlnand of Dcsa Sing, tlie father 

of Sirdar Lcna Sing, RIujcctcea, to collcct tribute. In  this 

Tear the Imperial fort of Iiotiln, on the high road between 

ICangra and Eoorpoor, fell into 11is hands, and tlic commandant, 

a Goleria Rajpoot, who, since tlie decay of tile Empire, 11nd Lcld 



independent charge, reeieting the assaults of Munsar Chund, 

was compenated with a jaglicer of tlouble valuc i l l  the  plain^ 

of the Baree Doab. 

66.-In 1813-14, Ruiljcet Sing began to disc]ohc Ili;;, 

designs upon tllc Hills, and the first victim to 
Fall of FIuree- 

poor 1813-14 4. D. his rapacity was Tln,jn Bhoop Sing, of 1Iuree- 

poor. The plan was sl~ilfully and deliberately laid. Thc 

was directed to raise w large forcc to assist in some olwrationz; 

on the Indus. When tlle Military stl-engtll of thc l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l a t i o l l  

was drained off, and the country lay clcfcnccless, the Iiqja IVZS 

s u ~ m m e d  to Lahor. On the day that he expected leavc tcu 

return, be was d~a+melesly arrested, and told tliat Ile wcrultl 

irot be allowed to go till he surrendered his kir~gdom and ac- 

cepted a jageer. Without waiting for a reply, Desz Sing 

was sent off with an aimy of tcn thousand Silrhs, and thc tcrri-' 

tory was quietly annexed to thc gron-ing rule of the Ichalea. 

The ~ a j a '  was restored to liberty, but spurned the ofler d a 

$geer. H e  had assigned 20,000 rupees,, during his own incum- 

bency, for the support of his female household, and Runjeet 

Sing left that maintenance untouched. These lands form the 

jageer of Rajn Shumsher Sing, thc present represcntati~e of 

the family. 

67.-At the ccmmenceinent of thc cold season, in 1815, 

gobure of N ~ ~ ~ -  A. D., Runjeet Sing, appointed a grand ren- 
poor and Juswan 
principalities, 1815. ~ C Z V O U S  of all his forces, personal and tributary, 

to meet at Seealkote, Every Hill chief a.nd petty jageerdnr 

was expected to attend at the head of their respective contin- 

gent.& The Rajas of Xool-poor and Jusman, failed to sbey this 



impcriuas suiulnolrs, and as n penalty fix their disobedience, 

liunject Siiig iinposed fines designedly fixed beyond their 

ability to pay. 1;)aj:~ O~lilleil Sing of' Juswan meekly succum- 

Ilecl to his fate, and rcsigried his donlinions to the usurper, re- 

ceiving a jngecr of 12,000 11s. per annnm. But Rajs Beer 

Sing, of Noorpoor, was made of sterner material. After vainly 

c.ndearc,uring t,o raise the i~liquit,ous clernand, cvcn by the sale 

ot' his sacrificial ve,ssels, he urns sent up to Noorpool., accom- 

panied by a Sikh army, and obliged to give up the Fort. Dur- 

ing thc night, hou-cvcr, he contrived to effect his, escape into 

the ncig1ibonriri.g state of Chumbn, nrl~ere, rallying his subjects, 

lie made a desperate attc~npt to recover his birth-right. But 

the tactics and resources of tlie siniple Hill Chief were no match 

for the clisciplined skill and veteran battalions of Runjeet Sing. 

The Raja M-as beaten and forced to fly, in disguise, tllrough un- 

iiequented mountain paths, to British Territory, on the East 

of the Sutlcj. 

(X.-In L)ecc~nber, 1816, Raja Beer Singh was a t  Loodee- 

anal plotting with Shah Shoo,ja, the Ex-King 
 attempt^ of Noor- 

poor Chief to  regain of Kabul, apainst the Government of Runjeet, 
his dominions. 

who considered their ~nnchi~iations of suffici- 

cnt importance to be matter of correspondence with the British 

Agent. Beer Sing was advised to leave Loodeeana, and was 

told that while we xllo~vcci him an asylum within our territo- 

ries, he could not make use of liis security to endanger the 

69.-After this intiniation the cxiled Raja retired to Urkee, 

the copitnl of tlir petty hill state of 13ngul. I1el.e he lived ten 
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pcare, in conetant correspondence with hie Wuzeera, and never 

abandoning the hope of ultimate success. In 1826 A. D., en- 

couraged probably by the dangerous illness of Runjeet 

Sing, the Raja determined on another struggle for his 

principality. Starting in the garb o f a  Fuqueer," he 

reached Futehpoor, a village of Noorpoor, bordering on Hur- 

eepoor. The village functionary, a man called Dhiana, etill 

alive, recognised the Raja in spite of his disguise, and immedi- 

ately gave intelligence to the Sikh commandant at Noorpoor, 

and news was sent, by express, to Lahore, that the Hills were in 

rebellion. When the arrival of their Chief wm known, the 

military population rose to a man and joined Beer Sing's 

standard. The Fort was invested, but within a week, succour 

arrived in the person of Desa Sing at the head of an overwhelm- 

ing force. Beer Sing, a second time, was obliged to seek refuge 

in Chumba. But the Chumba Haja having a salutary fear of the 

Khalsa power gave up the fugitive Prince, who, for the next 

seven years, languished in captivity, in the fortress of Gobind- 

gurh. 

70.-Beer Sing's wife was sister to Churt Sing, the 

Offers of Jagecr Chumba Chief, and resided with her brother. 
by Hunjeet Sing. 

At her solicitatioa, and in remorse foi his own conduct, Churt 

Sing ransomed his brother-in-law a t  the price of 85,000 

Rupees. Ru~ijeet Sing then renewed his offer of a Jageer 

assigning Kuthlore, worth 12,000 Rs., a fertile district on the 

Ravee, but outside the hills, for the Raja's support ; but Beer Sing 

would not condescend to receive any thing. His Queen and 

infant so11 still lived at Chumba. and were not above ac- 
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cepting a monthly stipend of 500 Rs. But Bear Sing took up 

residence at Dhurntal, .R religious shrine of grent repute, on 

the edge of the plains, and the open refuge of those in t ro~~ble  

and distress. 

71.-The last days of this prince are worthy of his chsrac- 

ter and career. In  184.6 A. D., when the Bri- 
Circumstances of 

the death of Beer tigh and the Sikhs met in hostile array on the Sing Chief of Noor- 
poor, A. D. ,  1816. 

banks of thc gutlej, Beer Singh again raised 

the standard of revolt, and besieged Noorpoor ; the excitement 

was too much for a frame broken by age, and the vicissitudes 

of fortune, and he died, before the walls of the Fort, with the. 

co~s6latory assnrmce, that hie enemies were overthrown, and his 

wrongs avenged. 

72.-In 1818 A. D., Gobind Chund, Kaja of Dutarpoor, died, 

and his son was held in durance unti.11 he consen- 
Seizure of Dutar- 

poor. ted to yield up his territory and take a Jageer. 

73.-Amidst this wreck of Hill Principalities, the petty 

state of Seeba, escaped comparatively unhurt. 
Co~nparat ive inl- 

munity of Seeba. Rnnjeet Sing at one time had doomed it to des- 

truction ; but the Sikh minister, Raja Dheeail Sing, obtained in 

marriage two Princesses of the Seeba family. One the daughter 

of the reigning Chief, Gobind Sing, and the other the daugh- 

ter of his brother, Meenn Devee Singh. Through the minister's 

interest, Seeba got off with a yearly tribute of 1,500 Rs., and tho 

surrender of the principal Fort, to a Sikh Garrison : and the 

country was divided between the two brothers, in tllc prOpOT- 

tion of 20,000 Rs., (subject to tribute,) ,to the Raja, and 5,000 

RR, unconditional (Talooqi~a Kotila,) to his brother. 
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7.1.-Tkc iiest to full before the unrclcntil~g march of Ruti- 

jeet Sing, was the Raja uf Chokec Kotlehr. 
Pall of Chokeo 

Kotlehr before Run- 
jcct ging, 1825 *. This state for a long time past, liad mairjtaincd 
I). 

a precarious cxistencc. 111 khc tinit! of' bllc: liu- 

toch Chief, Ghumund Chund, the grandfather of Suilsar Cllur~rl, 

Chokee or half of the priucipality, liad bcen annexed to Karr- 

gra, and during the zenith of Sunsar Cln~nd'n power, the Raja 

becamc entirely dispossessed. Nrhen Sunsar Ch~ind was 1,resscrl 

by the Goorkhas, the Raja of Icotlehr took advantage of 11;s 

embarrassments, to recover the Fort of Kotwal Ball, a heredi- 

tary stronghold on the second range of Hille overlianging the 

Sutlej. I n  1825, the Sikhs laid siege to tliis place, and tlie 

Raja in person commanded the garrison. For two months the 

siege was maintained without any success being gained by the 

assailants, and some fierce skirmishes took place. At last the 

Raja was promised a jageer of 10,000 Rs., and Jemadar 

I<hoosheertl Sing pledged his faith on getting it. On this inducc- 

ment, the Raja surrendered and enjoys his jageer to this day. 

75.-In 1824 A. D., Raja Sunsar Chund died. Twenty years 

before he was tlie Lord Paramount of the Hills, 
Death of Sunsar 

Cliund. and at one time a formiclal>le rival to the 

power of Runjeet himself. But he liad fallen by his own 

rapacity and violence, and long before his death, liad sunk into 

the position of an obsequious tributary of Lahor. In  1819, 

Moorcroft, the traveller, describes him as poor and discontented, 

and suspicious of the dcsigns of Runjeet Sing. 

76.-His son, U r ~ ~ o o d  Ckunrl, succeeded him, and the Sikhs 
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Rupture between 
his sol,, I1nrood 

Chnntl. x ~ ~ d  1)lleean 

exacted one lack of rupees, as the fee of inves- 

titure. In 1827-28, Unrood Chund visitcd 
Sing, ' Minister at 
LaIi or. Lahor, and on this occasion, Runjeet Sing 

preferred a request on behalf of Heera Sing, the son of 

the Minister, Dheean Sing, for tllc hand of Unrood's sis- 

ter. Surrounded by Sikhs, in the Lahor Capital, the ICutoch 

Chief pretended to acquiesce, and returned homewards. His 

mind, how eve^., was nlatle up, and seeing the folly of resis- 

tance, he determined to sacrifice his kingdom, nnd to live 

an  exile from his native hills, rather than compromise the hoiiol~ 

of llis ancient house. There were not wanting counsellors even 

of his own household, \v110 adviscd hiin to keep his colintry and 

submit ; to thc disgrace, but the young king was inexorable ; 1le 

crossed the Sutlej with all his household and 
Unrood Chund 

flies Rritish pro- retainers, and sought n refuge from oppressicn 
tection. 

within British ground. Runjeet Sing and his 

Minister \T 'C~C foiled and enraged, but the person and honor of 

the ICutoch Raja were safe beyond their reach. Tlle countiy 

lay dcfcncelesv at tllcir feet, and was iminedintcly attaclled in 

the name of the Khalsa. 

77.-To persons unacquainted with the prejudices of the 

hills, it may appear unaccountable, that a king- 
Peculiar pride of 

l ~ i l l  Ha.jpoots in 
rnatrimorrial ~ 0 1 1 -  dom, country, home, kindred and friends, should 
~ ~ e c t i o l ~ s .  

\)c deliberately relinquished, in order to mnin- 

tain a poiot of etiquette. The family of Dheean Sing wcrc 

'' Jumoowal" Rajpoots, legitimately descended from the lloyal 

House of Jumoo; and it appears scarcely an act of presumption, 

that Le, the p o ~ e r f u l  Minister at Lahor, wit11 no blot on his 
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escutclieon, should aspire to obtain a Kutoch Princess for his son. 

Bllt by immemorial practice among the Hill Cliiefs, the daugllter 

of a Raja can only marry one of equal rank with her father, aud 

any Cbief who should violate this rule would, most assuredly, be 

degraded from his caste. Dheean Sing was not a Raja, that is 

to say, he was not the hereditary Chief of a Hill principality. 

TCe could not boast of a title handed domm tllrough a hundred 

clescents, and thong11 he was a Raja by favor of Runjeet Sing, 

his rank was not admittecl among the proud and ancient High- 

landers. 

78.-Shortly after reaching Hnrdwar, his chosen retreat, 

Raja Unrood Chund married his two sisters to 
Death of Unrood 

C'1und in Soodursein Sal,, the Raja of Gurhwal, and at 

the close of the year, died of paralysis. His son, Raja Runbeer 

Chund, rnlne wit11 the rcst of tlic f ~ m i l y  to Urkee, so long the 

refuge of Beer Sing, tlle Cllief of Nool-poor. In  1833, through 

the intercession of Captain Wade, Political Agent 
Provision made 

1~ Runjeet sing at Loodeeana, Runjeet Sing conferred a ja- 
for his son. 

geer upon the Kutoch Raja, worth 50,000 Rs., 

situated in purguna Mahul Moree. 

79.-Besides this wholesale seizure of entire principalities, 

other neighbouring States were mutilated and 
Scizure of part of 

Chunrba"~ sing. R'"'jcet deprived of their fairest possessions. The most 

prominent instance was Chumba. The greater 

' portiun of this State consists of steep rugged mountains, yielding 

a scanty rerenue, and not worth the trouble and cost of occupa- 

tion. To the uninding character of the country, Chumba owes 

her present indepenclence. But there was one part of the teyii; 



4 4 K A N ( : R A  SETTLEMENT REI'ORT. 

tory which equalled in richness, the most eligible Districts in the 

I-Iills. This was Talooqua Rihloo, an open and accessible plateau, 

stretching far into the valley of Kangra, of which, indeed, it 

formed a natural portion. The possession of this tract had always 

been a bone of contention. The Moguls appropriated it as an 

Imperial appanage, and on the decline of their power, the Chum- 

ba Chief re-asserted his hereditary claim. Tl'hen Sunsar Chund 

rose to eminence, he attempted to seize it, but Raja Raee Sing, of 

Chumba, advanced in person to the defence, and lost his life in 

the battle-field of Nertee, a frontier village. A cenotaph has been 

erected on the spot where the Chief fell, and an annual fair, at- 

tended by thousands, is celebrated there on the anniversary of 

his death. Snnsar Chund succeeded only in retaining a few of 

the border villages, but Runjeet Sing, after the cession of the Fort 

of liangra, annexed the whole Talooqua ; and from the Sikhs, it 

has descended to us, and forms a part of the District of Kangra 

Proper." Chumba keeps the rest of her territory, subject to a 

yearly tribute of 12,000 Rupees. 

80.-Thus fell, and for ever, these petty Hill dynasties, one, 

at  least, of which had endured for 2,000 years. 
Entire subjection 

of the kIilIs to While our ancestors were unreclaimed savages, 
Hunject Sing, 1813, 
1828, A. D. and the Empire of Rome was pet in its infancy, 

there was a Kutoch monarchy, with an organized Government at  

Kangra. In 18 13, the work of demolition began, and in 1825, 

Runjeet Sing was absolute master of all the lower hills between 

the Sutlej and the Ravee. The fate of these unfortunate Princes 

is a remarkable contrast to the fortunes of the Hill Chiefs across 

the Sutlej. There we delivered them from the yoke of the Goor- 
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kas, and restored them, without exception, to independence. But 

in these hills, the greed of Ruajeet Sing left nothing to the he- 

reditary rulers of the country, but seanty japers. It was tbe 

knowledge of our generosity, which made these dethroned chief- 

tains: bok forward with anxious h ~ p e  to our coming, and which 

conrerted them into desperate and discontented subjects, phen 

they found that we intended our conquests for ourselves. Three 

.of theee Princes, Zhngra, Juswan and Dutarpoor, actually rose 

infinsurrection during the last Punjab War, in 1848-4!), and lost 

not only their assigned lands, but became primners in ex& at 

8 1 .-In 1839, Runjeet Sing died, having risen from the 

lordship of a Eikh clan, lnlistering 2,500 horse, 
Death of Rnejeut 

Sing, 1839 A. D. to the control of an Empire, yielding t11rc.e 

millions, and defended by an arlny of 1,25,OC)O discil~liucd iuen. 

The anarchy that followed, the ascendancy of the soldiery, 

their unprovoked invasion of our territories, and their signal 

chastisement and overtl~row, are matters fan~iliar to US all. 111 

British Campaign, March, 1846, a British army occupied Lahor, 
1845-443 A. D. 

and obtained the cession of the J u l n n d h ~ r  Doab, 

and the hill tract between the 8ut.lej and the Ravee. 

82.-And here an incident occurred which &hems the pres- 

tige of the Kangra Fort, and tlxe native con- 
R e s i s t a n c e  of 

Ksngre Fort. fidence in its strength. Notwithstanding our 

successes, and in despite of the treaty dictated at Lahor, the 

Hill commanda~~t refused to surrender, and the garrison at KO- 

tila foLIowed his example. The B~itish Resident came up ill 

1. 
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haste, ancl Dewan Deenanath, the minister a t  Lahor, exercised 

in vain both supplication and menace. At  last, after a delay 

of two months, when a British Brigade had invested the Fort, 

and the plan of attack was actually decided on, the resolution 

of the Sikh governor gave way, and he agreed to evacuate, on 

condition of a free and honoraLle passage for himself and his 

men. 

83.-J have now brought down the history of the Hills to 

our own timee. Henceforward they are Bri- 
Crsnion of Kan- 

tieh posees~ion~, and in the deteila which fol- Qovern~nent. 

low, I write chiefly from my own observation. 

84.-After the surrender of the Fort, a Native Infantry 

Regiment, (the 41st,) was sent to garrison it., and a detachment 

of eighty men, under an European other ,  was posted at Kotila. 

A full corps of the line was also etationed at the Fort of Noor- 

poor, and orders were received to raise a local Regiment from 

the military population of the  hill^. 

85.-Such were the military arrangements for the peace 

and tranquillity of the country. For civil ma- 
Arrnngmentr, Ci- 

vil and Military. nngement, the whole of this hilly tract, be- 

tween the Sutlej and Ravee, (excepting the Juswan valley,) was 

constituted a separate District, and Lieutenant M e ,  Assistant 

Commissioner, was placed in charge. On this officer devolved 

the arduous task of introducing system and method, according 

to our principles of procedure, and of admitting and settling 

the numerous complaints accumulated by previous mie-rule, and 

in this laborious duty, except for a few months, when Lieutenant 

Lnmsden *as associated with him, he was entirely unassisted. 
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FIG.-I~ February, 1847, I joined the District as Deputy 

Commissioner, and have remained in that appointment ever since. 

A list of the Officers, with the time they stayed here, will be 

added as an Appendix. 

87.-At the beginning of 1848, the hills were supposed to 

be sufficiently peaceable to reduce the Military 
Outbreak of Sikh 

Rebellion, 1848 Force. The line Regiment in occupation of 
A. D. 

Kangra was removed altogether, and the Hill 

Corps, the11 organised and disciplined, was directed to receive 

charge of the Fort. The garrison at Noorpoor was also reduced 

to three companies, detached from the Head-Quarters of the 

Regiment at  Hajeepoor. But in April, of the same year, the 

Mooltan insurrection broke out, and the second Punjab War 

commenced. Three companies of the line were ordered up 

immediately from the 28th Regiment, Native Infantry, at  Hoo- 

sheearpoor, to garrison the Fort of Kangra, and the Hill Regi- 

ment went back to their old cantonment in the valley. 

88.-As the insurrection spread in the plains, the hills, from 

their proximity to the Sikh dominions, became 
Ins~~rrect ions in 

the Hills. disturbed. Sikh emissaries from the leaders of 

the rebellion, were sent into the Hills, inciting the Hill Chiefs to 

rise agaiust the British Government, and promising them resto- 

ration to their hereditary kingdoms, if the rebellion should prove 

successful. I have alluded to the disappointment expressed by 

the Hill Rajas at our conduct towarcts them. They were all dia- 

affected, and these overtures were farorably received by them, 

and mutual promises of assistance were exchanged. 

89.-At the end of August, 1848, Ram Sing, a Pathaneea 
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Rrtjpoot, and son of the Wuzeer of the Ex-Raja 
Noorpoor Insur- 

l'eotious, Itpm Sing. of Noorpoor, collecting a band of adventurers 

from the neighbouring hills of Jumoo, suddenly crossed the 

Ravee, and threw himself into the unoccupied Fort of Shapoor. 

That .night, .he received a congratulatory deputation from the 

ndghbourhood, and proclaimed, by beat of drum, that the Eng- 

lish rule had ceased. Dhuleep Sing was the paramount power, 

Juswan Sing, (the son of Raja Beer Sing,) the Raja of Noorpoor, 

ancl Ram Sing his Wuzeer. 

W.-The news of this insurrection reaclied Hoosheearpoor 

before it arrived at Kangra, and Mr. C. B. Saunders, with Cap- 

tain Davidsm's and Major Fisher's Irregular Horse, hastened out 

with gallant promptitude, and invested the Fort.  During the 

night, the rebels fled and took up another position on a wooded 

range of hills, close to the town of Noorpoor. 

91.-Shortly afterwards, Mr. J. Lawrence, the Commissicne~j 

and the District Officer, came up with re-inforce- 
*lst Sikh, I d .  I. 

, ,  : : ments*. The position war stormed, Ram Sing 
3 Cos., Hill C o r p .  
Davidsnn's Horse, routed and obliged to seek shelter in the camp 
(Detachment.) 

Fisher's IIorse, 
(Detachmc~~t.) of theSikhs at  Rusool. During his occupation 

of the hill, he was joined by about 400 men from the surrouncl- 

ing villages, some of them Rajpoots of his own family, but 

principally ,idle, worthless, characters who had nothing to lose. 

92.-In November, 1848, a band of four or fire hundred 

plundering Sikhs, under Busawa Sing, besieged 
Sieee of Pathan- 

k0te130v"1 the Fort of Pathnnkote, a Police Station, 

strengthened for the time by a company of the Hill Regiment 

from ,Kangrn. The Fort is very spacious, and the garrison was 
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inadequate to protect the walls ; besides, they had neither am- 

munition nor supplies for more than four days. The danger 

was imminent, that the Fort would be obliged to surrender. 

Accordingly, the District Officer, with Lieutenant Whish, of 

the 29tl1, commanding an escort of 100 men, marched over 

night, fiom Noorpoor, with a supply of ammunition, and passing 

the Sikh plunderers, who were lying a short distance from the 

road, threw themselves into the Fort by day-break the next 

morning. The 29th N. I. came up shortly afterwards from 

Hajeepoor, and the insurgents decanlpecl to tbe Sikh territory, 

three miles off. I n  the afternoon a detachment of the 29th drove 

them from their g~ound,  to Deenanugur, where, a few daye after, 

they were effectually routed. 

93.-While these operations were going on at Pathankote 

intelligence was received, that the Kutoch Chief 
Kutoch ins~vrec-  

tion, D'ececr., 1848. had raised the standard of rebellion in the 

eastern extremity of the district. The Deputy Commissioner 

was ordered to re-trace his steps as fast as possible, escorted by 

three Companies of the Hill Regiment, under Lieut. Gordon. 

In the meantime, the Hill Rajas of Juswan and Dutarpoor, and 

the Sikh Priest, Bedee Bikratna Sing, encouraged by this exam- 

ple, spread revolt throughout the length of the Jusivan valley, 

from Hajeepoor to Roopur. Mr. Lawrence, the Oornmissioner, 

with a chosen force, undertook their chastisement in person. 

94.-As tllc Detacliment under Lieutenant Gordcn approach- 

ed the scene of rebellion, the proceedings of the Icutoch Raja 

becanle more clearly defined. He had advanced from Muhul 

Moree to Teerq the fortified palaces of his ancestors, and lind 



takrn possession of the neighbouring Forts of Ryah and Ab- 

wanpoor, from which the cannon and ammunition of the old Sikh 

garrisons had not been removed. A salute of twenty-one guns 

was fired from the ramparts of Ryah, and the people were in- 

formed, that their hereditary Chief had again assumed control of 

his dominions. 

93.--The District Officer used every exertion to bring the 

Raja to his senses, offering still to procure him the pardon of 

Government and restitution to his jageer, if he would disband 

his forces, and return peaceably to hluhul Moree. But his good 

offices mere rejected, and on the 3d December, when the Detach- 

ment was on the line of march, and within ten miles of Teera, 

intelligence was brought that an Army of 800 Kutoch followers 

had crossed the river, ancl intended to attack Lieutenant Gordon 

on the route. The European Officers galloped on a-head to at- 

test this information, and at a favorable point, where a broad ra- 

vine divides the road, the insurgent force was descried on the 

opposite bank, their arms glittering in the morning sun. There 

was scarcely time to collect the men, and select a position when 

the rebels advanced with banners and drums. They were met 

by a well-directed volley, their leader was wounded, and after a 

short engagement, they retreated and were chased by the little 

detachment till within a few miles of Teera. 

96.-Two days afterwards the Raja's followers deserted him, 

suppression of in- 
and he sent over word to the British Camp that 

aurrectio~~s. 
he was willing to give himself up. Next morn- 

ing tllc force crossed the river and took him prisoner ; the Fort 

of Ryah was dismantled, and four pieces of ordnance were seized. 

Two of these were eleven pounders. 
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97.-Simaltaneously with the overthrow of the Kutoch 

Raja, the force under Mr. Lawrence swept up the Doon; the 

Dukrpoor Raja wae made prisoner without a blow. The J u e  

wail Raja offered resiatancc. His two positions, oiic at Umbh, 

and the other at Khurote, were attacked together, and carried 

with some little loss. These Rajas were also arrested, and their 

palaces fired and plundered. The Bedee, Bikrama Sing, fiigh- 

tened by these proceedings, fled to the 8ikh camp of Sher Sing, 

and his jageers were attached and his Forts and palaces razed 

to the ground. 

98.-In January, 18-19, Ram Sing persuaded Raja Sher Sing, 

to give him two Sikh Regiments, each 500 
Second Insurrec- 

tion in Noorpoor strong, to make a second irruption into tbe hills. 
Hills bv Ram Sine. 
Jauy., 1819. He took up a final position upon the Dula 

heights. This ridge overhangs the Ravee,.and presents towards 

the plains, the quarter from which an assailing force must pro- 

ceed, a series of perpendicular blocks of sandstone, varying from 

50 to 100 feet high, and each forming in itself a strong and al- 

most impregnable position. The strength of the ground and 

the disciplined valour of the insurgents, made the assault a 

service of peculiar danger, and Brigadier Wheeler came up in 

person, accompanied by a strong force of all arms. By his skil- 

ful dispositions, the rebels were driven from their fastnesses with 

considerable slaughter, and we, on our side, had to mourn the 

loss of two gallant office,rs, Cornet Christie, of the 7th Ca- 

d r y ,  and Lieutenant. J. Peel, of the Hoosheeai-poor Local 

corps. 
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99.-On the 21st February following, was fought the deci- 

sivc battle of Goojrat. This victory was fol- 
Battle of Gooj- 

. Annexation, lowed by the nnnesntion of the Punjab, the 
April, 1849. 

disarming of the population, the imprisonment 

and exile of the principal instigators of tlie rebellion. With tile 

pacification of the Punjab, tranquillity and order mere again es- 

tablished in the Hills. The insurgent Chiefs were banished to 

Almora. Ram Sing was transported to the penal settlement at 

Singapoor, and every leader of note, except a Butoch Sirdar, 

called Yahar Chund, has been pursued, arrested and plrtced in 

confinement. Our future prospects augur a long continuance of 

peacc, and I turn, with pleasure, from the llarratire of wars and 

insurrections, to the quiet details of our administration, and the 

general statistics of the District.. 

100.-The Head Quarters of the Civil autllorities were 

fixed at Kote ICangra. There were many rea- 
Civil details. FIead 

Q~artcrs. sons which made tlie tielection appropriate. 

There was a garrison in the Fort, and a populous town ensconced 

under the malls : but above all, there was the prestige attaching 

to the name. The same spot which had ruled so long the desti- 

nies of the Hills, still continded to remain the seat of local 

power ; the centre, whence orders ernanatccl and wl~erc suppli- 

cants repaired for redress. 

101.-For fiscal convenience the District was distributed 

Pergunas. 
into four Divisions or Pergunas. The names 

and limits assigned to cach were chosen with 

a carefill regard to ancient land-marks, and to the feelings and 

prejudices of the people. Noorpoor and Hureepoor contain 



little more than the areas of the old Principalities, after wliicll 

they are called. Kangra, with few esceptions, is that circuit of 

country, which was under the immediate jurisdiction of the 

Fort. Nado1r.n is the only innovation, nn(l that was rendcrcd 

nt.c.es6ary by the inconvenient sizc of t l ~ c  Kutoch dominions. 

102.-In every Perguna is cornprized a number of minor 

snb-divisions, called Talooquas. These taloo- 
Talooqans. 

quas are of very ancient origin, conte~nl~ornnc- 

ous pro1)nlly wit11 tlle first occupation of t l~c  1Iilll;. T l l c ~  all 

bear difitinctivc names, ancl their Lounciarics usually follon- tlie 

natural variations of the country. Political or arbitrary con- 

siderations have seldom bcen allowed to interfere. A talooqua 

on the plains is liable to constant alteration, and the rlller of 

to-day cffaccs the marks set up by his predecessor : but the 

bounds of a liill talooqurt remain unchanged as the physical 

features nrhich suggested them. Each talooqua has its peculiar 

characteristics. The fertile plains of Indoura and Kheirun, in 

Perguna Xoorpoor, are a striking contrast to the bare tertiary 

hills of Molv and Futepoor, which adjoin: ancl tliesc ngnin have 

no analogy with the sandstone rocks, and extensive plateaus of 

Noorpoor Ichas and Jugutpoor. Palum and Icangra, thongl~, 

apparently, portions of tlie same valley, are distinguisliecl by a 

differeucc of elcl-ation. Burgiraon and RIoree are confused masses 

of hills, and Nadown is separated from liotlehr, as Chungi~r 

from Bnlyar, by tlie crests of an intervening range. 

103.-In some instanc~s, however, natural land-marks hare 

been disregarded. T;~looclua liotila, so called after t.he Fort, is 

a circle of villnges, detached from surrounding divisions, and as- 
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signed, in former times, for the maintenance of the garrison. 

Talooqua Rihloo, though a natural part of the K a n p a  valley, 

has distinct boundaries, because it belonged to a separate prin- 

cipality. Talooqua Kajgeeree, as first constituted, contained only 

thirty-eight villages. h the time of the Emperors, the number 

was increased to fifty-two, by arbitrary encroachments 011 

neighbouring talooquas. 

104.-Every talooqua consists of a number of constituent 

parts, designated by different nanlcs in differ- 
Tupas and Blou- 

#as. eiit localitieb, and.varping in size accordiilg to 

the charactrr of thc cciuntry. In  hilly regions, the area is large 

and comprehensive. In open valleys the limits become narrow 

and circumscribed. About Nadqwn, Kotlchr and 3Iuhul 110- 

ree, these sub-divisions are called tnpas. The Eame term is 

used in the mountainous tracts of Goleir. In  Xoorpoor, I h a ~ r  

heard thein called Mugdaees." The principle of distribution 

appcars to hare becrl fiscal. Every ring or circuit is just that 

amount of lard which one man can efficiently supervise. In 

the unproductive hills, where population and arable land are 

scarce, thc jurisdiction widens, In fertile plains, tlie dinlensiolls 

contract. 

105.-Every circuit, by whatever name it is knowrl, is an 

aggregation of itidcpci~dcnt hanllets, ~ n d  these 
Z'ctty hamlets. 

arc, i11 reality, the clcmcntary portion of the 

whole syst,em. The other links i11 the chain, from tnpa up- 

wards, appear to be more or less conventional. Thry have pro- 

bably been induced by state necessities, to foeilitr~tc and pm- 

mote the objects of Govern~ncnt, but these hamlets arc mni n 



festly of popular origin. They were probably thc homes of 

the first settlers, the spots from whence they looked out 

upon the illimitable waste, and the space, that each reclaimed 

and appropriated, prescribes the present limits of the tenure. 

106.-The size of these hamlets ie very variable. Some are 

assessed as low as five rupees. Others again pay a yearly reve- 

nue of two to three hundred rupees. They have each their se- 

parate boundaries, which are as jealously watched and main- 

tained, as those of larger and more powerful communities. 

107.-In the open country, for instance in tlle irrigated 

valleys, the areas of the circuits become 
Comparison of a 

" Village " in the 
tlilla aud ill  the inucll smaller, and t l ~ e  sub-division into hamlets 
l ' lai~~s.  

is not so usual. In these villages, t l w e  is some 

ailalogy to the tcnures in  the plains, but a little exaininatiol~ 

will shew that the rese~ublance is only superficial. 

10s.-Every body is familiar wit11 the ecoliolny of a town- 

ship in the plains. There is the village community springing 

from one ancestor, and possessing a joint interest in the lancls 

of the township. For the maintenance of their rights, and for 

tile resistance of oppression, they act together like one man. 

Thcy regulate thcir own affairs, elect ofticera, and make their 

own l a ~ ~ s .  'I'here is a principle of combination and union per- 

vading tlle ~vhole body which biilds them together, and has 

Z)rcservcd them, analtered, from the earliest times. 

109.-In the hill village, there is the common area upon 

mllicli tlie inhabitants are collected, and the village functionalay 

1~110 presides ovcr tlrcm. 13ut here the analogy ceases. They 

havc no community of origin but bclong to difierent castes. 
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There is no assemblage of liouses likc an ordinary village, but 

the dwellillgs of the people arc scattered promiscuously over tlke 

ivllole surface. Eacll member l iws  upon liis O J V I ~  holding, and is 

quite hldependent of his neighbour. There is no identity of fecl- 

ing, no idea of acting in concert. The ]lead man, \v110 is 

over them, is not their own clioicc, but 1x1s been appointed by 

the Government. In  short, tlle land enclosed by tlie circuit, in- 

stead of being s coparcennry estntc, reclaimed, dividcd, and cn- 

.joyed by an united brotherhood, is an aggregation of isolated 

freeholds, distinct from cacli other, ancl possessing nothing 

in cotnmon, except that for fiscal conveniencc tlicy have beell 

massed togctllcr ~mcler onc jurisdiction. 

l 10.-In the larger circuits, sub-divided into Lninlets, tTie 

analogy to the tenures in tlie plains is, I think, still Inore remote. 

There is indeed a similarity in the rise and progress of' tlie ela- 

borate to~vnsllip and the petty hamlet. But the difference in 

size precludes all comparison. The number of its inembers ob- 

liges a co~nnluility in the plains to org~nize. a systcln for its own 

management, and at the same time provides funds for tlle snp- 

port of its officers. But a liamlet in tlic llills is too poor to 

lllai~ltain, and too sinall to require, a separate cstnbliuhment. 

There are f l l n ~ t i ~ n ~ r i e ~ ,  but not for every ]lalnlet. They 

appointed for the wllole circuit, sometirnes one and solnctinlcs 

more, according to the area ancl the rcvcuuc, assessed thcrcon. 

lll.--Tllc institution of pergunas is of our own creation ; 

there are, thercforc, no Lcreditary officers. We 
per gun:^ officers. 

have appointed a Tcscclder who, with an cs- 

tublishmexrt of writcrs and prcns. l-~ceivei. and trnnsnlits tlre 
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revenue, keeps the acco~u~lts of the wholc division, a d  decide6 

all petty cases connected with the land. 

112.-The talooquas, however, are of primitive standing, 

and herc we nligllt expect to find a class of he- 
Talooqna vfliccrs. 

reditary functionaries, enh-usted with the man- 

agement and control of their respective c,ircles. In  the majori- 

ty of cases, these officers do not exist. There are Qanoongoes or 

Registrars appointed by the Emperors, one for every taloocjua, 

but their functions have long since fallen into disuse. I doubt, 

indeed, if their duties were ever more than nominal. They ap- 

pear to have been appointed more in accordance with the gener- 

al system of the Moguls, than from any call for their services, 

and as they were not required, they have gradually lost their 

privileges, and emoluments, and retain nothing but the name. 

113.-Under our system, nrc have selected one Qanoongoe 

for every perguna: and I am inclined to think that one is quite 

sufficient. The tenures in the kills are so simple, and changes 

so rare, that a Qanoongoe for every talooqua would be quite 

superfluous. 

114.-The Chowdrees are anotller class of aglicultura l 

officers raised by the Moguls. These function- 
Cl~owdrces. 

aries are found only in those Districts, \vhich 

were reserved as imperial demesnes. Tllc estcnt of their juris- 

diction seldom comprised more than cight or ten villages, and in 

every talooqua there were several Chowdrees. The duties were 

chiefly fiscal. They were expected to encourage cultivation, 

replaoe absconding cultivators, and provide, generally, for the 

security of the Governlncnt revenue. They were also entrust- 
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ed with Police powers, and were responsible for the arrest of 

criminals and the prevention of crime. Their emoluments were 

usllally two per cent. on the gross produce, and somet,imes the 

Government conferred a small jageer. The same desire to in- 

troduce an uniform system throughout the empire probably led 

to the appointment of these Chowdrees, and the little need 

there existed for them, has probably caused their general decay. 

In the perguna of Kangra, there are only two chowdrees left, 

who possess a vestige of their former emoluments. Their duties 

are nominal and rarely exercised, and their privileges are con-. 

tinued to them, more on the ground of prescription than' in ez- 

change for service rendered. Some have degenerated into heads 

of villages, and some have nothing but the empty title. 

115.-The chowdrces of talooqua Indoura, perguna 

Noorpoor, another imperial appnnage, are a re- 
Chowdrees of In- 

doura. markablc exception. But in this case the 

strength of family connections has given an adventitious perma- 

nence to the title. Indonra is inhabited by a clan of Rajpoots 

who seceded originally from the ICutoch stock. The family is 

divided into several branches, each with a separate chief or 

chowdree, and among these Chiefq, the chowdree of Indours 

Khas, is the acknowledged superior, or the head of the entire clan. 

There. are thirty-two villages in the talooqua, and these are divid- 

ed among tlie several branches. Each chowdree colIects the two 

per cent. on the gross produce, and is charged with the fiscal su- 

perintendence of his own circle. Herc the duties and emolu- 

ments have remained as originally fixed, and besides their offi- 

cial l~erq~~isites, the chowdrces have acquired a prolll.ietary title 
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in most of tlie villages. They have great influence, and are at- 

tached to the interests of order and good government. During 

the rebellion, the head of the clan made himself conspicuolls by 

his loyalty, and for the future, I have taken care, both to retain 

their services and to secure their emoluments. 

116.-In the old Principality of Noorpoor, there is a grade 

of hereditary officers, a post of the Hindu ays- 
The Kotwals of 

Noorpoor. tern of revenue, called I<otwals. The office is 

of' very ancient origin, and partly from its antiquity, and partly 

from its better adaptation to local wants, the duties and privileges 

continue unimpaired to this day. The Kotwal is the agricultu- 

m1 chief of a circle of villages, grouped together from physical 

analogy, and styled '' ICotwalees." In our maps and records, 

these jurisdictions are called talooquas. The duties of a Kotmal 

were not only fiscal and criminal, but also military. In case of 

emergency, he was required to repair at  the head of all the fight- 

ing men of his talooqua to the scene of danger. The people, if 

they wanted a pleader before the Government, deputed the Kot- 

wal. He was tlie spokesman on their behalf, and the umpire and 

arbitrator in  all their qual~els. His influence was unbounded, 

and in a political crisis, the people mould watch his proceedings 

and submit their judgment to his. Whatever course he took, they 

would be sure to follow. As an example of their influence I may 

cite the conduct of the people during the late insurrections. 

The ICotmals of Upper Mow and Dhar Bol, joined the insurgent 

Ram Sing, and the defections to  his standard came principally 

froin those two talooquas. Where the Iiotwal stood fast, the 

people also remained true to their allegiance. These functiona- 
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ries are rem~ulerwtcd in land, free of rent, and whenever I found 

them, 1 maintained their offices and their emoluments entire. 

117.-We now descend to the last and most useful class of 

officers, the village functionbrics. Other posts 
The " Village" 

headmen. have been abolished, or have fallen into desue- 

tude, but the village official has endured through every form of 

Govel-nmeat, Hincloo or Ilohamedan, Sikh or British. In the 

hilly tracts, wllere the village circuits are larger, the duties of 

the headinan are onerous and responsible. In former times hq 

liad to keep the accounts, collect the revenue, and to look after 

the agricultural interests of his charge. He comes generally of 

an influential family, in whose hands, from ages past, the ma- 

nagement of the tupa or circuit has resided. He can read and 

write the character of the hills, and 'is a man of intelligence and 

respectability above the ordinary standard. ' I11 the open coun- 

try, where the village areas are small and contracted, the mid- 

dleinan is veiy little raised above the rest of the community. 

He is essentially one of themselves, a simple peasant and prob~- 

bly quite illiterate ; his duties are comparatively light, and his 

authority was often superseded by chowdrees and other officers 

set above him. 

118.-Under our system, these functionaries are all paid 

by a fixed proportion of five per cent. on the 
Their remuneration. 

alnount of their collections. TJnder former Go- 

vernments, they were reniunerated in different ways, in different 

parts of the country. LI Noorpoor, they possessed small patches 

of- rent-free lands, called L L  Sasnn." In perguna Icangra, they 

yeceived presents of grain at each harvest fronl the Govcriillicr~t 
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Collector. In Nndow~i and EIureel~oor, they cxacted feej rind 

l~crquisites from thc cultivator, 011 stated occasions, and were en- 

titled to collect from Sour to ~ i x  pcr cent. over tlre Government 

rcvenue. Thesc wcre lawful gains, but under so lax a system, 

tlic amount was greatly increased by illicit peculation. 

119.-The Putmarees, or village accountants, are oflicers of' 

our owri creation. Foi-merly, the accounti, 
Village Accoun- 

tunts Or rested with the lleadmen, and were csamincd by 

the Qanoongoe. But our elaborate recorcls required a scparate 

class of' functionarics. The jurisdiction of a Putwaree usually 

comprehends two or thrce contiguous \illagee. He  receives 

two, sometimes three, per cent., on the rcveliue collected, and the 

extent of his charge is so arranged as to yield him a clear in- 

conle of seventy to eighty rupees a year. 

120.-I havc now given a detail of tlrc fiscal divisions of 

the district, from the perguna down to tlie hamlet. I have also 

enumerated the links in tlie chain of fiscal officers. As an ap- 

propriate close to this portion of my subject, I proceed to des- 

cribe the agricultural tenures of the peoplc. 

131.-In these hills, I fancy, I can discern that primi- 

tive condition of landed property which at one 
Agricult~~t.al tc- 

I I I I ~ C S .  tirne, pcrhaps, prcrailed throughout Hinrlcmst:\~ 1. 

lI.Tliile thc more open portions of the peninsula have been over- 

run by invaders, and subjected to diffcrent follns and changes 

of Government, the hills, from their seclusion and poverty. 

have remained comparatively unmolested. The framc-work of 

the land system is here preserved in its original simplicity, and 

those rarions and coinplicatcd tenures ~vhich have grown up 

I' 
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with tbe innovations of conquest, arid the progress of society in 

our lower Provinces, are, in this neigbbourllood, almost un- 

known. 

122.-There are, I conceive, two separate properties in the 

soil. The first and paramount is the right of 
. Simplicity of Hill 
tenures. the State to a certain share of the gross pro- 

duce, and the second is the hereditary right of cultivation and 

claim to the rcst of the produce on the part of the cultivator. 

Such is the simple and intelligible relation between the agricul- 

tural community and the State, which, with few exceptions, exists 

throughout these hills. " Concurrent rights of diffcrent cliarac- 

'L  ter are perfectly conlpatible with eac.h other. The rights of 

two princes to the land cannot CO-exist, no more than the 

'' claims of two contending cultivators. But the right of the 

" prince and the cultivator relating to different shares of the en- 

tire crop, are perfectly consi~tent with eacli other."* 

123.-The hereditary riglit to possession and-culture of the 

land is called, ill the language of t11e.c;~ ldls,  
TIereditary right 

of cultivation. ' L  Mrarisee." The word is foreign, being an 

Arabic derivative from the root " Wirs" or inheritance, and 110~-  

ever introduced, has now become a household word. Its ap- 

plication is not limited to agricultural tenures, but the heredita- 

ry right to official posts connected with the land, such as that of 

Chowdree or bIoqudum, is designated " Warisee." The here- 

ditary vocations of the cllumar or hide-tanner, the blacltsn~ith, 

' caspcnter, or priest, are species of " Wari~ee :" and, indeed, tl!e 

* Sec Mr. Ellis' Meerrsee paper, Rovenue Selections. 
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term is applied to any Iuxe&tary interest or privilege what- 

soever. 

124.-It is difficult to say, what constitutes, in the estimq- 

tion of the people, an hereditary ownership ilk 
Probable origin. 

the land. I believe the term properly applied, 

belongs only to the descendants of the original settlers, who Ly 

their iadnstry and enterprise first reclaimed the waste. I have 

known cases where the pre.sent incunibcnt has held uninter- 

rupted possession for thirty or forty years. But he will not 

assume, nor will the people concede to him, the appellation of 

Waris." If asked whose land it is, they will still refer to 

those traditional persons in whom the right was once known to 

reside. There may be no traces of the veritable owners ; ano- 

ther family may have enjoyed, for half a centnry, all the sub- 

stantial privileges attaching to the hereditary usufruct of' tllc 

land. But the rank mill still be withheld. Time alone call 

effect the change. -4s generations pass away, the title of the 

incumbent gradually aoquires validity ; less bp the force of 

his own prescriptive claims, than by the lapse of time which 

has obliterated the memory of the past. 

125.-Strictly speaking, the right to hereditary possession 

was oontingent upon the proper cultivation of 
S~~l!iect t o  what 

col~ilitiona. the land, and the punctual payment of he Go- 

vernment dues. Directly these conditions were neglected, the 

Government had an undoubted right to transfer the tenure to 

another, and to provide for the security of its own 'revenue. 

At first, the alienation was only temporary, and the right to 

return within a certain period was universally recognized. Under 
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tlie rule of the Rajas, this liinit was cxceeditlgly ill-defined. 

Popular feeling was always in favor of the hereditary claimant, 

and no lapse of time, within the memory of the inhabitants, 

was held sufficient to debar his title. When the Hills 

were ceded to us, hundreds of individuals, who had left 

the country through the oppression of the Sikhs, recovered 

their lands, by simply presenting themselves a t  the village, and 

proving their title to the actual incumbcnts. And in our Courts, 

whenever the claims of an hereditary owner of land, no matter 

how long dispossessed, were submitted to a village council, the 

srhitrators invariably awarded the entire holding to the Waris." 

These examples sufficiently denote the scntilnents of the people, 

and though I was obliged to adopt more dcfinite rules, many suits 

were received, which under the strict lcttcr of the law, were not 

tenable. 

126.-This hereditary right was transferrable by gift or 
Trmsfirrable by 

gift or mortgage. ~llortgage. Mortgages were rare on the hilly 

tracts, because no one could be found to advance money on such 

security,but they were of frequent occurreilce in the valleys, where 

the produce of the land is certain and valuable. These convey- 

nnces were of onedescription, never conditional or involving abso- 

lute transfer of the land in default of payment within a stipulated 

term, but always redeemable after any lapse of time, on liquida- 

tion of the original advance. Generally, the iuortgager retains 

the cultivation in his own hands, and surrenders only the profit 

arising from the limited demand of the State. Sometimes his ne- 

cessity will oblige him to give up the right of cultivation also, and 

then the holder of the mortgage will cultivate the land his 
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ewn servants and. cattle, and by greater econorny2:lsure a great- 

er gurplus. 

127.-A transfer by gift tsltes place only when the incum- 

bent has no heirs. He can then select a Euccessor without inter- 

ference from the Government. 13ut he cannot alienate his land 

to the prejudice of his lawful inheritors. 

128.-But this hereditary right in the soil was never sold. 

~ o t  8sle;rble. The people never coilsidercd their tenure of that 

absolute and perfect character, that they could transfer it, finally, 

to another. The idea of sale is evi lently quite strange and even 

dibtasteful to them. The land, they argue, bclongs to Govern- 

ment. Ours is simply the right to cultivate, Land has never yet 

been sold, and how can we sell what does not belong to us. The 

Government appears to liave exercised a like furbearance. A 

" ?fTaris" was never dispossessed By an arbitrary order, or if he 

ever was, the exception was so rare as to prove the general rule. 

129.-Extensive wastes and forcsts are usually consideretl 

Right& to  wastes 
~ n d  forcsts. the undivided property of Government. But 

even here there arc subordinate tenures wliich cnnnot be over- 

looked. There are c e r t a i ~ ~  castes it1 the Iiills, such as ' L  Goojurs" 

and " Gudecs," \ ~ h o  cultivate little, and keep herds of buffaloes, 

and flocks of sheep and goats. Such C ~ ~ L S S ~ S  have n claim upon 

certain beats of the forest which they regard as their " Warise~,'' 

subject to the paytnant of pasturqe tolls. The fsrests of t l ~ r  

lower Hills are apportionell out arnong t l ~ e  l' Gudees" or 

shephwds of the Snowy range, w!lo, in the winter season brin; 

Q 
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down their flocks to graze. In the same manner, the Goojurs 

with their buffaloes, will takeup divisions on a hill side, and care- 

fully respect their mutual boundaries. Not unfrequently, as buffa- 

loes rejoice in different slirubs and grasses than those which 

sheep and gozts affect, a Gudee and a Goojur will possess a 

conr~irrent claim upon a certain tract of forest. Either would 

instantly resent the intrusion of another of the same tribe, bring- 

ing the same class of animals to graze, but as their respective 

herds delight in different esculent matter, the rights of the two 

are perfectly compatible. 

130.-Sometimes this hereditary on-nership i11 the soilis rest- 

ed in Bramins and Rajpoots, or in persons cn- 
Incidents of te- 

nure ill cl~ltivation. gaged in trade who do not cultivate themselves ; 

the agents they employ are usually domestic sen-ants remorable 

a t  mill. But sometimes the agent acquires, by long possession, 

a prescriptive right to cultivate, ai~cl becomes a fixture upon tlie 

soil. l i e  receives half the produce as tlie wages of his labor, 

and his superior is restricted to tlie profits resulting on the other 

half, after paying the Government demand. This custom has 

created a double species of hereditary right: a degree more 

complicated than that simple and natural relation where the 

cultivator is himself the lessee, and no one stands between him 

and the State. 

I 31.-In some instances, when it is not very clear who has 

the better title to the Government lease, it is not unusual 

for the cultivator and ltsscc to make a compromise : and after 

setting apart one-half as the right of the cultivator, to  divide 
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the other half, equally, among themselves ; each paying a moiety 

of the revenue, and enjoying whatever surplus may remain. 

This practice is peculiar to the Kangra perguna, l ~ n d  is called 

Adh-Salee," or half revenue, meaning that the parties are joint 

lessees. 

132.-This subordinate right of cultivation is not trans- 

ferable by gift or mortgage, but oniy by inheritance. 

133.-Towards the plains, the tenures assume a different 

complexion. Instead of an agricultural body, 
Existence of pro- 

prietary right near 
the Plains. equal among themselves, and looking only to 

Government as their superior, the community is divided into 

various grades, and one class enjoys privileges which do 

not extend to the rest. For instance, in talooquas Khundee, 

Lodwan, Soorujpoor, Indoura aud Icheirum of perguna Noorpoor, 

and in talooqua Chokee Icotlehr, of pcrguna Nadomn, tlierc 

exists in some rillages, a proprietary class who levy from the 

other cultivators, a kxed ceas on the entire grain produce, 

varying from one to two seers in every maund : and a small 

inoney rate of four to two anas on every " Ghoomao" of land, 

cultivated with sugar, cotton, safflower, or other stuffs not divi- 

sible in kind. These ducs are collected at every harvest, and di- 

vided among the proprietors nccorclit1.g to ancestral shares. But 

this is the sum of their profits, for the whole community, pro- 

prietors or not proprietors, pay a t  tnoney rates, according to the 

rateable distribution of the Government revenue. 

131.-In soine villagres, however, particularly in Indoura 

and Kheirun, the proprietary right is of a more perfect character, 

and analogous to the " Zeminclaree" tenure of the North- 
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Western Provinces. The rents are taken in kind, or at money 

rates in excess of the Gorcrnment demand, and the proprietors 

enjoy, besides these proportional cesses, a clear surplus over 

and above the Government revenue. 

135.-But these cesses are not always the indication of 

proprietary rights. Official fees sometimes took 
l'roprictary cess- 

(,a. Tho seer in 
{he ~naond, or the same form, two scers in the maund n-cre the 
.' Hucl Scerilla." 

usual proportion awarded to the Chomdree. One 

secr in the maund was the occasional perquisite of the 3Ioqudull1 

or village headman. This coincidence would be very perplexing, 

but luckily the officialcases, unnssociated with a proprietary right, 

are extremely rare. I am inclined to think that m early timcs 

these cesses were all of thein official. There was no such thing 

,as a proprietary right vested in private parties, and Go1 ernment 

alone was absolute proprietor. But the advantage which the 

office conferred, together with the tendency of native institu- 

tions, to remain in one family, gradually converted a temporary 

.perquisite into a permanent hereditary and transferable right. 

1 36.-According to thc Re\-enue Survey, conducted under 

Captain Blagrare, 26th Native Infantry, the 
Total Arca of 

l< X I I ~ ~ L  l'roper. superficial contents of the whole District is .ss 

Square Blitish statute miles:. ........... 8,4 708 

British statute acres ,.................. 15,80,387 
137.-The details of this estpnsive arca, distributed among 

the four pergunas, ancl sub-divided into waste, 
l ) i h t r i l ~ l ~ l i o ~ ~  illto 

Pcrg~lllss. occupied, and alic~lated lancls, are given in the 

annescd Statement :- 
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. ed area in each perguna is as follows :- 

Name of 
I'erguna. 

-- 

......... liangra, 

Xadown, ..... 

....... JIurecpoor 

Soorpoor, ...... 

I o o r o o r ,  . . . . . .  3 10 I 

l 
Average, ... 3.35 J 

139,-0ut of the entire superficies of the district not less 

I I-- .. 
I I 1 I 

Total,. 10,89,361 G8,021 3,36,385 
--__p . - p -  -- 

 the proportion of unculterable land to the cultivat- 

than 60 per cent. or about 11,00,000 acres are occupied, by  hills, 

Area in 
statute 

AREA IN STATUTE ACRES. 

forests,' &c!.'; unfit for cultivation. 

- 

140.-These forests are found chiefly on the slopes of the 

--- 
l Aliena-1 

several ranges and contain some useful trees. 
Specificstio~i of 

1:ol.rsts. 
Owing to the difference of eleration there is a 

Barren. 1 I waste. 

i-- 3,25,974 30,958 

great variety, and almost every zone finds its peculiar represen- 

Cultirnt- 

3,27,2l4 

1,57,996 

l 2,78,177 

tatives. While the lower hills are clothed with the tropical bam- 

cd. 
-- 

21,341 

1,$01 

14,421 

boo, the highest range produces oaks, pines, rhododendrons, and 

. ted or I Total. 1 mi'w. 
japer .  

--- 

other characteristics of Northern Europe. I do not pretend t o  

~ i v e  a tllinute maccount of every tree, nor it; such a description 

81,483 12,9511 4,51,369 =705: 
I 

1,21.5471 39,2961 5,09,39S1 a -786 

==343f 43,653 

89,702 

1G,447 2,19,397 

17,923 4,00,223, =G254 



requisite in a general report, but I will select and briefly notice 

the more valuable sorts. 

I 4 l .-The wilt1 bamboo is found in :tlraost a11 the ranges 

that skirt the plains. There are extensive for- 
Wilt1 liamboo. 

csts in the hills of Chokee liotlehr, convenient- 

ly  situated in the neighbonrlloorl of tlie river Sutlcj. Merchants 

from 1,oodeeana occasionally come up and cut them, and Go- 

vernment exact a fee of one rupee for every thousand. I t  ap- 

pears again, in greater profusion, in talooquas Seeba and Dutar- 

poor, where considerable districts covered with bamboo, have 

bren marked off as Government preserves. ln talooqua Lodwnn 

near Pathankote, the same plant is scattered over the forest, mix- 

et1 with other trees, and a dense thicket of bamboos, almost im- 

penetrable, clothes the southern flank of thc Asapooree hill, in 

tal~oqua Rajgeeree. In the Snowy range two or three di- 

~ninutire species occur. One called " Nirgal," is used by the 

people for wicker work and for lining the insidc roof of their 

houses ; another kind called " Girch," is in request for the sticks 

of hookas. 

142.-Besides these mild varieties. there are five different 

sorts of cultivated bamboo. Two of these, the 
Cultivated Barn, 

tl30. 
'l Muger " and the  " Mohr," grow in the val- 

leys, and attain a size ancl height not surpassed in Bengal : thc 

other three species call " Nal," 'l Boatloo" and "Phugloo" are 

usually found in the u p l a d  villages. In  the cylinder of the Nal, 

a substance sometimes coagulated, sometimes liquid, is discover- 

ed, known in Hindostan by t.he name of '& Uuneslochun," and 

highly valued fgr its cooling and strengthcnirig properties. 
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l.13.-Advancing into the interior, the " Cheel" or P r ~ u ~  
Pines. Longgoiia" forms the usual decoration of the 

Pinns Longifulia" 
or Cheel. hills. It grows luxuriantly on the Northern 

declivities, and is seldom or never found on the Southern aspect 

of a range. This pine appears to be very hardy and adapted to 

3 great variety of climate. I have observed detached trees in 

the Joala Mookee valley, a t  an elevation of only 1,600 feet 

above the sea, and the same species is found on the Snowy range 

as high as 7,000 feet. In hot and exposed situations, the growth 

is stunted, and the wood worth little or nothing. In sheltered 

localities, however, the forest consists almost entirely of erect, 

well-shaped trees, some of which will yield beams thirty feet 

long, and planks ~~pmards of two feet in width. The luxuriance 

and compactness of the timber, increase with the elevation, up to 

5,000 or 5,500 feet ; and the climate of this region appears the 

best suited for its development ; above and below this point, the 

tree gradually deteriorates. 

144 .-In accessible positions, this pine has become scarce. 

Increasing ecarcity. Around Nooyoor and Kotila, there are few 

trees left which are north the cutting. In more secluded parts 

where water carriage is not available, there still remain extensive 

forests. The most remarkable spots are the Northern taloo- 

quas of pergunn Mureepoor. The Northern slope of the 

I~ills above Joala hlookee, the Eastern part of perguna 

Nadown, around the Police stations of Hureepoor and 

Bursur, the upper portion of the palurn' valley, and underneath 

the fort of Putheear, in perguna Kangra. These trees are sold 

occasionnlly to Punjab merchants, at rates according to the posi. 
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tion. The highest rate is one rupee for every tree. The wood 

of the ched is not heM in much repute. If kept out of the 

influence of the atmosphere, it will last for many years. But 

lying in the forest, expmed to the weather, the timber becomes 

perfectly decomposed in the course of two years. 

. 145.-There are two other species of pine found in the 

Snowy range above Dhurmsala. The first. and 
Other Pinell. 

. the more common is the Keh or " PINUS Web- 

bicana." This tree begins at an elevation of 8,000 feet, and rapges 

up to 10,500 or 11;000 feet above the sea. It is a beautiful cy- 

press-looking pins, exceedingly straight, and attaining a length 

of .Q040 -190-feet. The woodj hoyvever, is even isferiqr to the 

'.'. Obeei." . -  The people make little Qr ng qge of it except for the 

r,qofing ~ f -  their hoyseg. The tree is felled, aod cut inta blocks, 

two OF thre,e feet long. These b l ~ s k s  are split with the hatchet 

into thin shingles about two inches thick, and these shingles are 

laid -on the roof like slates ; they require renewal every two 

years. The other pine is called the Touse," identical with tbe 

pindrow or '' ABIES Pindrow" of the Eastern Himalaya. This 

tree has a more limited range than the " Reh." It is seldom 

found lower down than 9,000 feet, and ascends to much the 

same elevation. There is a great similiarity of appearance in 

the two trees, but seen together, as they often are in the forest, 

they ape at oQce disting~lishable. The brapcbes of the Reh are 

more clroeping, and the leaves are finer and of a lighter green. 

The 'L Touse" is much rarer in these hills, and is only. found in 

particular localities, The wood is nearly. analogous to tl1at:of the 
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reh. I t  is not much valued, and growing at such an elevation 

is not even applied to roofing purposes. 

14G.-The two valuable species of pine, (wliich arc abut\- 

dant in Perguna Kooloo,) the " liyl" or" 1'1- 
'I'hr Keloo or Cc- 

dl.113 Deodara. NUS e tcetsa ," and the " I<eloo" or " c e ~ i ~ v s  

Deodnra" do not exist in Kangra proper. I shall have occasion 

to describe them when I submit the report on that portion of 

my charge. 

147.-This sallie lofty cllaiii produces mnlry varictics of 

oak. The co~nnionest kirid is tllc " Can" or 
0:il;s. 

QUERCUS incana" mhicll appears to have a 

considerable range. I t  is found in tlie lower hills as low as 3,000 

feet, and ascends as high as 8,000 feet. The mood is tough arid 

hard, but liable to warp, anci to decompose on csposnrc to w t .  

The Englisll rcsidcnts at Dllurmsala, have nseci tliis timber firr 

beams ?11d rafters ill building tlieir llouscs; tlic people of the 

valley estecm it for their sugar and oil mills, but seldom use it 

in the construction of their dwellings. During the IVinter sea- 

son, the evergreen branches of this tree, ancl indeed evci-y spc- 

cies of oak, furnish fodder for cattle and shecl). Higher up tllc 

range, occurs the ' 6  I<hurioo" or QL:ERCL.:: f i e ~ ~ i i ~ ' ~ ~ * ~ ) { i ; ) / ~ ~ l , ' '  

t!lc lcnvcs of mllicll :ire prickly likc t ! ;~ llo?l\i, and t2ic foliage 

is ~)rizccl as  food for cattle above any other kind. 'Sliis oak ..;cl- 

don1 g~-oxvs lower cio~vn tllan 5,000 fcct, and ascends e\-cn bc- 

14c9.-13esitlcs thesc trecs, tllc Suo~vy range produces sevc- 

ral varieties of Rboiiodeuc1ronl tllc Ilorsc. clles- 
OtI3(~: furest pro- 

*lur t>.  nut, tlle liully, tlic sycrunorc, the yell-, rlie alcler, 
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thc \\rill1 rncJlnr, a species of poplar, and the birch. Tllese 

are t11e most noticeable proclnctions ; there are se,veral others, 

both trec? and shrubs, whose naines and uses I do not ];now, 

and wllicli no one but a Botanist can describe. 

149.-The " Moma" or '' B-ISSI-~ lo?2g$olin" is widely &f- 

fusccl over the ion-cr. hills. In  parts of pcrguna 
'l'he Jlo~rx or 

'L ~ ; i t s i a  Loi~gi~ulin." ~ T ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~ ~ ~ ,  i t  exists in great abundance, and the 

two s~nall  talooq~zas of upper and lower Mozu, derive their nRme 

h o ~ n  the prcvalence of the tree. It is well known in onr lower 

provinces. A spii.itnous liquor is drawn by distillation from its 

flowers, nncl n thick oil, adapted for the manufacture of candles, 

is cxprcssecl from thc seed. The flowers are collected as they 

fill1 from the tree, in May, and are sold by tlie people to the 

I i ~ d a l  or distiller, at  the rate of fifty scers for tllc rupee. The 

flowers are immersecl in water. The fourth day they are fer- 

inciited, and the process of distillation bcgins. The pcople 

barn the oil for lamps, ailcl traders so~netinles use it to adnl- 

terate tllc ghee (or clarified buttcr,) intended fur exportation. 

150.--The L' Hurh" or 'L T E ~ ~ ~ I I N A L I ~  Chebzila," is scattered 

about in single trccs. I t  is most abundant 
'I'!le " ITni-h." or 

L '  ,1.crlninaliit (:lie- in the westcrncorner of the Juswan valley, and 
bula." 

along the second or Juswan chain of hills. 

There are a few trees in nlouza Kutra, of perguna Hureepoor, 

i r l  nlouzn Jlujcea of talooqtla Chnngnr, and in the jngecr cstnte 

of' Eaja l'ertitb Chlrn(1, pergona X~tclown. These trees are very 

vitluablc. T11c producc of a single tree will sometiil~es scll f'or 

2 00 Iiupees. The Hurb flowers in May. The fisuit ril~ens in Oc- 

tubcr or Septcnlbcr, and consists of a nut cncloscd in a tliin cu- 
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terior rind. The rind is the valuable part. I t  is used as an 

aperient, and has also tonic properties calculatecl to promote di- 

gestion. It also forms a dingy yellow dye. The fruit is es- 

parted by traders from the plains, who generally contract for 

each tire, accor~ling t'o the prodoce it bean. The larger the 

fiuit, the more active its medicinal qualities. One nut will 

soinetimes sell for one rupee. The ordinary price below, is 

ten or eleven seers for the rupee. 

151.-Isolated trees of the Toon (CEDRELA Toonn,) and the 

" Talee" or Sisoo" (DALBEBGIA S~SOO,) are 
Timber Trees. 

found throughout the district. Formerly thcy 

were reserved as the special property of Government, and no one 

was allowed to cut thein without permission. Their qualities as 

timber are well lmomn. The Toon grows luxuriantly in these 

hills, but the climate does not appear congenial to the Sisoo, 

\vbich selclom attains any size. There is one, and only one 

forest of the Seral" or LLSaul" (SHOREA ~obusta) which occurs 

at  Andreta in the Palum valley, mixed up with the oak, and 

common fir. This tree also appears out of place. The pro- 

portions are very inferior to the noble specimens which used 

to adorn the forests of Rohilkund. 

152.-There are seven or eigllt species of $flnlos~, some, 

of them shrubs. The Ohee," one of the fami- 
Tllr various " 31i. 

mosa" tree8. ly, is a very elegant looking tree. I t  grows ra- 

l'idly. The wood is light but not valuable. The two most es- 

tee~ncd species are tlie Sirees" or Rl~nros~ Sirees," and the 

1' l<byreh or 111110s~ C'atec6z~," which is confined to the oi~ter 

llilla borclcring oil the plains. 
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153.-Among other valuable timber trees are the Jamun, 

(or EUGENIA Jambttlana) the 'L Urjun" (TECJII- 
0 t 11 c r v~luablc 

'Timbcr trcer. NALIA GLABRA,) tllc " 1<Uknr" or " I<ukrein 

(Rnus Kukrir Singhz') a very handsome ycllom-grained wood, thc 

'' Kurumbh," (NAUCLEA Caclcm6cc,) the "I<yinul," the " Bndrol," 

ancl the Chuinba, a species of " I~IICFIELIA ;" this last tree is not 

fo~ulld mild. It is cultivated lilie the llangoe, and inhabits only 

the upper valleys. The p a i n  of the wood is veiy compact and 

close, and for door posts, lintels and rafters is much piizerl. 

Hnt for beams, the weight is too heavy, and from its liability 

t o  warp, it is not fitted for planks. 

154.-The following are tllc principal llledicinal trees pro- 

cluced in the hills, thc Kunear" or CASSIA Fis- 
nIedicinal trecs 

and tjhrobs. tllla, L' I<co~"' Or ~ O L A P H E N A  antidissento'i- 

cza~# the " Bcheyra" or TER~I~NALIA Belerica.. Thc" Juphlota" 

155.-Among the wild fruits arc the cherry, rnsl3bcn.-, 

blackbei~y, barberry, strawberry, medlar 
Wild ant1 culti- 

vated fruit trccs. (JCjrut,) two kinds of edible fig, and tlie L' Brre" 

ZIZY L * I I I ~ S  .Jt~.d)a.") 

15G.-,Almost every dwelling in the hills ifi encircled with 

vnrions fruit trces in a half wild and half cultivatecl state. Thc 

inost conlmon arc the mulberry, (four varieties,) mangoe, plantni~i, 

l)excll,l~oinegrai~atc, limes, (sweet ancl acid,) citrons, oranges, :lntl 

in the uppcr villages, walnut and apricot ; thc last tree, thougl~ 

cscccdingly conlillon in I<ooloo and the eastern IIimalaya, is 

\-cry scarce in Kangra proper. 1 have seen it nt I<nnyarel~, :I 

village near Dhurmsaln. In  gardens Iclonging to the inore 



wenltlly classes, may be added, paper ,  q~doces, apples, the 

Aloocha," a small yellow plum, and the gunvn. 

157.-Thc L' Enr" (or FICUS IIZ~~CN,) tllc pec~111, (US FICUS 

?.eli,yr/zbsa) anci t l ~ c  semril, or cotton tree, ( B o ~ r -  
3lisccllaireous 

trees. uss helx'aphyllunt) are universal every nhcrc  

up to 4,000 feet. One of the nlost conlmou trees ou the ridges 

of the fields is the " Dhan~un" ( ~ S C H Y N O M E N E  Arborea,) the 

branches of which are periodically cut in winter time as pro- 

vender f ~ r  the cattle. 

158.--Among the floweril~g shrubs are the red ,and the 

white dog rose, a beautiful double white rose, 
Flowering s l~n~bs .  

the yellow and white jessamine, some shrub 

minlosas or acacias, and many other plants whose names I do not 

know. The wild inccllar in blossom presents an a1)pearance 

likc the haw-tllonl in England, and the barberry has a minute 

yellow flower which makes an agreeable variety. These shrubs 

arc found in every hedge, and in the spring season scent the air 

wit11 their perfume. The AXDROMEDA, with its white hcath-like 

bells, and the gaudy R I I ~ D O D E N ~ R O N  are limited to the upper 

hills. 

150.-In the time of the Rajas, the forests mere strictly 

preserved, for game-keepers (Rnkha) were en- 
Forests in anci- 

ent times. tert.ained to patrol the bounds and prevent the 

intrusion of the profane. Once a pear, the Raja mould order :l 

grand battue. The people were collected as beaters, ant1 

match-lockmen were posted on every tree. The Raja himself 

would have a place prepared at some eligible break. Then 

would cornmencc the busilless of the day. The beaters led on 
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by drullls and fifes and all sorts of discordant instruments, drive 

tllc gtmc ton-arda the shooters, and the forest would resound 

with a corlstnnt succession of shots. The slaughtered 1-ictims, 

lvild pigs, wo~lld be collected ill bsnl>s, and rare was the 

battne, when KO illjurj- occurred to the beaters. 

160.-These preserves are still kept up in the jageer estates 

of their descendants. But in the Government 
In pre:;?nt time.?. 

lands, the people on our accession broke loose, 

and for the first three years could not be restrained fro111 reck- 

less derastation of the timber. Now again there has been a 

re-action, and the people l~ave framed laws for mutual obser- 

vance, with the express object of maintaining the forests. Every 

one may gather fuel, but he may not cut green wood, and for 

building purpose;, he can fell timber on the issue of an order 

from the headman of the village. 

1G1.-On grassy hills, destitute of trees, the peopIe graze 

their cattle ; portions are enclosed to provide 
Grass hilli;. 

long grass for tllatch. These enclosures are 

called " Khuretur." During the rains, the residents of the up- 

per  alleys take their buffaloe: up to the Snowy range, to pas- 

ture grounds, 8,000 or 0,000 feet above the sea. At that elevation, 

the animals are not beset with venomous flie's, and the grass is 

lnsuriant, intermixed with beautiful varieties of ANEMONE and 

PO.~BHT~LLA,  tlie leaves of which are even more grateful and 

nourishing than the grass. 

163.-Thc. entire cultivated area of the district amounts 

to  4,23,005 acres, of which 78,111 acres are 
('111titatcd area. 

irrigated, 'and 3,11,893 acres are dependent 

lipon the seasuns. 



163.-The proportions of irrigated to un- 
Irrigated lar~cb. 

irrigated land in the four pergunas, are as 

follows :- 

h'angra, . . . . . . . . . . .  133.55 l 
Nadown, . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.48 I 
IIureepoor 18.68 1 . . . . . . . . . . . .  ) Per cent. 

Noorpoor, . . . . . . . . . . .  12.89 - l  ... Average ,... 22.65 J 
5 

1~4.-Thus, I<angra is tlie best arid Nadown tlie worst, ir- 

rigated district. Kangra lies under the shelter of that range, 

wliose ice-clad summits give birth to a hundred streams, and 

Nadomn is cut off from their fertilizing influence, by the Beeas, 

into whose waters they descend and are absorbed. 

165.-Irrigation in this district is effected entirely through 

Irrigation. Kan- 
the agency OF canals. There are no wells or 

gm. 
tanks adapted for this purpose. In the upper 

valleys, the water is supplied by the streams from the Snowy 

range, and i: conducted by means of narrow cuts to the cul- 

tivated surface of the country. On each of these rivers, there 

are at  least fifteen to twenty independent canals, leading to 

various villages on the right or left bank. The water is drawn 

from tlie main stream by simple embankments made of stones 

taken from the bed, and cemented together with green sticks. 

These einbanklnents are placed a t  farorable turns, where the 

excavation of a new channel, assisted bp a partial barrier of 

stones, is sufficient to divert the quant.ity of water required. The 

canal heads are at all points of the stream. Those destiued for 

the upper portions of the valley, lie deep in the hills, and are 
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carried along the hill side, with great difficulty. The lower 

cuts are easily constructed, and a course of a few hundred 

yards brings thein upon the cultivated level. 

166.-Most of these canals haye been projected by the 

people themselves ; the larger ones, which sup- 
Village canals 

cO1'strncted. ply water to four or five villages, are generally 

the work of individuals, the relatives or connexions of the 

ancient Rajas. They all h a w  distinctive appellations, and a full 

account of them is given in No. VIII. of the Selections from 

Public Correspondence. 

167.-The peculiarity of these canals is, that they are 

managed entirely by the people, without any as- 
How maoaged. 

sistance from Government. The people main- 

tain an organized staff of officers, usually one for every vil- 

lage, to patrol along the canal course, to prevent theft, stop 

leakage, and to distribute the water. Every village has its own 

code of rules, which, .during the progress of the regiilar set- 

tlement, has beell reduced to writing, and placed with the re- 

cords of each township. 

168.-One of these hill streams, the Guj, after piercing a 

sandstone range, issues out upon another noble 
I r r i j i a ~ i o ~ ~  iu Hur- 

eepoor. expanse in the Hureepoo~ perguna, called the 

HuI Doon." Tbe facilities for irrigation in this valley are 

even greater than in Kangra, for the descent of tlie country is 

inore gradual and even. A finc canal, dcsignecl by n Princess 

of the Goleir family, and called after her, sul~plics watrr to fif 

tecn villages. The system of managerncnt is tlic sanle in prin- 

ciple, though irlstead of  illa age oflicera, tliere is ail estallisliment 



for the whole circuit, consisting of one superintendent, eight de- 

puties or butwals, and eight beldars or professional excavators. 

The people tax themselves according to the proportion of water 

they receive, and pay a ycarly sum of 300 rupees to the super- 

intcndent, who after disbursing the expenses, keeps the surp111s 

as his perquisite. On thc 1st Sawun, (July), a grand procession 

takes place to the canal head. A sort of fair is held, and five 

'' Bulees" or heads are offcred in sacrifice. One maIe buffaloe, 

one goat, one sheep, one cock, and one pitcher of wine. The 

" Excavators" hare an hereditary claim to the buffaloe, thc but- 

wals to the sheep, cock, and wine, and the superintendent and 

his friends feast upon the goat. 

169.-In perguna Hurcepoor, irrigation cuts are also drawn 

from tlic 13eeas, the Ban Gunga, the IJechr, and the Bool. 

170.-In perguna Noel-poor, two talooquas, Khirun and 

Indoura, are watered fro111 the Beeas. Every 
I r r i g ~ t  i o n  i n  

~ o o r p o v r .  village has its own canal, and keeps up two 

or three beldars or diggers. But owing to the Fiolencc of the 

floods which sweep over the low lands in thc rains, the canal 

cuts are constantly washed away cr  filled \vith silt. The annual 

repairs are very expensive, and sometimes the adrantages hare 

been foregone, rather than the cost be defrayed. 

1'71.-Tlie minor streams of the ClluBee, the Zuber, and 

the Chaouc11, lend their waters for irrigation in their progress 

towards thc plains. 

17.2.-The cultivated area is dirided into fields, generally 

open and unenclosed, but in some parts of the 
Aspect of c111ti- 

v . l t i ~ u .  coulitry, surroundcd with hcdgcs, or stone walls 
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about four feet high. There is one custom, however, universal 

tliro~~ghout the hills. Around the cottage of every cultivator, 

there is a small plot of land which is always fehced in with 

shrubs ~ n d  trees, and constitutes as it were his castle. This en- 

closure is called the " k e e "  or Lahree," and being so close 

to the homestead is cultivated like a garden. 

173.-The size and appearance of the fields Fary in every 

perguna. In the Kangra valleys, where rice 
Size of fields. 

cultivation prevails, the fields descend in suc- 

cessive terraces one below the other, and are levelled and em- 

banked with s l i ~ h t  ridges to retain the water. The necessity of 

preserving an even surface restricts the size, and under the hills, 

mhere the fall is rapid, some of the fields are smaller than a bil- 

liard table. Towards the extremities of the valley, the slope is 

more gradual and the arcas expand, but the rice beds are inra- 

riably small. 

174.-In Nadokvn the contour is hilly, eren in the valleys, 

and the fields vary in figure and dimensions ac- 
E~~closarcs. 

cording to the natural features of the country. 

In  the western parts of Hureepoor and Noorpoor, cnclosures 

commence, the surface is less hilly, the fields enlarge in size and 

are protected by stout hedges quite impassable, except at stated 

breaks, and these are always stopped with n temporary barrier of 

loose dry thorns. Son~etimes the fields in one holding are subdi- 

vided by slight stone walls, but the holding itself is generally en- 

compassed by living fences.. This custom of enclosure gives 

n neatness and agreeable diversity to the scene. Tlie broad slolj- 
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ing fields, the red soil and the thick green hcdges remind one of 

a landscape in the south of Devon. 

175.-In so chequered a district of hill and dale, there 

must be several descriptions of soil. But these 
Soils. 

variations are broad and comprehcnsivc. They 

each comprise extensive tracts, and seldom mingle in the compo- 

sition of village lands. I have alrcady stated that tdooqua divi- 

sions usually follow the natural features of the country, and I 

may add that variations of soil are determined by the same li- 

mits. No two soils can be more incongruous than the valley lands 

of Kangra, and the contiguous hills of Burgiraon. But there is a 

general harmony between the rillages of the valley, as there is in 

the uplands. One talooqua differs from another, but the consti- 

tuent villages of each, will ordinarily correspond. Tlie people 

certainly recognise distinctions, but they are more artificial than 

real. Lands will he classified according to their distance from 

the homestead rather than from any inherent difference in  quali- 

ty. 'L Ek-fuslee" and '' Do-fuslee," or lands yielding single or 

double crops in the year, are the usual denominations, and this 

distinction argues, not that there are two soils, but that one class 

of fields gets more manure and better husbandry than the 

other. In every village there is a small parcel of inferior land, 

called '' B31111 Bunjar," but it bears an insignificant proportion to 

the entire area, and the presence of these patches does not, I 

tbiak, impair the accuracy of the general description. 

176.-The essential distinctions of soil are founded upon 

tlie varied structure of tlie mountains. Every 
Kangra sclil. 

for~lintion llas its distinguisllillg type. The soil 



of tlie lZaogra peguna is principally composed of disintegrated 

g-rallite, mixed up with the detritus from later formations. Tile 

sub-soil tliroughout the valley, consists of a bed of primitive 

boulders thrown off from the mighty rangc above. Tlicse in- 

gredients make a compouncl which is eminently favorable to re- 

getation. Wherever this soil prevails, trees abound and attain a 

lusuriant growth. It  is pcculiarly adapted for the cultivat,ion 

of rice, and with the assistance of manure is capable of yielding 

all the ~aluable  staples. 

177.--The soil in tlie vicinity of the secondary ranges, 

though not so rich is still of excellent quali- 
Second raricty. 

ty. The misture of sands with the stiff 

illarls ~ ~ h i c h  characterise this formation, constitutcs a light ancl 

fertile mould easily brokcn, and generally free from loose stones. 

This variety perrades the upper portions of perguna Noorpoor 

and Hurecpoor, and traverses Nadomn in a narrow belt running 

south east, from Chungur Bulj-ar to the Sutlcj. Throughout 

this range of country, the hill sides are clothecl wit11 forests, and 

fine umbrageous trees are scattercd amidst the cultiratecl ex- 

panse ; sugar-cane, cotton, rice, wheat, and maizc are tlie yrin- 

cipal articles of agricultural produce. 

178.-The third leading variety of soil is found whel.c- 

erer the tertiary formation apprars. Thc sou- 
T11;ril \.nricty. 

tliern portions of perguna Noorpoor, the taloo- 

quas of hI111lul Norec, Teera and lower Rajgecree, in pcrguna 

Nadown, are its-principal localities. Thc cliicf clinractcristics 

arc the cluantity of loose water-11-orn pebbles, ~vllich encumber 

the soil, and a cold reddish clay of diminished fertility. 'I'hrcugh- 
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C-- 

ont this tract tilere is a remarkable abscncc of trees, particularly 

in the Nadown perguna. The hill sides seldom produee anv- 

thing but rank grass, and the cultivation is limited almost entire- 

ly to crops of grain and pulse of the poorer kinds. 

Agicoltural pro- 
179.-The agricultural produce of the dis- 

duce. 
trict may be classified according to the following 

arrangement :- 

. RUnEE CROP, (SPRING.) 

KHUREEF CROP (AUTUMN). 

f lnl~u6% 

p-. 
) 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

. G 

. 
7 

8 

9 . 

10 

v r n s ~ c u ~ ~ n .  

Kuuuk, ............ 
Joa, .................. 
Chola, ............ 

L 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

G 

7 

S 

9 

10 

ESGLIHL ! BOTAXICAL. 
! 

Wheat , ............... Tx~rrccn cdyare, ............... i 
Barley , ............... H O R D E ~ X  Lr&ielron ,... ...... 

............... . Gram, CICER arkfinun~ ................- 

BoT.L\T~.\L. 

f i h r  or Uusoor, 

91uttu, Kulull, ... 
Stin, .................. 

Suroon or Snrsoon, 

Ulsee, ............... 
Koosoombba, ...... 

......... O r q  010% 

VERXACULAR. 

Dhan, ......... 
Cl~ulee, Kokree, ... 
Blundul ...... 
Son!,, . . . . . . . . .  
Knngnce, ...... 
Kodm, . . . . .  
Seyool, Batoo, ... 
Bares, Katoo, ... 
JOW, ......... 
Bnjre, ......... 

R E U R K ~ .  EXGLISH. 

......... Rice, 

...... Maize, 

1 
I 1 "let' " ." .  

J 

Amrrmntb, ... 
Buck wheat, ... 

9, 

I, 

I 
.......... Onvza 8ah.c~ 

ZEA maia, ......... ... ( 
UUIWB CO~LICUM .......... I 

... 
- '1 

~ A X I C C X ~ T U ~ I P ~ ~ U C ~ . I ~ ,  

P a s r c u x  Italicurn .......... 
PA~PALI~M scrolirulaturn, ... 1 ~cemlu, 

W ~ r n r s  anardwra ,... ... 
F ~ c o ~ u l u c r  rrrlqar~, ...... 
Bonorrv~ r~ulgarr . . . . . . . . . .  Tllesc two Cereals 

~ p i c u l u ~ ,  ... 

I.ent.il, ............... i ERvonr lens, ..................... 1 
I Pulse*. ................... ..................... Pca, Plsc.rr arrmsr, 

..................... ............... k n n ,  

............ l1 
............. 

SIRAPIB diobtorna, ) 
Rape seed I SINAPM glauer , .................. Oil S C ~ X  

Flax ................... 
......... SaIRower, 

............. Mustard, 

LIX~M urilatwairnum, ........... 
......... Can~urua~us tinctoriur, 

S r ~ ~ ~ ~ s ~ i ~ r n  (Ramphius, 

i 
J 

A DJ'% 
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KHUREEP C R O P ,  (A UTGrSfhl.) 

..................... BATATAS edulia, 

............ 
T l ~ r s c  ore t l ~ r ~ r  1.3- 

Cor.oc.\sr~ hiaaleasix, rietirn of edible 
nl-ll111s. 

Rr.zrn~:us. 

7 

I 
~ ~ r , o u l l l i n o ~ ~ s ~ ~ l a ~ ~ l ~ ,  I 

l llle ~ e e d s  o l  \vhic.ll 
'are split n ~ u l  used 

food, (Dull). 

I 
J 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Oil seed. 

TEIISAC~UR. E s o r . r s ~  I B o ~ ~ r r c . i I .  

Sunn, ............... 
Sun11 ICokra, ... 
IIrtldee, ......... Turmeric, ...... 
I<ucl~oor, ......... 
Adro, ............... Ginger, . . . . . .  

... ............... ......... 

CROTOLARIA jrrtreru, ............ Fibre 119rd for 

IIrnrsrcs rannabino, cordage. 

MISCEI.LANEOUS AND GARDEN PLAXTS. 

l 
I Seells nsed for nltrr- > nlives, seasoning, 
I &c. 
J 
Tsed ns 3 Pot-herb. 

............ 
Crncr~nra  longa, .................... 

..................... C ~ R C L ' H A  S]?., 

ZIS~.IDER ?flieinale, ............ 

... ................ 

Duneea, or Been .... Coriander, ......... 
S o ~ ~ n l ,  ............. l Auiw, .............. 
Kasnee .............. 1 Sowa, .............. Fennel ............. 

l 
Piplce. ...............' Peepsicum, ......... 
Pudecna, ............ I hIint, ............... 
Elnicl~ee, ........... ' Cardamum, ......... 
Junnee,. .............. I 

Nab, Buck wheat, P I I A Y E O L ~ S  radiatus. 

Ditlo. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

............ 

Cor:~ . \ s~ur .nr  satiuum, ............ 
P I ~ I ~ I S E L I . ~  anisurn ............... 
C H I C O I Z E ~ M  sp., ..................... 
FCUSICL~I.UXI paurnorir~tn, ...... 
C r \ l ~ s ~ c ~ x  frutesc~ls,  ........... 
~IENTIIA ziridis, .................. 
ALPINIA cardamom?rm, ........ 

............ L ~ c v s r r c c x  ujouan, 

hloongec. ......... 
Moth, ............ P 

C r h ~ ~ r .  
or D l ~ e ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~ ~ ~ *  ] 

Rong, ......... 
Koolth, ......... 
Kul~nli. ......... Cotton, 

............... PEIA~EOLUS aureus, 

...... P ~ i a s e o ~ u s  a c o n i l ~ o l h r ,  

.................. CAJAS~IS hiro/or, 

.............. Dor.rc~ios s inr~~s is ,  

................ D o ~ r c n o s  ro~iporus 

......... C . o s s ~ r ~ ~ l > f  Ir~rbacruri, 

Cultivated in a few 

......... .............. 3lithra , ' Pnuu-greek , 

l ...... 
Khumandec, ...... Sugnr-cane, ... S ~ c c r r a a l ~ ~ r  qficinarum, ...... 

............... Till, ............... SESAYI.W orientule, 

P o s l ~ t  or Afcenl, Poppy 

T l u c o x r ~ . ~ ~  $pnrm gvecrrm ,... 
............... LCFFA acrrtangnlu, 

1,urr.i pentandra, ................. 
L v r ~ a ,  ............... 
Lcvr.1, ............... 
; \Ioaron~~rcn charnntia, ........ 

.................. C c c u n n ~ ~ . \  P e p ,  

............ C U C ~ R L I I T A  nrarinla, 

................... C v c v ~ r s  sativus ,., 
................... CLI('~.LIIS Nelo, 

'Tr.~c.~lo~.\x~rrcu oriyninn, ...... 

Ghnror Gundolee, 

Ghee Gundolee, ... 
na1 Gundolee, ..... 
Gndee Gundolee,.. 

P a ~ n v s n  sotns<ferum, 

1 
I 

C II r 11 r I ,  i taceolls 

I 
I 11lnnls. 

l 
1 
I 
J 
I 

t 

I) 

91 

Kureln ,..... .......... 
I Petl~n, ............... , 

Tookm Kudoo, ... I 
......... Klleern ,.,. ......... C ~ ~ r n n i b r r ,  

............... lihu~bovza,.. ...... I Rlrlon, 

l'undal, ............ .,! 

plants here n n II 

l 
'I'on~nkoo, ......... Tobacco, ............ 

there fnr home con- 
sumption. 

NICOTIANA tolacu~n ,... ............ 
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180.-This list is a tolerably complete summary of the pro- 

Kukree , ............... 
Baiugoon, ........ 
Aloo ,.... ............. 
Moolce, ............ 
Peeaz. ............... 

duce of the district. Some of the articles included in the miscel- 

laneous column are very partially grown, but they could not hare 

.................. ...................... Chnh, ............... ,Ten, Trzria v i d i r  l - I 

............... Bfelo~l, 

Potatoe, ........... 
Radisl~ , ............... 
Onion, ............... 

been omitted. The cereals and pulses raised in the cold season, 

are common also to northern countries, and have English syno- 

............ Cvcq~-zns utilissirnua,.. 

SOLAXUM melnngena , ............... 
.............. SOI.AN~.H Iulerosum, 

.................. R A ~ I I A N ~ S  mfirux  , 

Ar.~rrar Crpa,  

nymes. But the detail of the Khureef or Autumn crop includes 

Cururbileceou 
plant. 

many products which are peculiar to tropical latitudes, and are 

unknown to Europe. It  would be tedious to enter into a des- 

criptive account of every item. Ill most instances enumeration 

byill suffice. But I propose to give a brief notice of the principal 

and most remarkable articles. 

18 I .-Wheat and barley are universalevery where. Of wheat 

there are several kinds, tlie bearded, and the 
Spring crop. 

beardless, the full white, and the flinty, red va- 

riety. Barley is uniform. Wheat grows most luxuriantly in the 

talooquas of Moree, Rajgeeree and Nadown, the 
I\rlicnt x~itl bar- 

Icy. soil of tlie tertiary hills seems the most conge- 

nial to it. The produce on the granitic soil of the upper 

vallcys is always poor aild thin. Barlcy flourislles in Huree- 

poor, and all along the base of the Silowy r;uige. The ripcuing 

of 11nl.vcst tal~cs place Inter than in the plains, and varies 
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according to the varyingelevation. The crops in the outer ranges 

will be yelow, and ready for the sickle, while the fields about 

Kangra are quite green : and the lower portion of the valley will 

be cut, and carried a month before the grain is matured in Pal- 

urn. From the beginning of April till thc end of May, is a suc- 

cession of harvest times, and in the remote talooqua of Bhoo- 

gallul, the barley, (for wheat is unknown,\ does not ripen till July. 

182.-The gram or chiclc pea is never grown in the lian- 

gra perguna, and is scarce in Hureepoor. 
Gram. 

Nado~vn ancl Noorpoor a re i t s  chief locnlitics. 

There is a belief carreilt in the hills, that there is some affinity 

in a gram field which attracts the lightnillg ; ailcl after n storm, 

I have certa.inly observed, whole tracts scorcl~ccl and destroyed 

as if by fire. 

183.-The lentil, field pea and bean, are comlllon in Kan- 

gra and Hureepoor, and supply the place of 
Spru~g legumes. 

the &clc pea. In  the other parts of +lie dis- 

trict they are not so frequently met with. All three are used 

by the people as articles of food. 

184.-Sursoon or rap-seed is f'oullcl evel-ywhere. I t  is 

cultivated for the oil it yields, ;mcl is grown ge- 
Oil seeds. 

nerally about the homestud. In t l ~ e  mouth of 

February, the y 4 l . o ~  flowers form a prctty fcature in thc pros- 

pect. 

185.-The flax plant is almost eutirely confined to the 

K a q r a  valleys. The seed is thrown on the 
Flax plant or lin- 

seed. ground between the stubbles of thc newly cut 

rice, and vithout any ~xevious cultwe. Tbc plant grows small, 
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and no use whatever is made of tlic fibre. The oil fi-om the 

seed is tlie only object in cultivating it. This oil has the pecu- 

liar property of drying. 

186.-Two of these grains are somctiincs sown together. 

For instancc, barley and wheat, and cithcr of 
Itlixtures. 

tlicse again With gram ; and gram is frequent- 

ly associated with the field pea. All these mixtures are called 

Bera" or Miss." Barley and wheat, the produce of one 

field, cannot afterwards be scparatcd. The people retain it for 

home consumptio:l, and make a brcad of the two graiog. Ear- 

lcy and gram, or wheat and gram, are easily divided. The ears 

of the one grow above the tendrils of the other, and can be 

reaped independently. The pea and the gram arc plucked and 

winnomcd togethcr ; they are then shaken on a tray, and the 

globular pea rolls to onc side, while tlie angular grain rclnains 

in another. 

187.-Hureepoor is famous, in the hills, for its safflower, 

ancl talooqua Mangur is the cliicf locality 
Safflower. 

mlicre it is raised. In  other parts of the hills, 

tho people grow just enough for their own ~vants, but Blangur 

supplies all the dyers of the ueighboul.hood. The flower yields ,z 

bright red clye, and an oil, fit only for burning, is expressed fro111 

the seed. The safflower thrives best on upland soils, and is 

sown by itself. Planted sparingly, and carefully weeded, it at- 

tains a great size. 

188.-The upper valleys of Kangra are the granaries of' 

ricc. Here are conibined the ab~uldancc of 
A u t U m n crops. 

Rice. water, mitli hip11 temperature, and a peculiar 
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soil n-hich nlake rice so esclusive s product. The peoplo re- 

cogmize upn~ards of ~ i s t y  varieties. The most estcemcd kinds 

are 6' Begllmee" '' Bansmutee," " Jkinwa," " Nuliunda," 

Klin~odh," L' R~nguwcc,~' &C. Each of thcsc sorts lias a special 

locality. Thus, Rililoo is fi~mous for its Beguizzce lice, arid 

Paluin for its Bansnzutee. Tliesc are the firicst riecs. In  the 

more elevated pnrts of thc vallcy, a coarscr kind is grown. 

Tlie local naincs are I<utlieeree, Icolhcna, &c. 

189.-The irrigated parts of Hureepoor ancl Y oorpoor 

also yield gooci rice, but not equal to tlie produce of the upper 

valleys ; and generally throngliout the district, wherever the lancl 

is fertile and level, rice is cultivated as a rain crop. The varic- 

ties SOTM on the dry lands arc coarser and nlorc linrcly. The 

local names are 'L Rora," I<uloona," " Dliukur," &c. 

190.-On lands which can command irrigation, the rice is 

not sown till thc beginning of Junc. In  dis- 
Scason ancl mode 

of sowing. tricts dependent upon rain, tlie seecl is thrown 

into tlie ground, as early as April, and the later the season of 

sowing, the less cliancc of tlie crop reaching maturity. The 

harvest time is during the lnontli of Ohtobcr. Tliere are three 

modes of culture. Two by sowing the seecl, and one by trans- 

planting. The first and simplest is called Bntnr." The sccd 

is sown broad-cast in its natural state. On unirrigated lands 

this is the universal metliod. The second consists of stcep- 

ing the seed and forcing it, under warm grass, to ge~mminatc. 

The seed, with tlie tender slioots, is tlien thrown into thc soil, 

mllicli has previously been flooileci to receive it. This ~netllod 

prevails wlierevcr water is abundant and is called '' wzlcl~" or 
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'L Loonga." The third is a ~ y ~ t c m  of transplanting, styled 

4' Oor." Thc young plant, about a inoutli old, is taken and 

placed out, at dated ii~tervals, in a wcll-flooded field. This pmc- 

ticc involves a good deal of trouble and is sclcloin follolved, cx- 

cept in heavy swampy ground where tlie plougll cannot work. 

The yield of transplanted rice is always greater than undcr 

either of the other methods. 

191.-In the month of July, the people have a curious 

may of killing the weeds, which I liavc ncrer 
Pccl~liar rnetlrod 
weedh'g Rice. observed in any other part of the country. 

The crop, meeds and all, is deliberately ploughed up, and 

turned over. Immediately after the operation, the whole np- 

pears utterly destroyed. But the weeds alone suffer. They are 

effectually extirpated by this radical process, and tlic rice springs 

up again twice as luxuriantly as ever. This practice is called 

' L  Holdtla," and thc crop is worthless, which does not undergo it. 

Rice is always sown by itself and never mixed. 

142.-The rice is separated from thc husk by the use of 

the hand pestle and mortar ; womcn arc usually 
Cleaning of ditto. 

employed upon this labour, and when working 

for hire, receive one-fourth of the clean rice as their n-ages. 

Tllis article is estensivcly csported and in the cold season, the 

roads arc thronged with drovcs of oxen, m~~les ,  &c. brought up 

from the Punjab, by tmders. 

103.-Rice has a very extensive range. In this clistric,t of 

ICsngm Proper, I have scen it as high as 
Rnnge of ditto. 

5,000 fect above the Scn. In liooloo, it gro11-s 

as high as 7,000 fect iu thc valley of thc Bccns. 
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134.-Maize, although. not so valuable a cereal, is pel.llap6 

of greater local ilnportance than rice. I t  grows 
Maize. 

every where throughout the hills, and appears 

to flourish just as well in a temperate as in a tropical clbate. 

At 7,000 feet or at  1,500 feet, it is the fiavorite crop of the peo- 

ple, and for six months of the year, forms their common stapIe 

of food. Although superseded in the valleys by the rice, there 

is always a little plot of maize around the cottages of the pea- 

santry, wlrich is reserved for themselves,while the rice is disposed 

of to wealthier classes. To the uplands, maize is an admirably 

suited crop. It is very hardy, requires little rain, and is rapidly 

matured. In sixty days, from the day of sowing, the cobs are 

fit to eat. But it will not keep. Weevils attack it in preference 

to any other grain, and it is a popular saying, tliat the U life of 

maize is only a year long." 

19.5.-Sugar-cnnc is largely cultivated about Kaiigra, and 

the culture is gmdually extending. Some parts 
Sugar-cane. 

of the Pnlum r alley, 3,200 feet above the Sea, 

are famous for the Cane they produce. I11 Noel-poor and Go- 

lcil-, the plant is rarely met mitli. In talooquas Nadolr-n and 

Rajgeeree, a portion of cvery holding will bc devoted to Sugrnr. 

Tliere are two or t l~rce varieties, Cli~un, Eikur, B~uideearee, nncl 

a juicy kind called Pooaz" raised only for eating. Thc quail- 

tity produced in different parts of the district is very ~unequaE. 

Noorpoor and Hureepoor arc deyendent upon importations, 

while Palum and Nadown supply the neighbouring parts of the 

~Iuildec lwincipaliky. 

106.-The canel:?lthougl not so thick and luxuriant in its 
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growth, as in the plains, contains a larger pro- 
Fec~iliaritios of 

Hill cane. portion of mccharinc matter. The molasses 

of tlic hills is notoriously sweeter and more consistent than the 

produce below. The juice is expressed by means of cylindrical 

rollers revolving over each otller, and the motive power is usually 

a team of four bullocks. This process is u~liversal over thcPunjaL, 

and is a great improvement on tlie mortar and pestle [lcoloo I us- 

ed in Hindoostnn. In  the wilder hills, to~vards Dutwal and the 

Sutlej, a very rude ancl primitive lnctliod of extracting the juice 

is in force, called 'L Jhundur." I have not scen it, and scarcely 

understand the description. But the leading feature appears 

to be that no cattle are employed : strong active young men 

employ their force, and the cane is someliow compressed by the 

suddcn closing of two frames of wood. 
* 

197.-Tlic cotton plant is cultivated in every perguna, ex- 

cept Icangra. But the yield does not equal the 
Cotton, 

consumption. Traders bring up cleaned and 

uncleaned cotton, and return with rice and other hill produce. 

I t  is sown earlier than in the plains, so sooiz as April, and lipens 

about November. 

196.-The millets arc grown on all the upland soils, they 

form an article of food a1110ng tlie people. 
Illillcts. 

'L 3Iundul" (ELEUSINE col-ncana) can be preser- 

ved for any lcngtll of time, as no insect attacks it. 

199.-Buck ~vhmt is confined to very high elevations. It is 

common in the upper parts of Kooloo : but in 
Buck wheat. 

Kangra propel; the grain is cultivated only in 
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the rcmote t:~looqna of 13l1oognlinl. I t  is eaten by the peo1,lc, 

nntl n~nltes n bitter unpalatable bread. 

200.-The common cereals in t l ~ e  plains, called 13qjra and 

J o ~ ~ a r ,  are alnlost unknown herc. 1 have see11 tlienl in Kotlcln., 

allcl in thc soutllern part of Noorpoor, whcrever tlie bills toncl1 

u1)on tlie plains. 

201.-Of the various autulnnal legunles, " Mali," (PIIASEO- 

LUS ~ndiatus)  is tllc illost csteeinecl. I t  has also 
Autumnal pulses. 

the pro1)crty of resisting insects. In Iiangra it 

is not generally grown as a crop, but the people sow it along 

the thin ridgcs wliicli divide their rice fields. '' Koolt" is the 

1joorest pulse of all, ancl is cultivated only on high meagre soils. 

203.-In inixed crops, ' l  Mali" and Maize or ' l  Ma11" and 

" Mundul" are ordinary associates : and their 
~I ix tnres .  

different cl~aracter, tlie one erect and the other 

trailing, nlakes tliein easily separable. Mall" and I<o~lt," or 

two pnlses, are frequently grown together; and once lllingled 

they are not to be dividecl. Tliey are eaten togetl~er, ,md the 

mixture is terilled Mahchapi~l," misa, &c. 

203.-Turmeric is reared in parts of Nndonrn, Hnreepoor 

and Noorpoor. I t  is cultivatecl on low, moist 
Turnreric 

soils, and requires mucli care and manmc. It is 

~larlbed in Nay, like tlle potato, 1)y pieces of the root, ancl is not 

matured till tlie ellcl of Kovcm1)cr. Tllc tubers are then taken 

1113 and dried, partly by the action of fire, and partly by expo- 

sure to the sun. I t  is considered quite as remunerntirc a crop 

as sugar, and has this advantage, that it oc.cul,ies tlie soil only 
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six months. These few localities  upp ply turnleric for the con- 

sumption of the whole district. 

204.-There is another variety of this plant called kuchoor, 

(CURCUMA Zerumbet) I t  is grown over the 
Kucl~oor. 

whole district, but in very slilall quantities, as 

its uses are limited. The root is a pale, yellow, warm and aroma- 

tic-like turmeric, but bitter. I t  is given as a carminative medi- 

cine, internally, and applied on the skin, as a plaster, to remove 

pains. Tlle powder, made of the dry root, is used by natives in 

the " Hoolee" festival ; a third variety is grown simply for the 

black round seed it produces, which are strung together and sold 

for necklaces a t  the Joala Moolihee fair. This species is 

called " Soodnrsun." 

205.-Ginger is cultivated across thc Beeas, in talooquas 

Seeba and Chinore, of perguna H~xeepoor. 
Ginger. 

I t  is a different species from the ginger of the 

Simla hills. The root is smaller, the color red, and the fibre more 

delicate and palatable. 

206.-The poppy, although one of the staples in yerguna 

liooloo, is very partially cultivated in Kangra. 
Opium. 

Formerly, every cultivator mould grow a fcw 

plants to furnish a little opium, in case of need at home. But 

now, owing to the fear of our Excise laws, it is seldom seen. 

307.-Tobacco is extensively raised in the irrigated valley 

Tobacco. 
of Hureepoor. It is found throughout the dis- 

trict, in favorable localities, where great heat and 

irrigation are combined. But the leaf is considered to be wanting 

i11 pungency and flavor, Tkosc who call afford it, xi11 prefer 
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to purchase the tobacco imported from the plains. The Jnswan 

Doon is famous for its tobacc.0. 

208.-The coriander, anise, capsicum, mint, fennel, fenu- 

greek, &C., are raised all over the district, in 
Condiments. 

small quantities, as condiments, seasoning car- 

minatives, &C. 

209.-Therc is ail endless variety of gowds, pumpkins, cu- 

cumbers, &C., which, during the season of the 
Cucurbitaceous 

plants. rains, are trained on bamboos or bamboo 

frames, or ~llowecl to climb over the thatch of tlie cottage. The 

melon is reared on the hanks of the Beeas. 

210.-The Potato has been lately introduced since our 

possession of the country. The people of the 
I'otato. 

high range readily cultivate it, and are begin- 

ning to ilse the root as an article of food. The potatoes they 

rear me very small and poor, partly owing to t.hcir ignorance of 

the manner of c,nlture, and partly on account of the inferior seed 

they have obtained. Thc soil and climate howevcr are conge- 

nial) and a little experience aloile is required. The plant is 

sown in April, and comes to matu~ity at the end of August or 

beginning of September. 

211.-The moolee or radish, is grown in gardeiis a i d  

forms a favorite vegetable. About Nadown, it 
Radish ,and other 

vegetablcb. attains a great size, a single root frecluently 

weighing eight pounds. The onion and carrot are far less com- 

man; Hindoos eschew these vegetables. Mussulmalls and the 

lowest castes of Hindoos alone toleizte them. Tlie colonies of 

Kashmerees at Noorpoor and Tiloknath, cultivate the cabbage 
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and cauliflower around their houscs, and are extremely fond of 

them. 

212.-Among the list of garden products, I must not omit 

tlic tea-phnt, (THEA viridis.) A bout thrcc- 
Tea. 

and-a-half years ago, Dr. Jamesou, the Supcr- 

intcndcnt of the 13otanical Gardens, North West Provinces, travel- 

Icd through these hills, to asccrtain their fitness to grow tea. 

His opinion was eminently favorablc, and, four months after, he 

returned with a numbcr of young plants, taken up from the nur- 

series at Almora and the Dera Doon. These mere laid down 

in three Government Gardens, one at Kangra itself, a t  an eleva- 

tion of about 2,500 feet ; another at Nugrota, in the valley, 

3,900 feet, and the third on the higher plateau of Pnlum, 3,200 

feet above the Sea. The plants had suft'cred a good den1 in tlie 

distance they hacl travelled during the season of the hot winds 

from Allnora to Kangra, and the experiment was commenced 

undcr trying circumstances. At Iiangra itself, the plant did not 

thrive, partly owing to the high temperature, aggravated by tllc 

vicinity of tlle town, and partly on account of the .scanty supply 

of irrigation. But in the other two gardens, the tea has flourish- 

ed beyond even Dr. Jameson's anticipations. The J - O L I I I ~  sced- 

lings have become transformed into goodly shrubs, some of then1 

five feet high, and are now covered vi th  their own fruit. We are 

only waiting for an organized establishment, to estend the culti- 

ration on a large scale, and to cornmcnce, from our own resources, 

thc manufacture of tea. There is an extensive tract of n-aste land 

not far from the upper nursery, untouched by the people, on ac- 

count of aoinc local supcratition, which Dr. Ja~ucson proposes to 
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occupy. This expanse is not less than 4,500 fect high, and corn- 

prises some thousand acres. On either side are fine streams, 

from which irrigation canals can be brought, at an expense of 

about 4,000 nipees. 

2 13.-The agricultural implements of the people are few 

and simple. They differ in no rnatcrial respect 
Agricultural im- 

plen~ents. from thosc in general use all over the Penin- 

214.-The ploughings bestowed upon the soil, differ with 

every description of produce. Some crops, like 
Ploughing. 

sugar or cotton, get ten or twelve ploughings 

REMARKB. 

- -  
Therc is no such 

implement its 8. *ill 
P ~ O U & .  

- 

VEBNACULAB NAME. 

...... If111 nnd Lohala, 
Mahce, ..................... 

hIuch, .................... 

Dandr l ,  .............. 

Manjah, .................. 
Iiodal, Kodalee .......... 
Bhookran, or Kothela, 

or Bhurota, ............ 
Treingool ................... 
])rantee, .................. 
Khubur Drautee, ...... 
Kuhee or Kusee, ...... 
Rumbha, .................. 

Koolharoo or Ch'hon-, 

before the seed is sown. Wheat and barley usually receive three. 

The coarser grains get less attention according to their relative 

ENGLISH DESCBIPTIOH. 

- - 7  

........ Plough and Ploughsl~nre. 
A heavy horizontal blork of 

~vood dregoed by oxen, for 
smoothing surface of a field, ..... 

Similar to the above, but curved 
in shape, and used only on mud- 
dy lands. ......................... 

A harrow with eight or ten ham- 
boo teeth, dragged by oxen, used 
for opening the soil round the 
young corn, ........................ 

................ Hoes fon weeding 

A wooden club, used for crushing 
stiff clods of earth,  ............... 

A three pronged pitch fork, ...... 
A small hook, ........................ 
A hook with teeth, like a saw, to 

cut long grass, ..................... 
A mnteck, .............................. 
A small iron instrument for dig- 

ging up grass, roots, and all 
~ e e d a ,  ................................. 

Axes, for cutting wood, ............ 
Totnl Cost, Rs.,. ....... 

----p-- 

worth, and some seeds, likc linseed and peas, are thrown into the 

PROBABLE 
CO BT. 

-- 
......... l Rupee 

3 Anae 

24 Anas. 

5b Anus. 

{ 
8 Anas. 
4 Anas. 

I Ana. 
2 Anas. 
2 Anas. 

4 Anas. 
1 Rupec, 

{i 2::; 
-p-- 

4 14 0 
W 

ground without any culture at all. 

215.-I will take the instance cf wheat, and describe briefly 
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the agricultural course followed. Tlle plougll 
Agricultural 

course drawn by oxcn is driven througll the soil at a 

depth of about three inches ; as the plough advancca, the ground 

is disturb~d, but not turned over as in the English furrow, aud 

the ploughman, when he reaches the end of the field, returns 

almost upon the same trace. This process is continued till the 

~vllole surface is scarified, and the appearance it then presents 

is more like a field which had been torn with a harrow, than 

turned over by a plough. The second ploughing usually fol- 

lows the lincs of the first, though about Noorpoor, an improve- 

ment is introduced, of ploughing the second time across the 

first, and of diminishing the chance of leaving any part undis- 

turbed. Then the clod-crushers come upon the sccne, and with 

their heavy clubs, reduce to dust any lump which had eluded the 

plough. And lastly comes the mahee or smoother, not a cylin- 

drical roller overcomil~g thc friction, but a heavy horizontal 

beam of wood, which tears the life out of the bullocks, as they 

drag it wearily over the field, 

216.-And now the land is fit to receive the seed. Tlle 

plough is again brought into req~Gsition, and 
Sowing. 

the bearer of the seed follows the furrow, 

throwing the grain from right to left, and discharging liis hand- 

ful in fivc casts, when the whole field is re-ploughed and sown ; 

the '' llahee" is again introduced to level the surface and 

cover in the hopes of the coming harvest. 

217.-With wheat and all spring crops, wceding with hoes 

is ncr-er practised. The corn is left to take 
Weeding. 

care of itself until the time of harvest. Aftcr 



rain, when the surface of tllc field has liardcned round the 

young slioots, tlie soil is broken and loosened with the hal.~.on-, 

and just bcforc maturity, the wccds are pulled out by the hand 

and given to the cattle. 

218.-But with the heats and rains of autumn, vegctition 

is more rank and luxuriant, and each crop rcqnires two or three 

patient wccdings with thc hoc. Sugar-cane and c o t t ~ n  are 

weeded as often as the grass appears, and the corn itself requires 

to be thinned and checked from iunning into too great exuber- 

ance. 

219.-When the corn is ready for the sickle, it is cut down 

near the root, arid tied up into little sheave€. 
R e a p i n g  and 

Threshing. Fifteen or twenty of these are gathered into 

a Iarger bundle and carried by the peasants to the threshing 

floor or " koora.)' The 'L koora" is always in the open air. 

Gcncrnlly at the corncr of a fieId. The area is circular, cnclos- 

ed wit11 stones, and wllcrcver procnrablc, tlie surfncc is paved 

wit11 lnrgc flags. Othcr~visc, the floor is constructed of wcll 

rammed earth, smoothed over with fine clay and cow-tlnng. 

Threshing is practised according to the scriptural custorn, uni- 

versal in the East, and tlle muzzled oxen tread out the corn. 

230.-The bruised straw is given to the cattle to eat. The 

practice of cutting the straw into pieces, is not 
Straw. 

known in these hills, and what the cattle refuse, 

is reserved for bed-litter or thrown upon the dung heap. 

22 1 .-With maize, the people adopt a system like our o m ,  

The stiff ears of the maize bruisc and draw 
Tl~reslling maize. 

blood from the feet of the cattle, and with this 
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g a i n  their services are dispensed with. The floor is surround- 

ed with a screen of blankets to prevent the loss of the flying 

seed, and the cobs are gathered in a heap, and beaten out by 

one or two men, armed with straight sticks, (usually of bamboo,) 

a poor apology for the threshing flail, while two or three sit in 

the centre of the floor, and throw back the heads which are 

drivcn out of the range of the blows. 

222.-However indifferent the hill people may be, to the 

advantages of thorough ploughing and careful 
Manure. 

weeding, they are fully alive to the value and 

importance of malluring their lands. This appears to be their 

golden rule. If manure be available, other toilsome precautions 

may be disregarded, and if manure be wanting, the task of 

coaxing the soil into fertility is considered hopeless. The dung- 

heap staildh at some decent distance from the homestead, gener- 

ally in the corner of a field, ancl all the refuse of the household 

is diligently carried to the store. At night, the floor of the tene- 

ment where the cattle are penned, is strewed with boughs and 

grass litter : and the next morning, when the cattle are dismissed 

to the pastures, one of the duties of the day is to collect the litter, 

and throw it upon the dung-heap. If any travellers halt near 

the homestead, the offal of their camp is brought to account, and, 

in short, no pains are spared to augment the stock of artificial 

manure. 

823.-Every sis nlonths, the contents of the heap are car- 

I ird u u t  and distributed over the fields. Those 
I ) i . ; t r i l ~ ~ t t ~ u ~ r  of . 

d ~ t l u  lirar the cottage, in wllich, generally, the fi~ier 



sorts of produce are grown, get the most, and some outlying 

hnds will occasionally go without. But no soil will maintain its 

produative powers, for more than three crops, without artificial 

stimulus ; and in distant fields, too far for the carriage, the only 

alternative is to 1e:tve the renovation to nature by allowing a 

rest. 

234.-Above all other classes of manure, ranks the dung 

of sheep and goats. When winter sets in, and 
Shcrp manure. 

the Chumba mountaineers descend, with their 

flocks, upon the valleys of Kangra, the people contest with each 

other, who shall house the shepherd and his flock, and a cultiva- 

tor will give two or three rupees a night, for the advantage of 

having the sheep folded uponhis land. Night after night, the 

shepherd changes his ground, and before the harvest is sown, 

reaps a little fortune without the smallest exertion or cost. 

225.-Rotation of crops is one of the first lessons which 

nature teaches the husbandinan, and probably 
Rotation of crops. 

there is no agricultural system in the world 

wliere this principle is neglected. Even in the rice-growing dis- 

trict of Kangra, where every recurring year presents a monoto- 

nous surface of rice, there are minute changes, imposed by ex- 

perieiice, and recognized in practice. The field that bears one 

variety of rice this year, will be sown with another, in the nest, 

and a third in the year after that. Sugar-cane is followed by cot- 

ton, and cotton by maize before sugar will rccur again. But 

tlie supplies of seed are drawn, cverlnstingly, from the same 

store. Tlie agriculturist of these parts has 110 idea of extend- 



ing the principle of rotation, and of giving his fields the benefit 

of new seecl imported from a distance. 

226.-11 plough drawn by a pair of bullocks, working in 

ordinary soi1,will plough up four liunals, or 
Daily work of a 

l L  l J ~ ~ l l i ~ l . . l  1,800 square yarcls (about thl-ee-eighths of a n  

acre) a day. If the soil is hard and stiff, half this area will be a 

good clay's work. In  heavy rice lands, the wear upon the bullocks 

is so excessive, that they never last more than three years, and it 

is not unusual for cattle, harnessed to the plough, to be seized 

with vertigo, and to tumble down dead before the yoke can be re- 

leased from their necks. The bullocks are very diminutive like 

all hill cattle, and a pair of them can be purchased for twelve 

rupees. 

227.-Generally, the women in the lower hills, take no part 

in agriculture. They confine themselves to the 
Divirio~i of 1;r- 

Lour. domestic occupations of making bread, fetching 

water, &C., and all the field work devolves upon the males. 

About Kangra, the population consists of a lower caste, strictly 

agricultural, and here the women work as hard, if not harder, 

than their husbands. The men drive the plough and the har- 

row, sow the seed and thresh out the corn : and the women carry 

out and distribute the manure, crush the clods, weed thc fields, 

and carry lloine the harvest. 

228.-It may not be uninteresting to know the quantity of 

seed required to an acre of ground for a few of 
l ' r o p o r  t ion of 

seccl in produce. the principal products, and to compare the pro- 

portion ~ ~ i t l l  the ultin~rtte yield of (what tlie peol~le consider) a11 

~lbuiiclniit crop. 



104 I<AKC4Rti SETTtEMmT REPORT. 

... g \\.heat, 20$ seors, 74 n~aunds, I I fi,ltl, Tileso figures nre dmwn from nverngrs, n11i1 I ... 
,z Uarlcy, ... 35 .. .V I R ,, t11i11k are 11c.r the truth ; l 0  for onc in n ~ o d m t o  

a ,  . 2 ,, 91 , harvests, and 15 for ono in cxtraortlinnry years, 
were c.ousidcrci1 fair estimates in Italy, Fur 
Wheat. 

44 Socrs, l 4 a  Y a ~ ~ o d s .  Counting tile grains on n 6 i n ~ l o  plant, tile 
returns arc estraurdinary, from cino seed oI Itice. .. - 1 l ~ n r a  countr~l ~learly 1,100 seeds, and from one 

a (PICAS Ru- 1 l' 

! s t o l  of Maize, n tar  gm grains. 
4 dialas,l. .. 
- 

229.-I omitted to mention, in a more appropriate place, 

tlie limited size of tlie agricultural holdings in 
Size of holdings. 

this district; the average extent of each farm is 

not nlorc than four-and-nine-tcnths of an acre, and the diinen- 

sions in each pcrgiula are as follows :- 

npoli llis tenure, wit11 tllc narrow spacc that 
Gc11cl.~1 Sl~rnlnary  

c11 h g r i c l ~ l t u r c .  
tenure comprizes, wc should naturally expect 

t.o find n cnrcfill and elaborate system uf llusbandry. For, if 

every occupant made a fair use of liis tiinc, and took proper ad- 

vnntngc of llis position, every field, in so small an allotment, 

shonld be tcncled likc a garden, and thc appcnrancc of the culti- 

vated country should be ~leat~cr ancl bettcr orclerccl tlinn aliilost 

any other agricul tnral district. 

231.-As a general rule, I am afraid t l ~ c  reverse of' this 
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must be admitted. Thc people arc not 80 induuhiouu 

rlor so proficient as their brethren in t11e plains. Thcir imple 

lnents are more primitive ; inany improvcmente, universal below, 

such as the drill pIough, the chaff-cutting apparatus, &C., arc 

quite unknown to them. Their cattle are a poor breed, ancl tIlc 

ploughing given to the soil is supei-ficid and slovenly. TIlc 

weeding is put off until the crop is endangered, and then the tops 

only are nipped, while the roots are left to encumber thc ground. 

The only redeeming point in their systeu is the diligent applica- 

tion of mannre ; and even this circumstance is rather an evidence 

of their general slothfulness. I t  is a lazy substitute for more 

laborious appliances. It is easier to stimulate nature with ,z 

few loads of' manure, than to pulverize the soil with incessant 

ploughing, and to jealously eradicate the semblallce of a 

weed. 

332.-The alienated lands not paying Revenue to Govern- 

ment are very extensive in this district, and 
Alienated lands. 

amount to about a fourth of the entire area. I t  is 

not very easy to estimate the exact quantity, because WC have 

no definite account, either of the extent of surface or of tKe 

revenues derived from these estates. We have measured and rc- 

cordccl our own arable lands, to fix the public demand, and to 

rcgnlate the payments ofthe people : but mc had not the same 

object to interfere in details of j aper  l~ossessions. Still there 

are means for making a tolerably accurate computation. For, 

the value of each rent-free holding is usually representcd in ~ 0 -  

ncy, and the survey returns afford ssnlc clue to the areas. The 

rent-roll of political estatcs is \yell kuown, and the minor hold- 

2 A 
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iags llnvo bccn cdculated a,t the-rate of thc Govcrament lands 

whiah surroundthem. By a diligent collection of the data witll- 

in my imch, I havo proprod (I general Statcnlent which will 

ahcw the amount of rent-free bnures both in money nnd in area :- 

-- 
Pcrgune. 

-- 
Iiaugra, ........................ 
Nadown, ........................ 

................... 
IIureepoor ,..... ............. 

Totd,. .......... 

233.-The Political assignments are held entirely by thc 

descendants or connexions of the ancient Hin- 
Political Jagcare. 

doo iders of the Country. These jqeers wore 

originally panted by the %khs, on their seizure of thc hills : and 

we have not interfered with them, exaept to rolieve the incum- 

bents from the conditiou of service, find tlhe pny~ncnt of annual 

fines and bribcs. They now enjoy the who10 of tkcir incomes, 

without deductions, which under the old dynasty, absorbed at 

least a fifth of their resourcos. 

The foIlominr 

liajn l'crtnb Chund, Kutoc11, 

Itajs Jodbccr Cl~und , ......... 
... RqJa Rnm Sing, of Seebe, 

Ra'a Shumshsir Sing, ol 
Aureepoor, ................. 

Ucens Xsrw Si ng, Pathnnea 
hleonn Soocllclt %g, Ya- 

tbancn, .................... 

Told, ... 

is a detail of thcse Japers :- 
h e n  in A-c nnual in- \ \ l a v i t u * t e ~  R ~ w r p r s .  

33pon Prrguno Nadown. 

20,000 ,, nmeepoor, .. Noorpoor, ... 
I , W  ,, 



,~34.--RsEja Pertnb Chund is the praselit head: of the Kan- 

~cr t ;b  Chnnd, Ku- 
He hns only latcly'succeeded to 

toch. bhc title. The former representative of tlld 

I<utoch clan had a11 independent jageer of 33,000 rupees, in 

the tdooqua of ~ u h u l  Dioree, all(\ forfeited his possessions and 

his liberty in the insurrections of 1848-49. He died, in exile, at 

Alnrora, at the beginning of this year, 1851. The present Chief 

thus traces his lineage from the ft11110ns S L I I ~ S E ~ ~  Chund :- 

I 
Haja Sunsar Cliund. 

I 
Raja Unrood Chund. 

l 

--  

I 
Neean Futeh Chund. ' 

1 
Mcean Roodur Chund. 

I - - .- - . .. . - - -. 
1 -1 Raja ~ert'ab Chund. 

Raja Rumbeer Chuud, -Raja Purmood Chund, 

(Died c h i l l e s s . )  ( D i d  childkss in  CSile.) 

Conling from a younger branch, hc would not have inhe- 

rited so largc a jageer, bat when Raja Unrood Chund threw 

1111 his liingdorn ant1 fled to Hnrdwnr, rather thad consent to  

a11 alliance with Dhecan Sing, Mcean Roodur Chund stayed 

and received the Sikh army, and surrendered the territory into 

their hnsds. He further soothed the wounded pride of the 

minister by giving his daughter to Heera Sing, the son of 

Dhewn Sing. In consideratio11 of these services he received 

a j o , g r ,  originally much larger, but on the return of tlre 

elder branch of the house, reduced to its present limits of 

35,000 Rs. Raja Pertab Chund resides at Lmbagiraon, n pic- 

turesque locdity, on the right bank of the Beeas. He is a youth 

of about twenty-four years of age. 
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~%.-Raja Jodllbeer Chund is an illegitimate son of Sunsar 

Chund. He resides at Urntur, on the left bank 
Jodhbeer Chund 

of Nadown. of the Beeas, and close to the town of Nadown. 

H e  is about thirty-five years of age, well grown, soldier-like, and 

intelligent. His mother was a Gudun or native of the highest 

range of hills, and famous for her beauty. Jodllbeer Chund had 

two sisters, also illegitimate, whom he gave in marriage to Run- 

jeet Sing. They were the fourldation of his fortunes. Runjeet 

Sing created him a Raja, and conferred upon him liis present 

jageer. These two ladies immolated themselves on the occasion 

of Runjeet Sing's decease. 

236.-Raja Ram Sing is tlie Ex-Raja of Seeba. He resides 

at Dada, in liis own principality, and is the. 
Rnm S i n g ,  o f  

Secba. most fartunate of all the Rill chieftains. His 

jageer cornprizes the whole of his hereditary possessions. The 

only drawbacks to his tenure are a nominal tribute of 1,500 

Rs. a-year, payable to Govesnment, and tlie deprivation of 

sovereign powers. He is a h o ~ t  thirty-eight years of age, and 

has no children. 

237.-Raja Sliumsher Sing i3 tlie lineal reprcsentative of 

the Hureepoor family. His principal sesiclence 
Phumnl~er Sing 

of Cioleir. is at Nundpoor, in his own jngeer. The Govern- 

ment gave liim the Fort of Hureepoor, where also he occasion- 

ally resides. He is thirty-two years of age, has no children, but 

a youngerbrother called Jaee Sing. He is an enthusiastic sports- 

man, decply in~olved in debt, and careless of every thing except 

the chase. 
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258.-Meeans Esree Sing and Soocllet Sing, are Pathaneea 

Rajpoots, of the same family ns the chiefs of 
llccana E 8 r c c 

Si~lg, &C., Noorpoor. Esrce Sing rcsidcs at Reh, a seclud- 

ed spot overhanging the Beeas ; and Soochet Sing, to whom the 

charge of the young Raja of Noarpoor is confided, has his home 

in the village of Ludowree, not far from the city. 

233.-There are some other political jageers, about ~vhich 

no definite orders have yet been received. For 
I'ndccidcd poli 

t icd jaaecrs. instance, the possessions of Meean Rlolulc 

Chund, Kutoch, of Bijepoor, talooqua Rajgeeree,worth about 9,500 

Rs. per annnm. I t  is probable that when these cases qre sub- 

mitted to Government, they will be released in perpetuity. 

~ - 1 ~ . - T h e  Es-Raja of Iiotlehr has a Jageer of 10,000 Rs. 

yearly d u e ,  but situated in the neighbouring 
I<otlrhr and 

Koorpoor. district of Hcosl~eearpoor :and the young chief 

of Noorpoor has a small rnontlily stipend, payable from the trea- 

sury, of 400 Rupccs. 

24 1 .-The religious endowments, granted in perpetunity, are 

assigned entirely to the support of temples and 
licligioas grants. 

shrines in tlie rlistrict. There are many other 

grants of a similar nature, still in the possession of the gl.antees, 

which Uovernment will eventually relea.se in perpetuity. At pre- 

sent, I have been obliged to enter tllein under the hcadiiig of un- 

clecided cases ; tlie famous shrines of Joala blooliee, Iiangra, 

&C., &C., are entirely s r l f - s u p p ~ r t i ~ ~ .  The, ofirings arc n ralua- 

ble heir-loom to tlie attending priests, and under former Govern- 

ments, used to piclrl a llandsome revenue to tlie state. I shallhave 

occasion to lllelltion these temples in another place, and ~nercly 

2 L! 
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notice them here to explain the small amount of land alienated 

for religious purposes. 

242.-The annexed table will show tlie de- 
IrIiscelllu~eoas ja- 

pers .  tail of the miscellaneous rent-free tenures :- 

243.-Thosc lands which had been lield under former Go- 

vernments subject to any condition of service, 
Quarter rcvcnuc 

cases. military or otherwise, liave been released for the 

- 
Perguna. 

life of present incumbents, and the service has been commuted 

Undecided. 

into a money payment, fixed generally at one-hurt11 of the as- 

sumed value of the holding. 

1iaugrh ... ... .. 
h'adown, ... ... ... 
h'uorpoor. ... ... ... 
Horeepoor ,... ... ... 

Paying 
qcurter 

re\ cnae. 

244.-The  illa age s e r~ ice  Ianrls are cliicfly minu-tc patclles, 

Total. 

seldonl an~oiinting to nlore tlian a fern sc1iial.e 
i l l :  s e r ~ i c e  

I;UI~IS. ya~rls romd tllc liouse, conferred iipoi~ rudc 

2,150 

911  

5,794 

442 

Remarks. 
Village 

service. 

nrtizans and servants, such as carpenters, smiths, bearers, sl~oc- 

l . , 3 3 0  

Relelrsed 

h>r lire. 

__----_--------- 

malccrs, ~nanufacturcrs of pottery, &c. Thcsc littlc holdings are 

callccl Ijahrcc." IJalir being tllc name of the encloscd area 

ar~uncl the liomestead. Tllere is ailother cleseril~tion of villngc 

service lands, called ' L  Snsurl," a1r1omlti11.g generally to fivc OE 

2,102 / 38,383 1 3G.OiO 

1,431 

290 

67 1 

267 

ten acres, and cnjoycd by the Leadmcn in cscliangc for tlicir du- 

84.445 

26,459 

26,111 

21,599 

10,276 

-- 

10,709 1 12,16G 

14,360 / 9,970 
l 

9,300 1 7,834 

3,i67 G,100 

ties. Thesc, holdings linvc, ill inost c,ascs, becn comm~itcd illto 

The8e 'g1lres 'lBew 
the npproaimslc 
V""'' in "'One!/ 
uot in urea 

n fixell pcl.ccntage on the ~7illage revenue, fur the esemyted Iiiiid 
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bore any just proportion to the service rendered, alld 

was oftell largest where the cluties wcre the most trivial. 

245.-Lands valued at about 38,383 Rs. have been investi- 

gated and released for life. Of this amount, 
h t l d s  r e l cased 

for life. nearly 19,000 Rs. are held by one incunibent, 

Le118 8 i u ~ l  Ma- Sirdar Lena Sing, Majeeteea. He  and his father 
jcethcca. 

Uesa Sing, before him, were the Governors of 

this hill province, and Desa Sing usnally led the. Sikh ar- 

mies which were sent to aggrandize tlie hills. There are two 

estates, one called Tiloknath, worth about 7,000 Rs., and close to 

the fort of Kotila ; the other is the remote talooqua of Busaee 

13ucheirto0, on the extreme eastern limit of the district, where 

it impinges on the rirer Sutlej. 

246.-The remainder are liliscellaueous jageers, 'chiefly 

Dhurnl~~rtlis,~' or lands conferrecl on religions classes or for 

charitable purposes. 

247.-The undecided cases inrolve lands to the annual 

amount of 36,070 Rs. Almost the whole of 
Uudecidd cases. 

these, if taken up and determined, would be re- 

leased, and some of. them mould be granted. in-perpetuity. All 

doubtful claims have been scrutinized and resumed, d~wi~ lg  the 

five or six ycars of our rule. It is difficult, indeed, for any a m  

biguolls title to escape. The Government Officers of all grades 

plirsuc and relentlessly attach" every tenure with a flaw in it,. 

and the people, though they respect alla deprecate interference 

lvith prescriptive claims, are as ready to run down an iniquitolls 

grniit, as tlie most zealous nplloldcr of the Public interests. 

248.-It luny be worth nhilc to record the aluount of' m- 
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sulnptio~ls which liavc occurred silice tlie ces- 
\Talar: of realinlccl 

la11d8. sion. The sums are set dovn according to the 

assessments fixed upon tlie confiscated holdings. The large 

eschcats in 1849-50, were owing to the rebellion. Tlie Jageer 

estate of Muhul lloree, belonging to tlie rebel chief, Eaja Pur- 

mood Chuncl, was alone valued at 33,000 Rs. 

YEAR. VALLE. 
Rs. 

Total, Rs. G8,lOG 5 4 

249.-Acensns of thc itlhabitants of tliis district was twl;en, 

under my orders, ill July 1850. Tlic agricultu- 
Popultion. 

ral returns were confided to tlic putmarees or 

tillage accountants, eacli being rcsponsible for his own circuit. 

Their tables wcre examined and attested by the Tesceldar, and 

after appro~-al, wcre sent in cletailed ancl abstract foins  to nly 

office. The census of tlie towns was effectcc1 in t ~ - o  ways, both 

independent, and intended to act as n chccli up011 each other. 

The first \\*as coinpleted by tlle agency of the heeds of castes 

ailcl warcls, working llncler tlie advice allcl control of the Policc 

autllorities ; nncl tlie seconcl was an extension of tlie rliral SYS- 

tell1 ap~ l i cd  t,o t l ~ e  to~vns, ns csccpting Xoorpocia, there is n o  

t o \ ~ n  of any sixc in tllesc hills, ~v l~ose  pnpulation does not con- 

 inn a Iin.ge pi-ol)ortio~l of :~g~.ici~ltnrists. 
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,"SO.-Bcaring in mind, that two-tl~irde of the arcR are occn- 

pied by nnculturable hills, forestii, strcms, &c,, 
1)unsil)-. 

the first fact that seizes tlle attentioll is, that the 

district is remarkably mcll popullatcd. This truth harmonizes 

with the iinpression that any intelligent traveller would rcccivc. 

Wherever he chose to prosecute his search, lle would find scarcely 

a single arable spot which was not already tenaizted Culti- 

vation could hardly be pushed farther ; and evcn now, inany 

a rugged spot is furrowed by tllc plouglr, wl~ich, with a scantier 

~~opulation, and a less demand for the necessaries of life, \voidcl 

not repay thc culture. These statistics will be more intelli- 

gible, by a coinparisoil with the rcturns of other districts and 

countries. Kaagra is more densely inhabited than Paneeput, 

Umbala, Rotuk, Goorgaon and the upper portions of the Ganges 

valley. The average numbcr, on the statute mile, is vcry ncarly 

the same as the population of Grcat Britain, at  thc census of 

1841, and is considerably higher than tlle standard for France 

a i d  Prussia, at  the same period. 

251.-The nest distinguishing features arc the number of 

Hindoos, and thc prcdoinirlance of agricultu- 
Salicnt cllarocter- 

istics. risks. These characteristics arc indeed coiu- 

nlon to tllc whole of India, but they me carried to  a wider ex- 

tent than in almost any district of thc Northel.11 Provinces. 

ICangra is nlorc agl-icultural, and more csscntially Hindoo thdl 

any other equal tract of country. The proportion of non-ngri- 

culturists in the North-Western Provinces, equals forty per cent. 

of the ent.ire population, and in this district, it falls short of 

twenty-two, or, ill otllcr words, is less than a fourt,ll. The pro- 
S c 
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portion bctwcen Ilindoos and lInsulman is still wiclcr nl)nrt. 

Taliillg the wllole of the popnlation of tlie North-Western Pro- 

~ inccs ,  the Hiildoos amount to about eighty- tlircc, and thc 1111s- 

ulinnns to seventecri per cent. But in these hills, the IIindoos 

rise to the proportion of nincty-three, mid the I\Jusnlinai~s, 

~ a r c c l y  cscccd seven per cent. of the entirc mass. 

253.-The fo l lo~~ ing  Statement exhibits the results of tlic 

253.-Of the entire population, 1,00,194, or ncarly a fifill 

l l ~ .n n l i~ i s .  arc Brnmins, or Bhoojkees, a tribc nearly nlli- 

ed to Bramins. Tllere are ten well known sub-divisions of 

Braminical caste, of wllich five are " Gour," and five are Draw- 

ur." The Gonr Bramins prevail throughout tlie B e n g ~ l  Pre- 

siclency, and ainong this tribe tllcre arc five largc sub-clivi- 

slons :- 

Kanol!jeea ; Otkul ; 

Gour ; llcitllul. 

SArsout ; 
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154.-The Brainins of the Kangra hills belong almost 

Ih,tonqing to Snr- cxcl~isively to the Sarsoot" s~ib-division. 
~( , ( , t  'Lribe. 

Tllcre is scarcely a rjinglc individual of the v a ~ t  

I<snoujeea tribe, wllo under various denominations occupy thc 

~ ~ h o l c  of tlle North-IVc~tem Provinces. 

255.-It will afforci a toler~ble idea of the endless ramifi- 

Distinction b r- c.ation of caste to follow out the detaile of even 
t~vrelr agricult11r:rl 
a11t1 "011-sgricultur- the Sarsoot tribe, as establisl~ed in these hills. 
;l1 13ranli11s. 

Tlle reader acquainted with the country, will know that 13m- 

mins, though classcd under a common appellation are not all 

equal. There are, primarily, h o  great distinctions in every 

tribe, claiming to be of such esalted origin as the Bramins, 

viz., those who follow, and those who abstain, from agi-iculturc. 

This is the great touchstone of their creed. Those who hare 

never defiled their hands with the plough, but have rcstrictcil 

tlicmselves to the legitimate pursuits of the caste are held to be 

P U ~ C  Bramins. While those who ha.ve once descended to the 

occupation of husbandry, retain indeed the namc, but arc no 

longer acknol~lcdged by their brethren, nor held in the same 

reverence by tlle people a t  large. 

256.-These hills, as I hare alrcady stated, were the scats 

('l:~scilic:ltion hy 
of petty indepcnrlcnt princcs. And in evc~y  

1:.1,i:r ~ J ~ I L I I I I ~  Chl~nd. 
principality, tllc 13mmiiis arc arsangecl into 

c,lnsscs of differcut dcgrccs of purity. The Raja was allray 

considered the folmtnin of all lionor, and his classification, nlade 

probably at thc counscl of llis religious advisers, was hclcl bind- 

ing upon the brotherhoocl. In these gradnated lists, no account 

was CYCT talxil of tllc (C ZII~L~CCIIC~;\~ 13ralllills," ;\S they were 
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contem~)tuotzsly styled. They were left to thc~nsclvcs in ignol~le 

obscurity. Thus in the days of Raja Dhurm Chund, the two 

great kibes of Kangra bramins, the LLNagurkoteeas" (fro111 

Nagurkote, the ancient name of ICangra,) and the lb Butehoos," 

mere foi-mally sub:divided into clans. Of the Nagurl;oteeas, 

Dhurin Chund established thirteen different families, of which, 

at the risk of being considered tedious, I subjoin a catalogue :- 

1 Pundit ; S Sotree ; 

2 Nisr ; 9 Deechut ; 

3 Rehna, (Krlnth) ; 10 A~vustge ; 

4 Punjkurn ; 11 Oopiida ; 

5 NBg ; 12 AchAree ; 

G Paroliit ; 13 Bipp,-(Since extinct.) 

7 Bedbirch; 

At the same time the Bt~tehroos, or the rival tribe, were 

also definitely disposed of. Of tlie Butehroos, tlierc are two 

great classes, puka and kucha, and these spin arc sub-cliviclcd 

into families :- 

2 Doliroo; 7 Awustee Chetoo ; 

3 Seemtoo; 8 IGurpa NAg ; 

4 Polerlloo ; B Miss Ti5too. 

5 Rookhk, 
KUCHA ~ ~ U T E I I I : ~ ~ .  

I Toogneit ; 4 Chupul ; 

2 Ghngroo ; 5 Chutwan ; 

3 Soog ; 6 Amustce khur Gtijnoo ; 



3 A~vustcc Tliurknoo ; 1 1 Achltce Pt~tlicc.iii- ; 

8 Gliogr&'; 1 2 Pllndit T3ursnil; 

9 Nag Cosloo ; 13 Awastee Ooplireebl. 

10 Ilnleel 1Iisr ; 
In Colcir and Noorpoor, once thc inheritance of Hill chief- 

tains, tlie same gradations exist. 'flie Era.. 
Disti~lctions i r ~  

C:olcir and h'oor- 
110or. mins, there also, have assmted thcmsclvcs into 

classes of different clepees of purity, thc ag~.icultural I;~.amin 

being always at the bottom of the scalc. 14 tvoulcl be meari- 

some and unprofitable to give all their various designations, ss 

quite stificient has been detailed to shew the almost' etldless 

sub-divisions into mliich they are distributed, 

257,-Pertlaps in ttll the llills, the sugi~l*koteeas rank the 

highest. Thcy intermarry among t2icmscl\-CS, 
The " K\'ognrko- 

treas." Mstrimo- but they givc their daughters to fio other tribe. 
ninl nllinnces l~ovv 
conducted. The Butch~oos of the bettet. (Puka) class are 

a.dmitterl to the llonor of tlieir alliance, l ~ u t  n Butehroo cannot 

aspire tomnrry a h7ugnrl;otccn bride. In the same lnanner, the 

fiom thc class il.est bclom them, but never recil~rochtii~g tllo 

favor, and t l~us the chain is cxtendcd until the last link at- 

tained. Taken as n whole, they arc all connected ; for each 

class gives bridcs to the one nbovc, and rcccivcs from thc one 

immedi:itcIy below tliem. Thus, in tlie last grade, tllc ~nnle 

mcmbcrs liave n li~nitccl ficld, wl~ence to select wives, for there 

arc nonc bc,low the111 to estcnd thcir ralige, and in tlie l~igllest 

graclc tlie difficlilty is to obtain an eligible liusbnnd, for there 

arc rioilc nl>ofb tlicni moitlly to espouse tlieir c1atighters. 
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258.- Tlic sxiiic cause aii1011g tlic naj1)oot tribcs has becl1 

Fcll,alc I,lt'.mti- tllc cliief iilcentivc to fcmalc Inf:~nticicle. But 
ciclc ~ ~ n t  ~ I . A C ~ ~ L C L ~  

1 1 1 1 1  to tlicir honor, be it said, the n 'ug~rkotcca~ 

wcre never accused of this horrid crimc. On tllc contrary, tlicy 

rear their daugllters wit11 tender care, and on their marriage, 

imporerish tllciilsclres to confer a do~vry worthy of tlieir nanle 

and csalted caste. So fiir c10 they carsy tlicir scruples to em-  

iiernte the bi*idegi.ooin from all expense, tliat they refuse to par- 

take of any hospitality at tlie lmnds of tlie ion-in-law, and will 

not cvcil driuk water in tlic villagc wl~crc lie resides. 

253.-The pui-er Bramins who abstain from agriculture, by 

no means restrict themselves to sacerdotal du- 
I ' . - I I ~ ~  occupntioll 

ot l h x u ~ i ~ ~ e .  
- ties. They mill hold land, though tlicy will not 

consent to cultivate it. They lend money, engagc in service, dis- 

cllarge village offices, suclt as that of 1111nlI)erdar 01- pntwnree, 

and will cllt,er on almost any secular pnrsuit, which promiscs a 

subsistence. The rnajo~aity of tliem are ~~crsecl in no lang~zager 

escept the current dialect of the hills. A po~tioil kno~vs just 

suflicient of tlie Snnscrit character to read off' thc tcsts a]+ 

pointed for certain cercinonies. Few illdeer1 arc cntitlcd to be 

estimated as pundits, or persons learner1 in tlie Hindu scriptures. 

?GO.-The hill Brainin will not associate with tlic sams 

caste from tlie plains. Both l~rofess niutual 
Distl.ust of Bra- 

mills i‘rom the plai~~u.  distrust, alld ncitlict mill partakc of brcatl 

cooked by tlie otlicr. Tlie hill Braniin eats flesh, whicli tlic 

B~a~ i l in  of tlic plniiis religiously cscl~c\rs. H c  is still regard- 

ed wit11 coiisiclcrablc rcvcrcncc. Thc usrull snlutatiuns fi.0111 
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all classes, tlic king or the pcnaant, are 'c l'cir 
Forln of Snlut~tion. 

Ponnde," (I fa11 at your feet,) or " Tektc" 

(I touch my forellcad in subiniunion). In rcturniug thcsc cour- 

tesies, the Bralllin nays, 'L Aseer Buchun," to thc higllcr cl:~ss, 

sucli as Eajpoots and Cllaranjee Jiulccsn," to t l ~ c  other 

c;lstea, wllo are worthy of any rccognition at all. 

26 I .-The Bojkees of ICangra dcscrve a passing noticc. 

I have ncvcr mct this class in any othcr part of 
Ihjkccs. 

Hindoostau. They arc not mentioned in Trail's 

History of thc Provincc of Icumaon, nor are they alluded to in 

Sir H. Elliot's Glossary. I am iliclincd to bclicve they arc pe- 

culiar to tllesc hills. Thc Bojkecs are not Braillins, thougll 

they are tllc Ilereditary priests of the celcbratcd temples of Kan- 

gra, Joala Jlookhcc, Nacena Dcvee, Bcijnath, &c. They all wcar 

the jiulco or thread of caste. They iutcrmarry among thcmselvcs 

alone. Tlicy eat flesh, clrink winc, and are a debaucllcd and 

profiigrate sct. The iuci1 are constantly in the courts involved 

in litigation, and the women a1-e notorious for thcir loose morality 

262.-The Rajpoots amount to 52,238 souls. Any member 

of a royal house, whethcr belonging to the 
Ripoots.  

'' Dogur" circle af principalities across the LZn- 

vcc or to tlic Julundhur circle, on this side of the river, is es- 

sentially R;rjpoots. Those also with who111 thcy condescend to 

m:trry are iucludcd undcr this honorable category. The narnc 

is sssumcd by many otllcr races in the hills, but by the gcneral 

feeling of thc conutry, t\lc appcl\ation of Rajpoots is thc legiti- 

lllatc right of thosc only to mlioiu I llavc restricted it. The 



follonrillg is a list of the Dogur" and J u l u l ~  
Royal races. 

dhtw chiefs, with the h i p a t i o n  of their clans, 

derived mually from the names oftkc countries, o e r  which they 

once exe~zised domiuian :-- 
p- 

l- J ULUSDIIUR CIRCLE. DOCUR CIRCLE. 

Country. Clan. 

-----P-- 

1 Chumbn, ........ Chumbeeal. 

2 Bisomlee, ......... Billowreea. 

3 Bhudoo, ........ Bhudnnl. 

4 Mnokote, ......... Munkoteca. 

6 Dindraltn, ......... BinrlrBI. 

6 Jesrowtn, ......... Jusrowteen. 

7 Samba, . . . . . . . . .  Sambeall. 

8 Jumoo, ...... Jumoownl. 

9 Bohtee, ......... Bohtcea. 

10 Kishtewar, ...... Iiishtcwdrir 

11 Budrnwar, ...... nudrnuirin. 

Country. 

------ 
1 Chumba, ......... 
2 Noorpoor, ......... 

......... 3 Goleir, 

4 DutRrpoor ,... ...... 
5 Seebn, . . . . . . . . . . .  
G Jusmia ,  . . . . . . . . .  
? pnngra, ......... 
'T 

8 Kotlel~r, ......... 
9 Mundee, . . . . . . . .  

10 Sookoit, ......... 
11 Kooloo, ......... 

263.-In this list there are a few points which call for re- 

Clan. 

--- 
dh~~rnbeenl.  

Pathanem. 

... Goleria 

D~idwnl, 

Seebnee. 

Juswd. 

Kutoch, 

Kotlehria. 

Jfondcoal. 

Sooketur. 

Koli.. 

, 

mark. It will be observed that thc CI~umbn 
Remarks. 

principality ranks in citlier group, the reason 

being that half tllc territory is on this side of the Ravec, ancl 

half on the Jrunoo side of thc rivcr. Some of the designations 

ofthe clans cannot be immediately idcntified. For instance, 

tllc Noorpoor family are called Pathaneeas. The Dutarpoor 

race, Dadmals and so on. The name Patlianeca is derivcd from 

Puthankote, the first possession wliich tlic family occnpicd on. 

their en~igration to this neighbourhood from Hindoostan. Tllc 

Dudmals are so callccl from Dada, a fort on the Reeas, now be- 

longing to Seeba, from whencc tlicy seceded. hiltoch, t l ~ c  clall 

appellation of tlie Tcangrn house, is taken from tllc ancient name 

of the principality. Tllc B i l o ~ ~ r c c a ~  also deduce their namc 
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froln Bilamur, a term pl-omiscnously uscd wit11 Bison-lec to 

represent their country. 

264.--The descendants of all these noble houses are dis- 

tinguished by the honorarj title of l L  Meeans." 
Honorary Appclla- 
tion and salutntio1' When accosted by their inferiors, they receive given to scions of 
Itoyal liouses. 

the peculiar salutation of Jye Dga," offered to 

no other Caste. Among themselves, the same salutatiun is in- 

terchanged, and as tliere are endless gradations even among the 

hleeans, the inferior first repeats the salutation and the courtesy 

is usually returned. In former days great importance was attach- 

ed to the Jye Dya. Unauthorized assumption of the privilege 

was punished, as a misdemeanour, by heavy fine and imprison- 

ment. The raja could extend the llonor to high-born Rajpoots 

not strictly belonging to a regal clan, such for instance, as the 

Soukla" or the I11unhas." Any deviation from the austere 

rules of the caste was sufficient to deprive the offender of this 

salutation, and the loss was tantamount to ex-communication. 

The Rajpoots delight to recount stories of the value of this honor, 

and the vicissitucies endured to prevent its abuse. The Raja 

Dlieean Sing, the Sikh Minister, himself a J u m B ~ ~ a l  " Meean," 

desired to extort the " Jye Dya" from Raja Beer Sing, the fallen 

chief of Noorpoor. IIe held in his possession the grant of ajn- 

geer, ~ a l u c d  at 25,000 Rupces, duly signed and sealed by Run- 

jeet Sing, and delayed presenting the deed until the Noorpoor 

cliief should hail lliill with this CO!-eted salutation. But h e r  

Sing was a Raja by a long line of ancestors, and Dhecan Sing 

WRS a Raja only by favor of r\unjeet Sing. The hereditary 

chief refused to comprolllise his honor, and preferred begpflr~ 
'2 l< 
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to affluence, rather than accord the " Jye Dya," to one who, by 

the rules of the brotherhood, was his inferior. The derivation of 

the phrase is supposed to be " Jye" Victory, and " Deb" king, be- 

ing synonymous, when used together, to the national expression 

of " Vice le Roi," or the King for ever. 

265.-A !leean, to preserve his name and honor unsullied, 

must scrupulously observe four fundamental 
I : x c l ~ ~ ~ i \ . c  11nl)its of 

lllc Xlcc;1ns. 
maxims.-Fi~st, he must never h ive  the plough 3 

-Secovtdly, he must nerer give his daughter in marriage to anin- 

ferior, nor marry himself much below his rank ;-Thirdly, he rnmt 

ncver accept money in exchange for the betrothal of his daughter, 

and Zustly his female household must observe strict seclusion. 

The prejudice against the plough, is perlmps the most inveterate 

of all. That step can never be remlled. The offender at once 

loses the privileged salutation. He is reduced to the second grade 

of Rajpoots. No Rleean will marry his daughter, and he must 

go a step lower in the social scale to get a wife for himself. In 

every occupation of Me, he is made to feel his degraded position. 

In  meetings of tlre tribe, and at marriages, the Rajpoots.undefileled 

by the plough, will refuse to sit at  meals with the '' Hul Bah" 

or plough.driver as he is contemptnously styled, and many to 

aroid tlie indignity of exclusion,, never appear at  pwblic aascm- 

blies. This prejudice against agriculture is as old as the Hindoo 

religion ; and I hare heard various reasons given) in explanatio* 

of it, some say it is sacrilegious to lacerate the bosoni of mother- 

earth with an iron plough-share. Others declare, that tlie offence 

consists in subjecting sacred osen to labour. Tlle probable rea- 

son is that tlle legitimate weapon of the Kshutrc.;.a or Military 



class is the sword. The plough is the insignia of a Iswer walk 

in life, ahtl the exchange of a noble for a ruder profession, is tan- 

tamount to a tenunciation of the privileges of caste. 

26G.-The giving one's daughter to an inferior in caste, is 

scarcely a more pardonable offence than %l<- 
Jlrrriage CtISbln~. 

culture. Even Runjeet Sing, in the height of 

his prosperity ancl power, felt the force of this prejudice. The 

Raja of Icangra deserted his hereditary kingdom rather than 

ally his sisters to Dheean Sing, himself a Meean of the Jumoo 

stock, but not the equal of the kutoch prince. The Rajpoots of 

Katgur, in the Noorpoor Perguna, voluntarily set f i e  to their 

houses, and imnlolated their fcnlale relatives to avoid the dis- 

grace of Runjeet Sing's alliance, and when $leean Puclma, a 

renegate Puthaneea, marficd his daughter to the Sikh monarch, 

his brethren, undeterred by the rhenaces of Rlrnjeet Sing, de- 

prived him and his immediate connesions of the " Jye Dya," 

and to this day refuse to associate with his descendahts. The 

Strict Seclusion of 
sechsion of their women is also maintained 

t'emales. 
with severe 9tfictness. The dwellings of Haj- 

p o t s  can always be recognised by one familiar nith the cohntry. 

The houses are placed in isolated positions, either on the crest of 

a hill n7llic1i comhlands approaches on all sides, or on the verge of 

a forest, sedulously preserved to forin an impenetrable screen. 

Where naturd defences do not exist, an artificial growth is pro- 

moted to afford thc necessaq privacy. In front of their dwell- 

ings, removed about fifty paces from the house, stands the 

" Mundee" or vestibule, beyond whose precincts no one, nncon- 

nected with tllc household, can veilture to intrude. A privileged 
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stranger, who has business with the master of the house may, by 

favor, occupy the vestibule. But even this concessioxi is jealous- 

\y guarded, and only those of decent caste and respectable cha- 

racter are allowed to come even as far as the ' l  Blunclee." A 

remarkable instance of tlie extremes, to which this seclusion is 

carried, occurred under my own experience. A I<utocb's house, 

in the IIundee territory, accidentally caught fire in broad day. 

There was no friendly wood to favor the escape of the women 

and rather than brave the public gaze, they kept their apart- 

ments and were sacrificed to a horrible death. 'I'hose who wish 

to visit their parents must travel in covered palanqueens, and 

those too poor to afford a conveyance, travel by night, taking 

unfrequented roads through thickets and ravines. 

267.-It is melancholy to sec with what devoted tenacity 

Jealo~aadherenceof the Rajpoot clings to these deep-rooted yreju- 
Rajpoots to  these 
customs. 

dices. Their emaciated looks and coarse clothes 

attest the vicissitudes they have undergone to maintain their 

fancied purity. I11 the quantity of ~vastc land, which abounds in 

the hills, a ready livelihood is offered to those who will cultivate 

the soil for their daily bread. But this alternative involves n 

forfeiture of their dearest rights, and they would rather follow 

any precarious pursuit, than submit to the disgrace. Some lounge 

away their time on tlie tops of the inountnins, spreading nets 

for the capture of hawks. RIany a clay tlicy  vatc cl^ in vain, sub- 

sisting 011 bcrriea and on garne accidentally entangled in tllcir 

nets; at  last 1~1~cn  fortune grants them socccsa, they despatch t l ~ e  

prizc to their friends below, who tame and instruct the Lircl for 

the purposes of sale. Others will stay at  home, and pass their 
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time in sporting, either with n hawk, or, if they can afford it, wit], 

gun. One Rajpoot beats the bushes, and the othcr cdries the 

hawk reacly to bc sprung after ally quarry that rises to the view. 

At the close of the day, if thcy have been successful, they cx- 

change the game for a little meal, and thus prolong existence 

over another span. The marksman armed with n gun, will sit 

up for mild pigs returning from the fields, and in the same man- 

ner barters flesh for other necessaries of life. However, the 

prospect of starvation has already driven many to tnlre to the 

plough, and the number of seceders daily increases. Our admin- 

istration, though just and liberal, has a levelling tendency ; s c r ~ c e  

is no longer to be procured, and to many the stern alternative has 

arrived, of taking to agriculture and securing comparative 

comfort, or enduring the pangs of hunger and death. Bo long 

as any resource remains, the fatal s te l~ will be postponed, but it 

is easy to foresee that the struggle cannot be long protracted ; 

necessityis a hard taskmaster, and sooner or lstcr the pressure 

of want will eventually overcome the scruples of the most bigo- 

ted. 

268.-Each clan cornprizes numerous sub-divisions ; as the 

Sul'-diyisiolls family increased, individuals left the court to 
~ I O I I F ;  each tribo of 
n:~jpoots. 

settle on some estate in the country, and their 

descendants, though still retaining the generic appellation of the 

race, are farther distinguished by the name of the estate, with 

which they are more immediately identified. Sometimes, 

thoush not so frequently, the designation of the ancestor fur- 

aishes a surname for his posterity. Thus among the Patha- 

ncens or the Nooryoor Jleeans, there are twenty-two recognized 
2 F 
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sub-divisions. The Golerias are distributed into thirteen dis- 

tinct tribes. The Kutoch clan llas four grand divisicns, each of 

which includes other subordinate denominations. A Rajpoot 

interrogated by one, who he thinks will understand these refined 

distinctions, will give the name not of his clan, but of his pa- 

tronymic. To a stranger, he gives no detail, but ranges hiin- 

self under the general appellation of Icshutriya or Rajpoot. 

269.-h'est to the royal clans in social importance are 

lla,jpnot trilws of 
those races with whom they are connected by 

tl!c accvrid gradc. 
marriage. The llonor of the alliance d r a w  

them also within the .exclusive circle. I t  is not. easy to indicate 

the line which seperates the Rcajpoot froin the clans immedi- 
- .  

ately below him, ancl known in ' the  hills by the appellation 

of Rathee. The Jleean would restrict the term (Raj- 

poot), to those of royal descent. The Rathce naturally seeks a 

broader definition, so as to include his own pretensions. Al- 

together I am inclinccl to think, that the limit I hare fixed 

will be adnlitteci to be just, and tliose only are legitimately en- 

titled to rank as Rajpoots, 117110 are themselves the members of 

a royal clan, or are connected in marriage with them. Among 

tl~ese tribes, the most eminent are the " l\lunl~as," Jureeal," and 

''Soukla" 1:ajpoots. The two former are indeed branches of the 

Jumoo~r-a1 clan, to which they are considered but little inferior. 

They occasionaUy receive the salutation of Jye Dpa, and very few 

of thein engage in agriculture. Another class of Rajpoots, 

11110 erljoy great distinctioil in tllc hills, are the dcscen- 

dmlts of ancient petty chicf's or Ranns, nrhose title and tenure 

gc.ncl.ally l~rccccicd, eren tlle Rajas tllen~sclres. Tllese petty 
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chiefs have long since been dispossessed, and their holdings 

&orbed in the larger principalities which I have enumeratge. 

Still the name of Rana is retained, and their alliance is eagerly 

desired by the Meeans. The principal familics are thosc of 

Churee, Giro, Kunhcare, Puthear, Hubrol, Goomber, Dud- 

wal and other localities. Besides these, the fcllowing races 

occupy a high rank. The Indourcea, Mulhotur, Salareea, Hur- 

chundur, Ludheal-uch, Puteeal, Chib, Jural, Bhoogaleea, and 

many other families which it would be tedious to record. , 

370.-All these tribes affect most of the customs of Raj- 

13oots. They select secluded spots for their 
Similarity of cns- 

toma with high-born 
Rajpoots. dwellings, immure their women, are very par- 

ticular, with whom they marry or betroth in marriage, but have 

generally taken to agriculture. I n  this particular, consists their 

chief distinction f+om the lleeans. 

371.-The Rathees inuster a large number, no less than 

1,01,860 souls. They are essentially an agri- 
Rathees, Thakoors, 

&C. cultural class, and prevail throughout the Noor- 

poor and Nadomn pergunas. The Wathees and thc Girths 

constitnte the two great cultivating tribes in these l~ills, and 

it is a remarkable fact, that in a11 level and irrigated tracts, 

wherever the soil is fertile, ancl produce exuberant, the 

Girths abound. While in the poorer uplands, where the 

crops are scanty, and the soil denlands seT-ere labour to 

compensate the husbandmen, the Ratlie es predominate. I t  is 

as rnrc to find a Ratllee in the vallcys, as to meet a Girth 

in the more sccluclcd hills. Each class Tlolcls possession of 

its pcculiar domain, ancl the different habits and associat,ions, 
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created by the cliftkrent localities, have imprcsscd upon cacll 

caste a peculiar physiognomy and character. Tlie Ratllccs, gc- 

nerally, are a robust and Ilandsome racc ; their features are regu- 

lar and well defined; the colour usually fair, and their limbs 

athletic as if esercisecl und invigorated by the stnbborn  oil 

upon which their lot is thrown. On the othcr hand, thc Girth 

is dark and coarse-featured, his body is stunted nnd sickly ; 

Goitre is fearfully prevalent among his race: and the reflection 

occurs to the mind that, h~mever teeming and p~olific the soil, 

however favorable to vegetable life, the air and climate arc not 

cqnally adapted to the development of the human. franle. 

279.-The Rathees me attentive and careful agriculturists ; 

their momeu take little or 110 part in the la- 
Costoms and in-- 

st i t~~tionu.  bours of thc field. In origin, they belong nei- 

ther to the Kshutriya nor to the S o o c l ~  class, but are apparently 

an amalgamation of both. Their ranks arc being collatantly in- 

creased by defections from the Rajpoot:, and by illegitimate 

connections. Tl~eoffspring of a Rajpoot father by a Soodra mo- 

ther would be styled a Rathee, and accepted as sucll by thc bro- 

therhood. The sccts of the Ratllees are innumerable ; no one 

could render n tnlc and faithful catdoguc of them. They are as 

numerous as the villages they inhabit, from which indced their 

distinguishiug names are gencrally derivcd. A Rathee is cogni- 

zant only of the sects which immediately surround him. They 

foim a society quitc suficient for his few wants, and he has lit- 

tle idea of the extent and rnmifications of his tribe. Tlle llighcr 

sccts of the Rathees arc generally styled rI'llnlioors. Tllcy arc 
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njfro~l t~d at bcing called Ratllecs, nltl~ougll tllcy do not affect to 

be Rajpoots. The Lest faulilics among thc T11akoo1-s give tllcir 

dnugl~tcra in marriage to the least eligible of' thc I l :~ip~ot .~,  ant! 

thus an attinity is csti~llished between these two great tribes. rl'llc 

Ratllccs generally aesuinc tlie tlilead of catjte. Tlley nvoid mitlr, 

and are estrcincly teinpcrntc and frugal in their llabits. Tlrry 

take money for tlieir daughters or exchange thcm, a practice 

reprobated by the shastras, and not countcnanccd by the 

liighest castes. On the death of an elder l~rother, the widow 

lives with the next brother, or if she leaves his I~ousehold, lie is 

entitled to recover her value from the husband she selects. 

Altogether, the Rathees are the best hill subjects we possess. 

Their manners are simple, quiet and unaffected. Thcy arc de- 

voted to agriculture, not unacquainted wit11 tlie nse of arms ; 

honest, manly, industrious and loyal. 

2i3 . -b l i  previous remarks mill havc introduced tlie reader 

to the " Girths." They form rr considerable 
" Cfil.tl~s.'' 

item in tlie population of these hills, and in  

actual numbers exceed any other individual caste. Kit11 the 

Girths, I haye associated the few Jats that reside in this dis- 

trict, and tlie Changs," which is only another name for Girths, 

prevalent about Hureepoor and Noorpoor. Thcy mnount alto- 

gether to 1,11,507 souls. The Girths are sub-divided into nu- 

merous sects. Tllcre is n common saying, that there arc thrce 

hundred and sisty ~arieties of rice, and that the sub-divisions 

of the Girths are equally extensive. The analogy arising from 

the Girths being the usual cultivators of rice. The Girths pre- 

domiilnte in the valleys of Pnlum, l innga,  and Rillloo. T l l e ~  

2 c; 



:Ire found again in the " I-Iul Doon," or Hureepoor valley. 

These localities are the strongholds of the caste, although they are 

scattered elsewhere in every portion of the district, and, gene- 

rally, possess the richest lands and the most open spots in tlie 

hills. The Girths Leloilg to the Soodra division of I-Iindoos, 

and this fact apparently accounts for the localities rvherein they 

arc found. The open valleys, a l t h o ~ ~ g h  containing the finest 

lands, are also the only accessible portions of the hills. Tlic 

illore refined castes preferred the advantages of privacy 

and seclusion, although accompanied by a sterner soil and dimi- 

nished returns. They abandoned the fertile valleys to less 

fastidious classes, whose women were not ashamed t o  be seen, 

nor to work in the fields, and the men mere not degraded by 

being pressed as porters. 

274.-The Girtlls are a most indefatigable and hardworliing 

race. Their fertile lands yield double crops, 
Habits ancl CUS- 

toms. 
and they we incessantly employed during thc 

whole year in the various processes of agriculture. As tlie 

rains set in, they are eng;lged in planting out the young rice, 

tlie staple cornlllodity of the valleys. Tlie field is worked into 

iiiud, nearly two fect deep, the women stand all day in the fields 

up to their knees in mire, with their petticoats looped to their 

~~n i s t s .  The rice is subjected to several wcedings, and when 

ready for the sicltle, the women l~clp to reap, stock, and ~vinnow 

the grain. These labours w e  not concluded before the winter 

sojl-ings commence, and the same stages arc pursued though 

not so laborious as for tlie rice. In  addition to the cultivation of 

their fields, the Girth women carry wood, ~egetables, mangoes, 
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milk, and other products to the markets for sale. Many sit half 

tile day wrangling wit11 customers until tlieir store is disposed 

of. The men are constantly seized for begar," or forced labour, 

to carry travellers loads, or to assist in the various public build- 

ing:, in course of construction. Prom these details, it will be 

perceived, that the Girths hme no eaey time of it, and their 

energies and powers of endurance must be most elastic to bear 

up against this incessant toil. 

3i5.-T0 look at their fraines, they appear incapable of 

Prculisr pl~ysiog- 
sustaining such fatigue. The men are short in 

11on1y. 
stature, frequently disfigured by goitre (which 

equally affects both sexes,) dark and siclrly in complexion, mdq 

with little or no hair on their faces. Both men and women l~avc 

coarse features, inore resembling the Tartar physiognomy than 

any othcr type, and it is rare to see a kaldsorne face, though some 

t h e s  thc younger women may be called yrotty. Both sexes 

are cxtreniely addicted to spirituous drinks. Altliougll indnstri- 

ous c~dtivatora, they are vcry litigious and quarl-elsome. I3nt 

their disputes seldom leacl to blows, and thong11 intemperate they 

are still thrifty. A Girth seldoiu nrastea his substnnce in 

drink. In  tlieir cleali~~ga with one another tl~oy are honest ~11d 

t ru t l f~~ l ,  and altogether tlieir character, thoug1:ll not so peaceable 

alld manly as the Rxtlleo, 1x1s many val~~ablc aircl enclearing 

traits. Tlic Girths being Sooclras, do not wear thc " juneeo " 

or thread of caste. They take money for their dau$htel.s, but 

scldom cscllange them. The younger brotllcr takes his 

brother's widow ; if she leave he was eatitled 
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by the law of the country to her restitution, and undc~. us, lie 

shoultl at  all e~-ents, receive nloney compensation. 

27G.-These four classes, Bramins, Rajpoots, Rathecs and 

Girths, coinpsisc upwards of three-fifths of tlle gross pol)uln- 

tion of the Iiills. I n  the remaining two-fifths are inclncled a11 

tlie artizans and shop-kcepcrs, the diffcrcnt trarlcs, religious 

sccts of ,Jogcc and Gosaecns, and tllc Mal~onlcdnn inliabit- 

ants of the district. 

277.- The impure castes amount to a large agpegatc. 

Under tllis hcacling are coml>rised Chuinars, 
Imyurc castes. 

Bllnngces, Scmras, Domnas, &C., including 

altogctkcr G9,'iOG souls. Besides thcir ordinaly avocations, 

these people are fouild in the position of village I'olice. In 

that capacity they are called Girouks " and B~twals," ancl 

constitute a separate class. Their duty is to collect koolecs, 

forage for supl>lies, report occurrences, and to obey any behests 

of the l~eaclnicn. Tllosc classcv who arc too ~ ~ r o u i l  or too 

nfflucnt to l)lungll, and yet llolcl lands, generally, cntcrtain 

Kamas," or lalourers from thcsc outcast races, IT-hose con- 

dition is allnost analogous to that of slavery. He gets bread 

to eat, and a fcm clotl~es a year, and is bound to a lifc of thank- 

less csel.tion. Thcsc castcs arc always first iinpresecd for 

" Lcgar " or hrced labour, and in addition to carrying loads, 

liave to l~roviclc grass for tllc camp. In the llills, thc depression 

of thcsc castcs is illorc 11la1.licrl than I llavc observed elsc~vhcrc. 

Tlleir mnlliier is sl~bclncd ancl del~recatory. Tllcy arc cnrcfr~l 

to announce thcil. cnstc, nn(l nil accidental toucll of tl~cir prc- 
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cons, carries defilement, obliging tlic toncller to bathe before 

can regain his purity. If any lxlSson of this caste llas a 

letter to deliver, Ile will throw or deposit his charge on thc 

,-t,.ound, but not transmit it direct from hallcl to Iland. He  is not 
b 

allomc(1 to approach ncar, and in Court, when samu~onccl, he 

will stand oatside, no't venturing, uilless bicl, to intrude, within 

thc presence. If encouraged to aclvancc, he does so with hesi- 

tation, while all the neighbours fall back to avoicl the contain- 

inntion of his touch. U~iclcr the rule of tllc Rajas, they mcre 

snbjected to endlcs  restrictions. The women mere not allonctl 

to wear flounces clceper than four inchcs to tlieir dress, nor to 

use the finer ~llctal of gold for ornaments. Their houses werc 

never to esceecl a certain size, nor to be riised above one floor; 

tlie men were interdictccl from wearing long hair, and in thcir 

marriages, the briclc was forcecl to go on foot, instcacl of ~icl i~ig 

in ajharnpAn or chair, as allowed to every other class. Certain 

musical instruments, such as the " Dufill ", or drum, and the 

Niliim, or trumpet, were positively prohibited. Many of t l i ~ e  

restrictions are still nlnintainccl, although, of colme, there llas 

been no sanction given or ilnpliecl by the officers of Govcrn- 

278.-Tlleartiza1ls coml)rizing golclsnlitlis, carpenters, black- 

snliths, nntl stone-cutters, a~llonnt to 41,297 per- 
.\rtiznlia. 

sons. Regarding tlicseoccnpations, I llavc very 

little to r en~a r l~ .  The Sonfirs or goldsmitlls of I<angra are skilful 

lr.orl<men, and imitate, with considerable dexterity, the most eL- 

borate specimens of Emopeao orllamcnts. They possess the art 

of eilnmclliug colours on guld or silver, peculiar to 1Cnllgra. The 
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caspcnters are generally \\.ell accluaintcd with tlieir tradc. The 

nciglibourhood of Silnla gives cmploy~nent to many families, 

aiid the experience they liave acquired, 113s renclered t1~n-1 able 

artificers, cqual to nlaking any article required by European 

habits and taste. The stone-cutters or bntaras deserve parti- 

cnlar mention. Tlie ~ r o r d  bntara, is derived from Rut" a 

stone, Tlicsc hills abomid ~vith, an(l are incleecl coml3osed of, a 

fine description of sandstone, ~vliich is enlineiltly aclapted for 

bnilding purposes. The Forts of the couiltry are entirely con- 

structed of this material. So also are tlie old palaccs and 

teniples which are stre~ved over the distlmict. Tlie occupation of 

breaking mld fasliioning tliese sto~lcs, has given rise to tllc but- 

arn caste, who are to be fourid in every town of note through- 

out the Ilills. Tliey are without esccptioii, tlie most idle ant1 

dissipated set of people in the district. They livc from hand 

to mouth, spending in drink almost the 11-hole of their wages. 

Tliey will seldom go out to work, ~~i i less  ill distress, and 11-1icii 

employed coiistant supel.vision. 

279.-The coln~llercial and sliol~. keepiiig class, amo~mt to 

coiilparatirely a snlall nlm~ber, only 15,487 
l'omn~crci:rl clnsucb. 

pcrsons. Uilcler this category are compriz- 

ed Icutrecs, IIal~ijnns, I<aitlis, K ~ u i r s ,  and Soodhs. Al- 

most all tlle tradc and iuonctary dealings in the hills are in 

thcir hands. Tlic l' Icutrce" is t l ~ e  most csteilsive and tlie lligli- 

cst in l3oint of caste. Thcy l~cloi~gcd, originally, to the I<slintri~a 

or Military class, but ]laying adopted the scales in lieu of tlle 

h\\.ord, are llow known 1)y the appellation of I<utrces. Tllc 

l < n i t l ~  of the hills is not iilc~ltical wit11 tlie l iaith of the 
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plains. He  belongs to the Yaisya or commercial class, 

alld ranks with Mahajuns, wearing the " Juneeo" or sacred 
h 

thread. The Kaith of tlie plains is a Soodra, and is not enti- 

tled to assume tlle " Junee.~." All these classes give large 

sullls for brides, and their illatrimonial arrangements are the 

most complicated, and difficult of a11 the systems in vogue in 

the liills. I t  is not unusual for five or six families to enter 

into a specics of confccleracy, by wliich each party is bound to 

give a bride and to receive one in exchange. The intricacies 

are most puzzling, and when disputcs ai-ise, it is almost impos- 

sible to unravel the tangled skein. 800 Rs. is not an extraordi- 

nary price to pay for a wife. The Rurlrs and Soodhs, are SS-- 

nonynlous \?-it11 the Buneea of the plains. The tenn " Kurar" 

is nsed, conte,mptnously, by Rnjpoots to stigmatize any one of 

tllcir race who shews peculiar effeminacy and want of conrage. 

2S0.-Among the religious sects in the hills, the most re- 

RcSlifious sects markable are tbc Gosa2ens". They are found 
(;nsai.ens, Jogecs, 
&c. 

chiefly in tllc neigl~boml~ood of Nadown and 

J c d a  Ilookee, though they are scattered, in snlall numbers, 

tlirougl~out tlie district. They are the great capitalists and tm- 

ders in thc hills, and are a11 entel-prizing and sagacious race. 

l:y the rules of their caste retail negotiations are interdicted, 

and they dcal, exclusi~ely, in staple articles of produce ~vLich 

t l l e j  dispose of by n-holesale. They possess allnost a lnonopoly 

of tlic trade in opium, which they blly up in I<ooloo, and carry 

do~vn to the plains of the Pun,jab. They speculate also in churns, 

slm\\ l-wool, and cloths. The gosabei~s are distinguished by 

the gcncrnl nanle of Dasnamee Gosakeiu" or Saneeisees.. 



~l~~~ arc divided, as their name iml)lics, illto ton tribes. Tllc 

I"cualent tribe in tllesc ],ills is '' Gccree," nnllle of the scct 

bciug addl,ted R patr&nyinic by all the membcrs, as Fl~tell 

Gem, Buhacloor Geel; BIunce Gecr, JIirch Gccr, CC. The f'omnd- 

er of t k s  caste +as one Shunkur Acharuj, whose ten pupils or 

disciples glve rise to tile ten sects into which the brdtherhooil is 

distributed. By strict rules, they should lije a life of celibacy, 

recruiting their ranks by adopting disciples 0;. chelas, from other 

pure tri6esl who may be wiIling to devote their offspring to be- 

come Gosa&ens. But in these hills, this prohibition is seldop 

observed, and all the GosaBens have yielded to the temptations 

of marriage. Their own offspring are not eligible to succeed 

to the inheritance of the father. His heirs are his adopted clis- 

ciples, and his own issue can only inherit by becoming the cheln 

of ano'ther Gbsahen.   he GosaPens are sub-divided among 

themselre$ into dtnall communities, each with a recognized head 

or " Mohunt." He has the supreme control over all the proper- 

ty, personal and real: belonging to the " Akhareli," as the cor- 

poration is styled : and the other members of the fraternity are 

dependent upon his bounty for the share they may rcceire of 

the common wealth of their Gooroo. When n Mohunt feels that 

his end is ncar, he elects one of his disciples, by morcl of rno:~th, 

to iiicceed him, as the best and fittest of them a11 to 1,e the 

head. His electioil is never disputed. But if he should be 

suddetlly remove'd, without having nominatecl a successor, tllr: 

fraternity meet together, and mith the aid of other Gosa&ens, 

proceed to select one of their number as the future ( c  llollunt." 

011 a give11 day, he is installed into his seat with great celvemo- 
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ny, to which a11 the caste are invited, and duc notice is fur- 

nished to every member of the immediate sect or " Akhareh," 

wherever he may be. After installation, he proceeds to a sccond 

ceremony, of even greater interest, and that is the distribution 

of the deceasecl Mohunt's effects, not by equal shares, but by his 

estimate of the relative worth and capacity of each of the dis- 

ciples : and this distribution (called " Bllindara") is seldom con- 

tested or impugned. A Gosaken, on decease, is 11ot burned 

like other I-lindoos, but is buried under the cnrtl~. Over hi;; rc- 

mains, a cenotaph is raised, dedicated to Mahadeo, and called n 

i l l z ~ t h .  Every Gosahen, at decease, is supposed to be incorpo- 

rated with the divinity of Xlahadco. The Gosakens of Joals 

nIooltee and I\'aclown, have extensive dealings with Haiderabad 

in the Dekan, and their enterprize carries them in the pursuit 

of trade over the whole continent of India. The ceremony of 

admitting a c11&la1' or disciple, is very simple. His L L  Chotec" or 

tuft, which every Hindoo cherishes on the crown of his head, is 

first severed by the Gooroo, or master. The hair is then close- 

ly shaved: and the ' L  Gooroo" muntur being read, the chZla is duly 

initiated. The Jogees of the hills, are Jogees or Gogees only in 

name. They lire by begging and also engage in agriculture. 

They observe no tenets to distinguish them from ordinary Hin- 

cloos, and are a separatc race, r n h y i u g  ainonz ' themselres, bat 

following no peculiar professions. 

281.-The Gudees are the most remarliable race in tlre 

hills. In features, manners, dress, and dialect, 
Go;lc:s. 

tllcy differ, essentially, from all the rest of tlle 

population. Tlle Gudccs residc csclueircly 11po11 the snolry 
4 I 
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-- 
range which divicles Chumba from Kangra. A fcw of thcm 

have \vandcred clown into the valleys which skirt tlie basc of 

this mighty chain, bub the great majority live on the heights 

above. They are found from an elevation of 3,500 or 4,000 

feet, up to 7,000 feet. Above this altitude, there is little or no 

cultivation, the increasing acclivity of tlie range opposing insur 

mountable obstncles. They preserve n tradition among them- 

selves, t l~a t  their ancestors originally came froin tlie Punjab, and 

that, during tlie horrors of the Mahoineclan invasions, the popu- 

lation of tl:e cities fled, from the oljcn country, bcfore their in- 

vaders, and took refuge in tliese ranges, at that period almost 

uninhabited. Tlie term " Gudee" is a generic name, and un- 

ider this nppcllation are included Bramins, Kutrees, a 

few Rijpoots, and Riithecs. Tlie majority, howevcr, are Kut- 

rees, and the sub-divisions of the caste oorrespond exactly 

with the tribes ainong the Kutrees existing in tlie plains 

of tlie Punjab, at  the present day. Impure castes are not styled 

Gudees, but are 1ill0~11 hy thc names of Bidee, Segee, 

Hilee, &c. They are a semi-pastoral, semi-agricultural racc. 

The greater portion of tlieir wealth consists of flocks of slwep 

and goats, which they feed llalf tlic year, (thc nillter months) 

in the ~aUeys of Kmgra: and for the other Irnlf, drive across 

tlie range into the territorits of Chumba. They holcl lands, 

on this side, and also ill Chumba, and in former days were 

coiisirlered su11,ject to both Statcs. At present, our rule 112s 

matrrkdly weakeiit~d the tcilure of tlic Chumba chief, and luany 

continue7 all tllc year round, 011 this side of tllc raogc, aclino\v- 

lc(lgillg no :dlcgiance whatel-er to Chulllba. It  nab a rule witll 



these aimplc people, whenever fined by the Kangra authorities 

to pay a similar penalty into the Chumba treasury. I am afraid, 

our institutions have taught thein greater inilz?cndence, and 

the infraction of this custom is now more frequent than the 

observance. Two rupees, for every hundrxl head of sheep or 

goats, are paid to our Govcrntnent as pasturage tolls, and one 

rrrpee for a like number, is paid far a similar privilege in Chum- 

ba. fitany Gudces cultivate tlie winter crop or wheat, in  

Kangra, ancl returning with their flocks, grow the summer or 

rain crop a t  " Burmour," as the province on the other side of the 

snow, is designated. They all wear woollen clothes, which they 

make U]) at lrou~e out of the wool from their own flocks. The 

men den a remarkable hi~h-peaked cap, with flaps to pull down 

over the ems, in ease of severe weather. The front is usually 

adorned with a garland of dried flowers, or with tufts of the 

Tmpeyan pheasant, or red beads, the seeds of parasitical plants 

growing in the forests. The rest of their dress is a frock made 

very capacious and loose, secured round the waist, with a black 

woollen cord In the body of this frock, the Gudee stores the 

lllost miscellaneous articles. His own meal, tied up in an un- 

hulled leather pouch, with two or three young lambs, just borii, 

and perhal~s, a present of walnuts or potatoes for his master, 

are the usual c~ntents.  His legs are generally bare; but oc- 

scasionally he wears woollen trowsers very loose a t  the knee, 

to allow free motion in walking, and fitting tight at  the ankle, 

over 1~11icll it lies in fold.;, so cs not to restrict the action of 

the limbs. The women wear the same frock, only reaching to 

their ankles, secured ~j-itll the same woollen cord. T11eir gnr- 
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~neilt fits mther tighter about the body, and is both modest 

and becoming. The head-dress is a '' Chuder" or sheet, thrown 

loosely ovcr tlie upper portion of the body, and sometimes fas- 

tened in the shape of s turban, with a loose streamer behind, by 

way of ornament. The Gudees are a very simple and virtuous 

l w c .  They are remarkable, el-en among the hill population, for 

.their eminent regard for truth. Crirne is almost unknown 

among them. Their women arc chaste and modest, seldom 

deserting their husbands. Like all the inhabitants of moun- 

tainous regions, they are frank and merry in their manners, they 

constantly meet together, singing ant1 (lancing in n style quite 

peculiar to themselves. Tllcy are great tipplers, and at these 

festive meetings, the natural hilarity is considerably cnhanced by 

dcep potations. In  person they arc a comely rnec. The WO- 

men frcq~~cntly arc very fair a.nil benutifill, their fcat~lrcs arc 

rcgt~lnr, ancl tlic esprcsfiion allllost always milcl ancl enpg-  

ing. Tlic Gudccs wcnr tllc tlircncl of caste, and arc much 

stricter in IIincloo casto1l~5 and ulscrvnnccs, tl~nll illost of t l ~ c  in- 

Iinbitnnts of t l ~ c  I~igllcr ranges of t l ~ e  lIi~nal:~y:i. Tlicy arc. 

not n very widely ditTi~secl rncc. Tl~cy cstcnd ovcr the grcnt- 

er ])art of Cli~tmba, inhabit the skirts of the Kangrn Snowy range, 

aiid arc fonncl also on tlic soutlicrn facc of thc Buclmn-ar liills 

across tllc Envee. n lc i r  l>eculinr cnste, I<utree," and thck 

position in thc ranges immccliatcly above Lalior, fa\-or the 

bladition, that originally tlley ~verc fugitives, fi'onl tlic c i t i~ s  ~f 

tlic ldnin bcforc tllc Rlnl~omcclan inroads. 

282.-Tlic ciitirc Rloos~~hnan population amou~lts to only 

z r t ' o L ~ ' l n a t l ~  42,518 ~ouls .  Tlic Sniatls, dcsccnclallts of tllc l'ro- 
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l)het, amount to only 221 persons. ?rIoguls, Pathins, and 

Sheikhs, the principal tribes in other parts of I n c h  are almost 

unrepresented. The prevailing castes are Kashmeerees, originally 

cllligrailts from the valley of Kashmere, who have colonised 

here chiefly iu the city of Noorpoor, and in Tiloknlth ; Go~zlrs,  a 

pnstoral tribe ; Telees, or oil pressers, almost all who follow this 

trade, are 51ahomedans, and Jolahas or weavers. 

983.-Tlle Iiasliineerees reside almost exclusively in Noor- 

poor and Tiloknlth. There are a fetv scatter- 
Kashmcerees. 

ed families in other parts of the district, but 

not exceeding a himdred altogether. The total number of 

Kashmeerees is G,G5G.  They are divided among tllemselves into 

several gradations, and lilte all Moosulman races have no restric- 

tions on marriage, except immediate relations. Marriages toith 

first cousins are not only allowaLlc, but fieqnently occur. They 

are allnost exclusivcly empldyed in the Shawl trade. There are 

two classes in the profession, the lllaster workmen, or '' OostAds," 

and the apprenticcs or '' Sklhgirds." The former supply the capi- 

tal, and tlle apprentices earn thcir livelillood by task work. The 

more opolent Kaslilueerees not only keep large manufactories 

for shawls, but trade in tvool and other produce of Ladakh and 

Cllincse Tar tav .  Tlic rooins decotcci t o  the workmen, are long 

a~~artments, with looms in the centre, and benches rang- 

cc1 parallcl for tllc workmen : they care well-liglitecl and airy. 

'rllc workineu, all males, sit hard employed thc whole day, and 

sonlctinlcs enliven the labour by singing choruscs. They are a 

discoiltcntecl and qnarrelaoine race, vcry deficient in personal 

courage, but so litigious, that tl~cir cliapositioil for law has bc- 

2 5  



come povcrb. I t  is a colninon saying, two old women 

nrill 811 day till u i d ~ t  sete in. will then call a 

hxce, and p ~ t  n stone down in token of thc annistice. Next 

~ ~ o r n i n g  the stonc is removed, and tlie disl)ute ie, renemcd with 

double The nlen fight with each other, and it is not 

uncommon for one tc bite off tllc ear or nose of his antagonist, 

Thc apprentices will often receive advanccs and abscond, and 

tlle lnaster worlruicn cllcats his labonrcrs by \~ithholding their 

just dues. They arc reillarkable for their dirty ailcl immodest 

habits. Tlie nromeil mcar a ~rrnclclcd red cap, and n loosc linen 

fi;ocli, quite open to tllc wind, filthy nnd unbecoming. Tllo 

men wear better clotlics, and arc romnrkable for liigh forelicnds 

and Jewish features. They speak a dialect intelligible cnly to 

tllcn~selves, though t l~cy  arc also rcnvcrsarit \\?it11 t l ~ c  vernacu- 

lar. T l ~ e  shawls of Noo~q~oor ancl Tiloku2tll alc iiot mnc11 

prizcd ; the work is inferior, but tllc grcnt causc of in- 

feriority is thc llnrclness of tllc water, whicli coinmunicntcs 

a rougllncss to tllc sl~nwls, grcatly detracting from their 

marl;et;~ble value. The Kasllmee~.ces themselves say, that 

there is no water like the river Jeliullu, and that the superiority 

of the shawls of the valley, is mainly ascribable to the virtae of 

tlie water. The weavers of l<ashmere possess also greater artis- 

tic qualifications, since none but the worst, who fail to get n 

li~elihood in their native country, would coilsent to lcare the 

rharlning valley, for the heats of'the Punjab, and the discomforts 

I '  of a strange country. Ihe presrnt pol)ulation consists almost 

cntircly of thc clescendants of original emigrants, and are ,low 

acclilnated. They still retain the dress allcl dialect I<ashmere 
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and are constantly reinforced by new arrivals from the valley. 

In the cold winter months, the women adopt a peculiar custom, 

of carrying under their frocks little pans of heated charcoal over 

which they warm their hands, and maintain the circulation like 

English ladies with their muffs. 

284.-The Goojurs of the hills me quite unlike the caste 

of the same designation in the plains. There 
C; on j~~ra .  

they are known as an idle, mortllless, and thiev- 

ing race, rejoicing in waste, and enemies to cultivation and im- 

provement. But above and below they are both addicted to 

pastoral habits. In  the hills, tlic Gooj urs are cxclnsively a pas - 

torn1 tribe, They cultivate scarcely at  all. The Gudees kcep 

flocks of shecp and goats, and tlie Goojur's mealtli consists of 

buffaloes. These people live iu tllc skirts of thc forests, and 

maintain their existence, esclnsivclp, by the sale of tlic milk, 

ghee, and other produce of their herds. The nlcn grazc tho 

cattle, 311~1 frequently lie o i ~ t  for weeks in tlie woods, tending 

their herds. The nromen repair to the inarkets every morning 

with baskets on tlicir llc:~rls, with little enrtllen pots filler1 wit11 

mill;, b~ t t~ r -mi l l< ,  rind gllc.c, each of t!iese pots containing the 

prol~ortioii reqliird for a day's mcal. Dnring the hot m-cather, 

tlie Goojura usually c i ~ i \ - ~  tllc~il- Ile~.cIs to the nl3pcr mnge, wlicrc 

the buifalocs rejoice ill tllv rich g ~ x s s ,  ~vliicll tlie rains bring 

forth, ancl at  the sanle tilllc attail1 condition from tllc temperate 

climate, and tlic illllllunity from venonlouu flics, ~vhich torment 

thcir existence in tlie plains. The Goqjnrs are R finc. manly 

1'3cc, wit11 peculiar ancl llandsoue features. Tliey are nlild 

and iiloifensi~e in manner, and in thesc bills, are w t  distin- 
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@bed by thc bad pre-erniuellce which attaclles to their race 

in the They are never known to thievc. Tlleir woinell 

are supposed to be not very scrupulous. Thcir habits of fie- 

qucnting public markets and carryiug about thcir stock for sale, 

unaccompanied by their husbands, undoubtedly ex1)oso tllem to 

great temptations ; and I am afraid the imputations against 

their chnractcr are too wcll founded. Tlicy arc tall, well 

grown women, and may bc seen every morning cntcring the 

b,?zwrs of thc hill-towns, ancl returning home about thc after- 

noon, 16th their baskets emptied of their treasures. Tile Ooo- 

jurs are found all ovcr the district. They abound particularly 

about Joala Mooklicc, Tcera a l ~ d  Nado~vn. Tlicre arc some 

Hindoo Goojurs, especially townrcls M~~ndcc ,  but they are a 

sinall sect conlpared to the Jloosulnlans. 

285.-The remaining AIoosulinan tribes rcquirc no parti- 

cular detail. Thc Tclees, or oil-pressers, are 
Rcrlrnitling Moosul- 

Inark Castcs. 
coinmoll to all Ii~dia, and in tl~cac Bills follow 

tl~cir l~rofessional trade with littlc or no diit'crencc. The Jo- 

liihas, arc a low race. They mcavc all thc clotlla uscd for con- 

sumption by tlie agricultural classes, and arc ~lotorious as petty 

tllieves and pilferers. Almost all the criuie in the bills is con- 

fined to JolAhas and ChumArs. 

2SG.-The houses of tlie peasantry, as I havc bcforc observ- 

Lodging of thc peo- ed, are not aggrcgnted togctllcr in ~iHages, brit 
plc. 

interspcrsed ovcr the glcbe in l>lcnsarit and 

picturesque localities. Evcry man resides upon his own farm, 

and in one corner of it, in sonie spot open to the sun, and yet 

shcltcrcd from the wind, he builds his cottage. The honsc itself 
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is constructed of dried bricks, generally with a double roof. On 

t]le lower floor he resides hiillself with his family, and on the 

upper story, he puts the lumber of his household, the grain of 

tl~e last harvest, and frequently uses it, in wet weather, to cook 

his meals. During the rains, many families sleep habitually in 

the upper story, to escape the close and unhealthy air of the 

ground floor. The upper roof is always made of thatch, thick, 

substantial, and neatly trimmed. The cutside of the domi- 

cile is plastered with some rcd or light-coloured earth. The 

fiont space is kept clean and fresh, and the whole is encircled 

by a licdge of trees, and brambles, whioh maintain his privacy 

and afford material for renewing dilapidations. On one side of 

tlic cuttage is the shed for tlie cows and bullocks, called " Kour- 

hal," and another building contains the ,sheep and goats, styled 

tlie Oree." If the owner of the farm be a m m  of substance, 

he d l  probably possess some heads of buffaIoes, and they are 

cooped up in a separate tenement, called the Mehyira." The 

thatch of the oottage is renewed every third year, and in parts 

where g r a s  is plentiful, a fresh covering is added annually. 

Tile ridge pole is made of 4' Toon," L' Sis00~'~ '  Ohee", or of fir. 

But the " Siree," Hur," ' L  Behra," Peepul," are never used 

on various superstitious grounds. The Siree" or L' ~ ~ I M O S A  

hirrusl' is reserved, exclusively, for the dwellings of Rajas or 

G'ods. No ordinary person is allowed to apply the wood to his 

own pmposes. Every year, in the season of the " Naoritree" 

or 8cptembcr, the esterior and interior walls of the cottage are 

re-plastered ; tlle labour derolves upon the women, and at every 

~ ~ o u s c  they mRy be secn busy at this periorl, fetching coloured 

2 K 
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earths, mixing it with cow-clung, and putting a fresh coat on tile 

walls of the cottage ; on the occasion of a marriage, the bride- 

groom's Louse is always adorned wit11 some fresh and gay 

coloured plaster. 

287.-The entrance to the cottage is usu~~,lly to the East or 

to the South. But tllcre is no general law, 
Usual aspect of 

Cottages. although in every perguna, tlle people have 

fivorite positions. The &st, which looks towards the rismg 

sun, is considered a lucky aspect. There is also a general predil- 

ection for the South. But the West is ordinarily eschewed. The 

entrance is secured by a wooden door, and during the absence 

of the household, is fastened outside by a lock. In the house 

of the higher castes, it is not unnsual, for the sake of adclitional 

privacy, to build the cottages of the homestead in  the forin of a 

quadrangle, all facing inwards. Sllould a neighbour design his 

cottage, so that the ridge pale of his roof, crossed at right angles 

with the entrance of the other cottage, there would be an appeal 

to the District OtEcer, to prevent so unlucky an arrangement, for 

the hill people have a general superstition, that some disaster 

would be sure to befall the owner of the house thus menaced. 

The Rajpoots and Brahmins always occupy the most secluded, 

as well as the highest parts of the village area. I t  ~voldd not 

be tolerated for a man of low caste to raise his dwelling on any 

eminence which should overlook the cottages of those of higher 

birth. 

288.-The interior of the domicile is furnished generally in 

the simplest style. In  the Sikh time, the agri- 
Furniture. 

cultuxal classes used earthen vessels for tllc 
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l,rcpnration of their food. Thcir means seldom a l lowd tllcm to 

possess utensils of more costly fabric, or at  all events, they were 

afraid to sbew such substantial signs of comfort ; under our n1]e, 

eve17 house is equipped with a complete set of all the necessary 

articlcx, made up in bras ,  copper, or in other metal, according 

to the prevailing custom. IR tlie winter, the women plait Inat6 

of rice straw, Bindree," which are laid down over the floor of 

the room. Tliey construct also a sort of inattrass, the outside of ' 

which is made of new cloth, and thc inside stuffed with pieces 

of olcl clothes. This is called a l' Khindn," and is used either as 

a counterpane to pull over tlie body, or as a mattrass to recline 

on. A hooka, a few dried herbs, and a wicker basket fiuspended 

from tlie roof, containing bread and .  other articles necessary to 

secure from the depredations of cats, and vermin, constitute the 

reillaining furniture of the housel~old. 

289.-The chief staples of food are maize and wheat. In 

the ric,e-growing valleys, the people subsist, for 
Food. 

the greater part of tlie year, on rice, and in the 

poorer uplands, the coarser grains of munclul (millet.) and 

l' Souk" form a portion of their diet. Maize is a very favorite 

grxin, and from September till May, is in constant consumlr- 

tion. After that period, the wheat linrrest is matured, and for 

the re:llni~ing six montlls, the colnmon article of diet is mheat- 

meal. In the rice countries, tlie peop,le reserve the clean un- 

bralten rice for sale, and the chipped pieces they retain for their 

own use. So &o, unmixed wheat is seldom used by the poorer 

classes. The plue w h e ~ t  is disposed of to the grain dealer, and 

the uiscd barley and wheat, frequently s o l i n  together, is kept for 
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llollle conr;uml,tion. Thc ~gr icu l turd  classes have usually threc 

lllealr; a day. Before going to work in the morning, the husband- 

mall l~artakes of somc brcad resel-ved from the evening repast. 

'rllis is called ~'Dh~zt~$loo" or Naohsrce." At twelve o'clock, he 

enjoys a full meal, generally with all liis household, of rice, or ricc 

nnci spilt pease, or cakes made of ~vlieat or maize. In  the evening 

tlicrc is a sul)pcr, accordingto taste, in ml~ich, howevcr, rice sel- 

dom appears. Split pease are made usually of tlic pulses known 

as 11;2h1' and lL I<ooIt." In  most parts of the hills the people 

can secure fish, mllicll generally forins a constituent of tlieir food. 

On festive occasions, tlicy will kill a goat wliicll they consider 

very superior to mutton. Linsecd and rape oil are also used 

instcad of clarified butter, by the poorest classcs, but inost fi~mi- 

lies can ilom afford the luxury of ghee. The fine rock-salt of 

the Puijab is not in general consamption. Tlle IIundec salt, of 

~ ~ h i c h  nearly a illoiety consists of earth nncl other refuse matter, 

is priucipally used. The salt is diluted ancl the water refined 

fi.0111 the earthen particles. The brine thus obtained is 

wit11 the food it is intendcd to season. 

230.-Tobacco is ,z very favorite drug. PvIen and women are 

all addicted to it, though in the higher ranks of 
T'se of Tobacco 

and \Vine. life, the women affect to repudiate its use. There 

is a prejudice against onions and carrots, which no Hindoo, ex- 

ccpt of the lowest class, mill touch. Turmeric is a coildiment 

in large request. I t  is seldom absent from any meal in the 

l~ousel~old of those who can afford it. The Girths, and all the 

Soodra tribes are great consumers of wine. No other class will 

openly acknowledge its use, though many drink secretly. From 
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this statement, I must except Bhojkees and Gndees, who, be- 

longing to better castes, are notorious drinkers. 

29 1 .-The ordinary clothing of the poorer classes are for 

Clothing. Men. the men, a '' topee" or skull cap, for a turban 

is seldom or never worn ; a " koortee" or frock reaching to the 

waist, or a " choloo" which is a similar garment, only extend- 

ins somewhat lower, and " kach" or breeches, for long trowsers 

are not in vogue. In  addition to these three articles, the pea- 

sant usually carries with him his " Putoo" or blanket, which, in 

hot weather, he twists as a turban to defend his head from the 

rays of the sun, or in winter, wraps round his body, as a High- 

lander flings liis plaid. The frock and breeches are usually 

made of cotton woven by the village weaver or JolAha, and cut 

and sewn into shape by the village " doee" or tailor. The 

putoo is of home texturegenerally in alternate squares of white 

and black wool, the only variety being in the size of the squares. 

In the rains, the people travel about bare-foot, as the wet wea- 

ther spoils the shoes, but in  all other seasons, they usually 

posscss a pair of slippers or l 1  jlluta." The higher classes of 

course wear whatever they please. Their clothes are usually 

illacie of English fabrics, and formed into shapes to suit tlie fa- 

shion or pleasure of the wearer. The only peculiarity is that 

the " Roortee" is colnllloilly retaincd by all, and in the hcad- 

dress they all sliew great coscoiubry and taste. Two or m o l ~  

turbans of different colours are artistically mixed together, and 

l~onucl-round the liencl, so as to display the colours to advantage, 

alld to fall in heavy, yet graceful, folds over the right ear. Tlle 
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usual ~nixturc is a red ground with R white cxterior turban, and 

tllc effcct is always becoming. Like all other fashions, it is 

somctilnes ludicrously exaggerated, ancl I have seen as Inany as 

seven turbans of diffwent hues, not vcry judiciously chosen, 

wrapped round the head of a .Hill dandy. The Hill people are 

also vcry fond of wearing colored rests and scarfs. They also 

adopt the etieminate habit of ~vearing earrings of gold, graced 

soinetilues with pearls, and those who can afford i t  will display 

gold or silvcr bracelets, and necklaces of beads alternately with 

gold. 

292.-The feinale drcss is also very picturesque. On orcti- 

FYomen. Their naiy occasions they \!-ear the gug~a" or 
clress. 

petticoat, the L L  cholee" which covers the breasts 

and the Lbsothun" or long trowscrs mitll a U doputa" or mantle, 

to  form the llead-iiress. In the winter they adopt a gown, called 

dol~)o" which covers the whole body, fitting clmc under tlie 

neck. For oidinaiy meal; these prnlents  arc all made of t l ~ c  

simplest colours, and are both inodcst and becoming. But in 

gala days, though the habiliments are the same, the testure and 

co1ou1.s are strikingly ~ltcrccl. Thc petticoat is adorned with 

printed silvcr or gold pattenis, n~hicll sct off the estreinities, or 

the whole garlncnt is made of strenlied colours tastefully asso- 

ciated. The clol~uta" or mantle iilstend of being a, simplc 

rrhite, is transfomed into a pink or yellow scarf. The " cllolee" 

is made of equally gay material, and the person is omamented 

nit11 various articles of jewellery. The we ring, or fi BLloo," is 

the niost conlmon ornament. Every momcm who is not unnlar- 

rird, nor n widu~r ,  displays this piece of fiilely. It is a s i p  of 
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-- 
lnairied life, and shcwa that the wearer etill rejoices i11 tilt: 

society of her Irwband. Tllc l o~ rc r  classes are restrictcd to sil- 

ver, otherwise the L L  BA1007' is always ~nade  of gold in circuni- 

ference limited only by the taste of' tlie possessor. Tllcrc is a 

great variety of female jenrellery, xvl~icli it is not I ~ ~ C C S R ~ I ~ J -  to  

detail. The Girth women are very fond of a profusion of neck- 

laces ; somc are con~hucted of coloured glass, or pieces of porce- 

lain, (kucll) and b e d s  the vegetable prm1uc.e of tlie furest. Tllis 

dress is the cuatoill acloptcd by Hindoos. T11e JIal~cilicdal~ 

woinen do not evince such taste or coqlxetry. Thcy never wear 

the gugra or petticoat, and veiy seldom the doroo or gon-a. 

They restrict themelves to loose trowsers and a mantle. TIE 

gown of the lower classes is lllade usually of coluse chintz. 

There is another drcss confined, however, to the higher ranks, 

the PaswAj, wlich is a cottongown of very light testurc allnoat 

approaching to muslin, and iuade of var io~u gay colours. 

293.-In general l>h+ognomy thc Hill people are decided- 

Appearance. l y  a good looking race. Their coxnplerion is 

fail; owhg to the temperate climate they elljoy, and the erpres- 

sion is d n o s t  invariably iililcl a d  prepossessing. Their fea- 

tures are clelicate and well-formed. I11 statnrc they sclcloill 

exceed the middle size, and for rigour and manly strength 

they callnot cornparc \\-it11 the inl~al,itanta of tlic plains. Tlw 

graclstions of caste are strongly iuai-kcxl in tlie nppeitrance 

and aspect of the people, allcl the l~igllcr the social l~odition, tlie 

Illore pwc a i d  elevatcd becoillc thc features. Aillong tile Bra- 

luius and Rajpoots, tliere are generally to be fouiirl the distin- 

gi~ishing murks of n long and nnsullid desccnt. 'Their faces 
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bear the iinpress of true nobility. The agric~~ltural classes are 

lcss rcfined and attractive, but they all possess that amiable and 

ingeiiuous expression which is so characteristic of the whole race. 

234.-To prepossessing appearance, the hill people add 

the c h a m  of simple and unsophisticated man- 
Jlnnncrs and cha- 

r w t  CI'. ners. In address they are open and good bu- 

moilrcd ; s t  the saine time obedient and respectful. They arc 

not very fiiuiliar mith the amenities of gpeedi, and inay borne- 

times offend an ear habituates to the f~llsome phraseology of 

Hincloostnn. But the error always proceeds from rustic plain- 

~icss, ancl nevcr fro111 intentional discoul-tesy. They are ex.. 

tremcly susceptible to kindncss or tlie reverse. A conciliatory ' 

delncanonr at once nrins tlieir conficlence, ~vhile a rude word, 

carelessly nttercd, is often auWcient to intimidate and repel them. 

To be assailed mith abuse, is a grievous injury not to be for- 

gotten. Anlong equals, tlle exchange of contumelious epithets 

excites n paroxysm of anger, quite 1lnus11a1, and Ilardly to be 

reconciled wit11 their pncral  mildness of demeanour. Abuse 

ficqucntly lcacls to suicide, and an abusive habit in an official, is 

alniost sufficient, in the estimation of the people, to counterh- 

lance all Ilia good qualities. The hill people are bashful and 

modest. They never intrude unless encouraged ; a gesture is 

quite sufh'cient to keep them at a distance. They arc suspicious 

:11111 long in yicldiiig their confidence. To a stranger they are 

very reserved ; and wheil a new officer is appointed to their 

caliarge, they will abstain from his Court till his character is 

tl~oronglily displayed. When oilcc tliey are conciliated there ai-c 

no bouncls to tlieir dcvotion, as at first they are distrustfill and 
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slly, so at last they surrender tllemselves without restraint. They 

arc naturally an affectionate and gentle race. They have no 

daring, nor aspirations after independence. They delight rather 

to place themselves under authority, and yield ixnplicity 

to an influence nrhich tllcy admire and rcspect. Their na- 

ture is obedient and tractable. There is no vigor nor manliness 

of sentiment. Their disposition was formed to obey, and is al- 

most feminine from its innate dependence. An adherence to 

truth is a reinarkable and most l~onorable feature in their cha- 

racter. During the five years that I had charge of the district, I 

can scarcely recall a single instance of a false or even of a pre- 

varicating witness. Allowing for the natural bias of parties, tlle 

evidence on cithcr sidc of a case was essentially the same. The 

Judge llad 110 difficulty in seizing the common facts, and llence 

tile adnlinistration of justice was rather an agrecable occupa- 

tion than an onerous responsibility. In tllcir dealings among 

themselves, the same purity of manners prevails. They sel- 

dom resort to n-ritten agreements, and the word of R party is 

accepted with as little llesitation as his bond. To this quality 

of rcracitj-, I may also add the trait of honesty ancl fidelity to 

their employers. For while theft is not uncommun in tlle Hills, 

it is confincd to the lowest classes, and conducted on tlle lllost 

trifling arid insignificant scale. Tlie iiclclity of the hill people is 

well understcod tllroughout the Punjab, and all the cllicf Sirdars, 

such as Lcna Sing, Declln Xath, Tcj Sing, and othcrs, have 

s h e ~ ~ m  their appreciation of this quality, by employing hill lncn 

in tlic lnost responsible situations about their pcrsona. Em- 

2 ni 



ploycd in scrvicc, they are attentive and thrifty ; thcy rcsist all 

tcnlptation ; seldonl, if ever, give way to debauchery, and return 

to their homes with the well-earned profits of honest servitude. 

Like all Highlanders, they are exceedingly attached to their 

native hills. Pew consent to undertake service in the plains, and 

out of these few scarcely one in ten possesses sufficient vigor of 

body or mind, to withstand the changes of climate and the arclent 

aspirations after home. As soldiers, they are not remarkable for 

daring or impetuous bravery, but they are valuable for quiet un- 

flinching courage, a patient endurance of fatigue, and for orderly 

and well-conducted habits in cantonments. As a race, they are 

prone to litigation, and resort to the Courts on the most trivialocca- 

sions. They are lively and good tempered, fond of fairs, and pub- 

lic assemblies, and with more pretension to musical taste than is 

usual in India. Their songs have a simple cadence, pleasing 

even to a cultivated ear. Their simplicity inclines them to be 

credulous, and they easily become the dupes of any designing 

fellow who wishes to impose upon them. This facility of dis- 

position has frequently been taken advantage of by swindlers 

and sharpers who under the personation of Government officials, 

have robbed houses, and carried out their schemes of aggran- 

disement. A few artful words are sufficient to raise a village 

against their legitimate officers, Lastly, the hill people arc 

very superstitious. They firmly bclicve in witchcraft, and one 

of their inost constant reproaches against our rule is, that there 

is no punishment for witches. Every inciclcnt at  all out of the 

ordinary course, such as the death of 'n youllg man, or the ccssn- 

t iu i l  of milk ill a buffalo, is ascribed at ollce to sul)ernatdral 



causcs. They will not set out on the nlost common expedition 

nor undertake any duty without first consulting n. Bramin, 

They have their lucfy anti unlucky months and d a ~ s .  Marriages 

are inderdicted in Poh, Cheit, BliAdoon, and Asouj, or four 

months in the year. Saturdays and Wednesdays are propitious 

days for going towards the South. Thursday for the North, 

Sundays ancl Tuesdays to the East, and so on. No man would 

willingly infringe these rules if he could possibly avoid it. Thus 

again the fourth and eighth days of the moon are full of disaster, 

and no one would begin an  enterpiize on those dates. The I-Iill 

people are strict in  their religious observances. The priestly 

class have a deeper influence here than in other parts of India. 

Besides the larger temples, there are numerous local divinities, 

and almost every house possesses its Penates in the sliape of a 

" Sidh" or '' NAg," to repel witches and propitiate fortune. Al- 

together, I have received a most favorable imprcssion of the cha- 

racter of the Hill people. To sum up  their good qualities they 

are honest, truthful, industrious, frugal, gentle, and good- 

humoured ; faithful to their employers, and submissive to autho- 

rity. Against these virtues, there is little or nothing to set off. 

They arc superstitious, easily misled, distrustful of strangers, and 

litigious. 

295.-By the orders of the Governor General, I was entrust- 

Revision of Set- ed wit11 the revi~ion of the Settlement in my 
tlcmcnt. Itegulation 
IY. 1833. 

own district, and in the year 1818, I broke 

ground by laying down the boundaries. 

"6.-Village limits llad never before been definitely fixed. 
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But the measure was at once unclerstood and 
l3onndol . i~~.  

carried out by the people. The Hill sides, 

clotlled with forest and unclcrwood, where the cattle of the 

vicinity had grazed for a thousand years without thought of 

jurisdiction, were now allotted by the contignous villages with 

the greatest unanimit,y. The only places wherc disputes arose 

mere on the borders of ancient Principalities, such as between 

Goleir and Kangra, and the surrounding states of Riundce, Kuh- 

loor and Chumba 

297.-These disputes were of ancient standing and of 

some Political importance. The battlc fields in 
Disputes with inde- 

pendant states. olden days, betwcen nciglhour Chiefs. Tllcy 

h d  becn transmitted as l~cirlooms from father to son, and 

mere cherished with a tenacity and spirit recalling the times of 

border waifare. These feuds were not to be decided by tlle cle- 

pntion of an Ameen, nor T V O I I ~ C ~  the l~cople, in snch instances, ac- 

celkt any a(ljustmcnt, unless from thc Settlemelit Ofliccr in per- 

son. I nccortlingly visited all these contestccl boundarics, and 

by a system of co~~~promises, that is, by dividing t,he disputed 

tract into such portions as 'I decmcd equitable, among the a(ljoi11- 

ing villczges, I always sec,ured CO-oyeration and obedience. To 

make the demarcation pernl:~nent, I set up rnaso1il.y pillars. 

Among the quarrels thus adjtjnstd, were tlle bo~i~ldary between 

Talooqua Bldecnr, of tlre old principality of ILngra, and Taloo- 

clua kfangurlr of I-Iureepoor or Goleir. I also defined the lin~its 

of Talooqua Bhooghhul, both on the Northern arlcl Sontllcrn as- 

pects, ~vitli the independent state of Mundee, alld c;w.l.ied tlle linc 

of demarcation from the river P.er:ls up tlle Ualcor Torrcnt and 



across the Moree Hills, to the Seel torrent, a tributary of the 

Sutlej. The whole extent of this boundary was, Inore or less, 

disputed with Mundee, and at the east of the kill, wkich is the 

water-shed line between the two rivers ; the dispute was most 

virulent. At this spot, wliere there is a temple called thc 

Awa Devee," 1 set up masonry pillars to prevent future colli- 

sion. Along the Seel torrent, there were islands u~lcultivated, 

which were maintained as the joint property of the two States, 

tlic channel being taken as a sufficiently close definition, and 

pillars were placed, alternately, on either side of the torrent bed, 

in order to shew this demarcation. The only other border quarrel 

deserving notice, was between kCuhloor and Kangra. The line 

eventually assumed takes rather an arbitrary course over hill and 

dale, but masonry pillars have here also been erected, and there is 

no fear that the dispute will ever be revived. The frontier with 

Chumba was very easily settled. I t  usually takes the water-shed 

line of hills, and other natural features, which can never be mis 

taken. 

298.-In three pergunas, Iiangrn, Xoorpoor, and G~le i r ,  

the Country is distributed into Iklouzas or town- 
Village Boundnrier 

ships, as in other p a t s  of uppcr India. B u t  in 

the perguna of Kadown, the fiscal Jivisioils are Tupas or 

circuits, each containing a liurnber of petty hamlets. The boun- 

daries were arranged according to the limits of the townships, 

wherever this form of fiscal distribution occurred ; and in Kadown, 

I set up pillars on thc borders of every Tupa, as the hamlets 

were on the average so small, tllat an official demarcation of their 

botlndarics was scarcely squired. To p]-oride, however, against 

3 N 
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future disputes, I dirccted the Zemindars of every Tupa to 

define their own eub-divisions, and to erect small pillars of about 

the third of tllg size of the Tupa land-marks. Thua, every 

hamlet, however insignificant, perhaps paying only five Rupee S 

a year to Government, has its specific and recopizcd limits. 

399,-FFThen the boundarics \\;ere all arranged in three 

Pcrgunas accord in^ to hlouzas, and in Na- 
Hudbuat, or outline 

maps. 
down, according to Tupa divisions, I em- 

ployed Hindoostanee Ameens, to prepare the usual Hudbust or 

outline maps, shewing tlie dimensions and contow of every 

?illage area. There were altogether 662 Mouzas or Tupas, 

for which separate maps were required in the following detail :-- 

Perguna . ICangra,. . . . . . . , . 204 Villages, (Mouzas.) 

19 m 3ado\vn, . . . . . 83 Ditto, (Tupas.) 

17 Hdreepoor, .. 66 do. (Mouzas.) 

Villages transferred to 
t n  do. (Mouzas.) 

Total, . . . . . . . . . 662 

300.-The total cost of all these maps, and tlie records they 

involved, shewing the origin, details, and man- 
Cwt of construc- 

tion, ner of adjustment in every boundary dispute, 

amounted to the sum of 5,863 Rs. The average expense of each 

map, thus fell at the rate of (5- 1 3) eight rupees thirteen anas ; 

and considering the large area comprised in each circuit, being 

upwards offour square miles over difficult ground, I think the 
. . 

c)utlny . . .  wi ts  moderate. 



301.-The field measurements were at first conducted by 

the same agency. But I made such slow pro- 
I%ld incas U r c- 

ments. gress, owing to the scarcity of qualified Ameens, 

and the rugged character of the country, that I was obliged to 

adopt a simpler system for the un-irrigated and less valuable 

track, reserving my band of Ameens for the open and irrigated 

portions of the district. 

302.-Vius the whole of the ricli valley of Iiailgrn proper, 

from Rihloo to the frontiers of JIundee, the ir- 
Bteasurements Ity 

Arnwns in ealua- 
M C  tract$. rigated village8 in perguna Hureepoor, the 

talooquas of Indoura and Iiheirum, lying in the v d e  J of the Beects, 

and the open espanse a t  the foot of the hills, lately transferred to 

the district of Goordaspoor, were measured and mapped, carefully, 

by Hindoostanee Ameens, according to the form and practice ob- 

served in the North Western Provinces. Out of GC:! estates, the 

following proportion was S!-stematically measured by chain :- 

........... Kangra, 159 villages. 

Jlureepoor ,........ 3 do. 

Xoorpoor ,......... 30 do. 

l'illages transferred 

Total, ......... 2'67 

- 303.-In the other parts of the district, where the charac- 

ter of the country precluded the idea of a field 
N e w  system o f 

measurement, ap- map, and the land was com.paratirely poor and 
tricts. 

un-irrigated, I emplopeda system of measursmr~,t 



of which I hare furnished ample details to the Board,and a brief 

abstract will therefore suffice for the purposes of this report. 

304.-!vleasurements, I found, were not entirely new to the 

~ ~ e o l ~ l e .  They possessed a local standard of their own, with the 

details of which they were perfectly familiar and able themselves 

to execute. I therefore determined to adopt thc local system, and 

to en~plop the agency of the people to carry it out. 

305.-The beega of the Provinces and its multiples were 

here entirely unknown. The prevailing land 
Local land men- 

sure. measure in the Punjab is called a 'L Ghoomao," 

containing about 3,600 square yards. The lower denominations 

are also peculiar to the country. Thus, instead of biswas and 

hiswansees, the following are the constituted parts of a "Ghoom- 
1 7  ao: - 

I Knn, equal to.. ... ... ... 49 yards. 

1 Square ICan or Mundln, = 334 yards. 

20 hiundlas or one Ktrnal, = 450 yards. 

8 Kunals or one Glroomao, = 3,600 yards. 

306.-A Ghoomao, with reference to the land measurement 

of the North Wester11 Pro~inces of India, is equal to one Shah- 

jehnnee beega, three biswas and eighteen biswnnsecs, ancl there 

is one ghoomao, three kunals, and l$ mundla in the British sta- 

tute acre of 4,840 yards. 

307.-The first thing necessary, was to constitute an effi- 

cient agency. I began by apportioning the dis- 
X p p o i ~ ~ t m e ~ l t  and 

orgsnizatlo1l of Put- trict into convenient rings or circuits. Each 
warees. 

circuit included a number of  illa ages contigu- 

eus4dveach other, belongiag always to the same talooqua, and 
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$&ling a yearly rerenue of 3,000 to 5,000 Rs. Orer oecb circuit 

I appointed an intelligent Putwaree or Accountant. I took care 

tbtlt hc was o resident of tlie n e i g l ~ ~ u r h o o d ,  not obnosious to 

the people, though I did not make his appointment dependent 

entirely upon their selection. He was required to be thoroughly 

versed in accounts and the written language of the hills. It 

was not essential that he should linow either Hindee or Persian. 

Besides the P u t ~ a r e e ,  there were tlie village head-men or  

Lumberdars ; they were the office bearers of the community, and 

generally Ieading and influential persons. 

30s.-After takingthese prelirninarymeasures, I issuedorders 

to the Tehseeldars, to  asseioble these village functionaries, and to 

inform them, that as an assessmellt for twenty years was about to 

take plwee, I ~equired a return of all the cultivated and cultn- 

rable land in their respective ~illagcs.  I esolucled the Hills and 

Forests, and limited tlie measurement to such area only as n-as 

fairly chargeable with Ro~enue. 

309.-To cach circuit wcrc allotted two men, expert at 10- 

cal mcasurcmentu, and each man was provi(2ecl 
hIo(lc of measare- 

meut. 
wit11 R rod or ban1b00, of fifty-two " cllap- 

pas" or fists ill lcngtli, equi\-illcl~t to 49 yards, or one I.ian, the 

I.o\vcst denorninzltioll in a Ghooiuno. Thcse lncn mere desig- 

nated ' L  K~llballs'' 01 \\.ielders of the Ran (from the Punjabee 

verb ' L  bahnn ;"l they were nsu:slly selected from other Pergli~~as, 

to be free from local prejudices, and they mere relnllllernted at 

the rate of six anns for every hundred Ghoomnos of cul tiva- 

ted land. 
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stands 11pon the edge of the field, and grasping the binnboo i n  

botll llands, swings it forwnrd like an angler does his rod, bring-. 

iug the top to deseelld lrpon tlie groluul wlxere it leaves- a sliglit 

mark. The measul-cr then walks. rapidly u p  to this spot, an& 

rel~ents the process t,ill the entire length of tllc field is ~neasurcd 

out. There is no halting or cielny. Tlie measurer I\-allx at a 

steady nril luliiitcrruptecl pace, a i d  tlie bamboo is seer1 to de- 

seend regularly before him, 1~1 :k ing  out tile path that he is tot 

follow. 

311.-A kan broad, and a 'lian long, is technically called IL 

M,l.uncl.la," and twenty Mundlas make one ' L  kunal," and eight 

' L  linnals" are equivalent to one " Ghoomao." 

312.-Tl1e Putwarec tock a ~*ccord of tlieae measnreinents: 

upon rnclc slips of paller ; I did not at  first pre- 
Field Registers. 

scl-ibe tlie usual fowl of register or khusra." 

Dut after the asscssnlent, seeing the ncccssity for preparing a, 

correct and intelligible record, I oidercd a 1;1111sra, in tlie r e g u ~  

lar form, to be clralvn up for every village ; and accordingly, all 

these registel:~ havc sirice been prepared, and placed, for refer- 

ence, in. the Office; I omitted the Shujca, or Field map, alto- 

gether. In. fact, the r u ~ e d  and lnountainous character of the. 

tracts thus roughly measured, did not admit of its preparation.. 

313.-The checks against fraud and ilnposition were many 

and cfficient. One great objection to the in- 
hfodc of Scrutiny. 

troduction of the Hindoostanee bcegn is, that 

its dimensions and multiples are cntircly unknown to tlle people. 

The Govcrl~mel~t arc thus deprived of one of tlre grcatest safe- 

gu:uds angai~lat error, aiid that is the vigilance and jcalol~sy of 
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the village eommlmity. With the b e e p  measurement, the pea- 

p]e are quite at  the nrercy of the Amcen, and become bewilder- 

ed wit11 tllc tecllnical plirases ostentatiously ancl designedly pa- 

~xded. Tlle Leep, and its multiples of Bisma" and Bis- 

~va~isee," are an urihno\~n jargon to them ; and though tliey 

mechanically nttcnd tlie movements of tlie surveyor, they are 

qiiite in tlie clark as to the results he is recording. 

314. - NOIV in adol~ting R sj-stcm of measurement, which is 

one of the 11eredital.y institutions of the people, 

me provide a ~nos t  efficient check upon the pro- 

ceedings of thc snrvey. Every vi,llager is convei-ted into a watch- 

man. Tlie mcasurcrs and Putmal-ee are followed by a hundred 

eyes; and cvery asalnee not only looks to tlie careful measure- 

ment of 11is own fields, but he also attends to see that his 

ncigllbours are not unduly fa\-ored ; and that the same measure 

mllicli lias bccn dealt to liiln ~ 1 ~ ~ 1 1  Le meted out to others also, 

Xvcn if lie Lc not aLlc to work out the calc~ilation with the same 

rapitlity as tlie Putwarce, 11c will not fail to reinelnber the 

'L Iians" of \vi~ltl~ and brcailtll ; and 11c can submit the account 

to any learned friend in tlic village to Le converted into liunals, 

3 15.-Thc P~ztn-arec and the ICanLahs tlius ~vork under 

thc survcillancc of men, t l ~ c  majority of whom 
Jealousy of the 

pcuple t l ~ c ~ ~ ~ s c l v c s .  
axe quite as familiar with details, and quite as 

compctcnt to measure, as themselves. I t  is almost impossible, 

under such control, to concenl any lands, or to show partiality 

or bins for or 'against any individual asamee. The only 

way in which tlie jealollsy of the village could be set 

d e e p ,  wodd be by supposing a general cowbination of the 
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eolnmuility to under-rate their rcsyeetive holdings liy an 

uniform sy.utem of deduction. But such a colnbinntion is ex- 

~ e m e l y  difficult to organize and set in practice ; and Inore espc- 

cially among simple bodies, such as agricultural commuaities in 

the kills. 

316.-But even supposing that such a combination was 
' formed, and false returns sent in, t l~erc  are 

Other Checks. 
other checks at  the disposal of the Settlement 

Officer, which are almost certain to expose the deccit. 

317.-When the measurements are completed, the Putwaree 

reports the accornplisl~ment to the Teseeldar 
Teseeldar's ncruti- 

I 1  y. 
of the division, and when the whole Pergunn 

has been measured, the Teseeldar visits each village with a se- 

parate staff of Kanbahs" and '' Knns" of his own. He takes 

the Putwaree's registry, and at his discretion, measures some fif- 

teen or twenty fields, in different portions of the village area. 

818.-The results of his examination are given in a flp-leaf, 

which he aends direct to me, and if the diff'erence of his measure- 

mont from that of the Putwaree, does not exceed five per cent. 

t,Lc results are accepted and approved. 

3 1 %-And wherever any extraordinary discrepancy, exceed- 

ing five per cent. of the total area, is discovered, which however 

very rarely occurs, tlie people are directed to re-measure their 

landa, more carefully, and to submit fresh returns, as the previous 

measurement has been dis-approved. 

320,-Besides the scrutiny of the Teseeldar, I made a 

point, when encamped in the neighbourhood, to 
Permonal Scrutiny. 

employ my mornings and afternoons in person- 
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ally testing the accur'wy of the village measurements. On tile 

line of march, I always kept one or two qualified measure~+s, and 

the requisite bamboos or " kans" in attendance. At the bounda- 

ries of each village, I was usually met by the Putnaree and village 

Lurnberdars, and wherever I tl~ought fit I broke off from the 

road and attested the measurement of a few fields. 

321.-With all these precautions, it will be difficult, if not 

impossible, for fraud to escape detection. I have been fortunate 

in the people with ml~om I hare had to deal, and I have found 

these checks quite sufficient to ensure correct and honest re- 

f i n s .  h the Juswan Doon, where the lands are as open nearly 

as the plaii~s, arrd the profits of the estate in the hands of a few 

proprietors, a ~ i d  consequently where therc are infinitely greater 

temptations and facilities to fraud, I did not as yet discorer, af- 

ter the most carefiil clnd rigid scrutiny, any grounds for snspect- 

ing the accuracy of the details rendered to me. 

322.-For further details, regarding this sjrstein of measure- 

ment, I must refer thc reader to No. I of the Selections from 

public correspondence for the Punjab." 

333.-The entire cost of these measurements, cornprizing 

the preparation of Rlnps, Field Registers, and 
Coat of hlcns~ire- 

ment. 
Genelsal Abstracts of each man's Iiolding tl~rough- 

out the district, amounted to 6,833 Rupees. Of this sum, 4,971 

Rupees were disbursed to hired Ameens, for the measurement of 

the irrigated and more ~aluable  lands. The charge for the rough 

measurements, conducted through the agency of village Officials, 

was only 359 Rupees. Not that more espense was not incurred, 

but in tlic majority of cases, the retnuneration was ncver applied 

2 1' 
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for. There was a fi~rtller outlay of 1,503 Rupees for exa~ninir l~ 

and attesting the details. Altogether these scverd expenses 

amount .to the aggregate suin of 6,853 Rupees. 

324.-When thc measurements were completed and verified, 

I proceeded to fix the assessment, and by way 
,Sikh oystem of Re- 

venue. of preface to this portion of my subject, I will 

sketch, briefly, the fiscal systcm of our predecessors, as follo\ye(l 

in the Hills, and descl-ibc tlle summary settlement effected at the 

cession. 

325.-Sirdar Lena Sing, Mujertlleca, was the Sikh Gover- 

nor or Nazi~n in chargc of the Hill territory, 
The Nazim or Go- 

vernor. 
con~prized bet~vecn thc rivers Ravce and Sut- 

1 His father, Desa Sing, hcld thc sarnc officc bcforc him. 

The Nazim did not reside, permanently, within the limits of his 

jurisdiction. He appointed his own agents to every yrincii)al 

town or seat of a Pcrguaa, and lcft the details of mnnagcment 

in their hands. Once a year 11c rnadc n periodical tour, took his 

accounts, hear(\. and redressed complaints, and then returned to 

his native residence at Rluijeethcr near Umritsur. Unclcr tllc 

Maziln were two subordinate Sirdars, not Officers of the State, 

but ap1)arcntly personal followers of Lena Sing. JVl~en he 

himself was riot able to visit the hills, one of these Lieutenants 

was deputed in his place, and acted on his behalf. 

396.-The Naziln was not only entrusted wi:th the el~tirc 

receipts from this hcrritory, but he was likewise 
I I i n  duties. 

responsible for J1 disbursements. The fiscal, 

Military, ancl i\.liscellaneous charges were all pair1 by his authori- 

ty, out of thc gross income. 'I'herc ivas no stated timc for 



rcndcring these accounts to the state. Some times two and three 

years would be allowed to elapse, before he was called upon to 

give an explanation of his stewardship. But he was obliged to 

be always prepared, and to give up his papers andto pay tlie ba- 

lance, whenever the Government might demand an adjustment. 

327.--Sirdar Lena Sing enjoys a gm(1 reputation in the 

I-ills. He was a mild and lenient Goyernor. 
Sirtlnr Lena Sing. 

His periodical visit.s were not made the pretence 

for oppressing and plundering the people. He maintained a 

Ricndly and generous ilitercoursc with the deposed Hill chiefs, 

and contributcd by his conciliatory manners, to alleviate their 

fallen position. At the same time he is held in favorable recol- 

lectioll by the peasantry. His assessments were moderate for a 

native' system, ancl although he did not possess that force of' 

c1:aracter to keep his agents under proper control, yet he ncrer 

oppressed, himsclf, nor willingly countenanced oppression in 

others. 

338.-Over every Pergnna v r  ancient division of the 

country, was appointed a " Karddl.," n.110, as 
Kardars. 

I llave statecl before, derived lliv ap l~o i~~ tmen t  

from the Nnzim. Tbcsc Oflicers were not remuncratccl by any 

fixed sc:tlc of salary. Sonletilllcs they undertook the fnlmnl of 

their scvcral jurisdictions, paranteeing to pay a certain annual 

rc\-cnue to thc KAzim, allit taking their cllancc of rcn~unelation 

in the profits and ol)portunitics f;r estortion, mhicll tl~cir position 

conferred upon thein. In such a cnsc, the 1iarcl;ir helcl lliirtself 

r c s ~ ) o ~ ~ s i l l c  for all the collections and disbursements. ITe .rlrns 

Lou~irl to rcnlize all the rcvcnuc, to  cliachnrgc tllc cost of all 
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eetablisli~ncl~ts, and to pay the snrplus balancc at tllc cud of the 

yenr, into tllc Govwnor's Treasury. I t  is obvious that such a 

rvns highly cletiirnental to tllc interests of the l~eoplc. 

'l'hey were literally made over, for a given period, to his mcrcy, 

tlic rapacity of the I<ardir ;rm limited only by his diacrc- 

tion. This system, however, was not gcncrnlly followed. I t  

l)revailed, chiefly, in yerguna Hnrccpoor, wlierc tllc vigorous, 

not to say contumacious, ckaractcr of tllc pcoplc servecl as a re. 

straint upon tlie license of the KardAr. 

329.-In most cases, the K a r d h  rcccivecl n p c r s o ~ ~ l  salary 

of TOO Rupees or 1,000 l2upccs a-year, froin tlle 
IIow remrulcmt- 

CCI. State. He was allo~vcd also a sl~lall estallisli- 

mcnt,, who w e e  paid,, in the same way, from tlie public funds, 

To each Rardbr, there rvas usually nttnchcd a Writcr or Assistaut, 

a d  twenty or thirty sepoys. Of coursc, the mere pay was not tlic 

only indncemcnt to accept office. Uncles ercry native Govern- 

mcnt tliere are certain rccognizcci perclnisites, de rircd entircly 

from the resources of the pcoplc, wliich are a t  l e ~ r t  e q ~ ~ a l c n t .  

t o thc fiscd eudmnents, a d  under so lax s systcm, tlic official 

was modemte irubed, who did not overstep thew reasonnblc limits. 

330.-The Kard;ir vas  not gcneruilly a long incumbent. 

Precrrious tenure of Instances have occurrcrl, such, for csnml)lc, as 
Oflice. 

Boogoo S h b ,  at ICangm, rvhcrc thc Kardiir hag 

lie111 liia position for fifteen or tmcuty yeas ,  but hc. was a pcr- 

ru~ial favoritc rvitli Lcna Sing, and owed llis l)rmtraetrd t c ~ ~ l l r r  

to his Chief S sopport. Taking tlic class generally, a Knrddr 

seldom stayed more tllall three vaars. He obtained 11i.g office 

lxobably, by t l ~ c  payment uf' a large propitiatolv bribe, and t l~o  
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same agency by whicl~ he had succechd in ouatinghh prda- 

cessor, was open to others to be directed ngatrst himself. Oc- 

casionally, thc people would repair, in fonnidablc bodies, to La- 

hore, and obtain tlrc removal of an obnoxious K.arder. 80 that, 

pr t ly  from thc vcnality of the Government, and partly froin tlie 

effect of t l~cir own viccs, they seldom held their O%cc long. 

331.-Tl~e Kardar was a'judicial, as well as a fiscal Officer. 

H e  was responsible for the peacc and security 
Dutiem of Karder. 

of his jurisdiction, 3s well as for tlie i.calization 

of the revenue. But of course his fiscal (duties mere the most 

important. Corrupt judgments, or  an inciiicient Police, werc 

evils which might be overlooked, cvcn snpl~osing they cscitcd 

attention ; but a Icardai, in balance, was an offender almost h- 

yoncl the hope of pardon. His clricf business, tbercforc, was to 

collect Revenue, and liis daily r o u t i ~ ~ c  of duty was to ~,rovitle 

for the proper cultivation of the land, to encourage the flagging 

husbandman, and to  replace, if possible, the deserter. His cner- 

gies were entirely directed towards extending the agricultural 

resources of the clistrict, ancl tlle problem of llis life was to innin- 

rain cultivation a t  the highest possible level, anti at t11c same 

time to kcep the cultivator at  the lowest point of depression. 

332.-In the rich anit highly irrigated vs l ley~ of this dis- 

of trict, the Government d~ies had, from time im- 
in irrigated Tmcts- 
Grain Pay menta. 

metnoiial, been I'evied in kind. Tlre produce 

was certain and regular, illdependeilt of the caprices of' the sea- 

sons, and conseque~ltly tlie public officials llnd seen the aclraii- 

tnge of maintaining the yrimitive custom of dividing the crop 

with the c1iltivrato1-, instencl of coi~ipounding for s ilioney rent. 

S (1 
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l11 tlw l<nngi-a vnlley, tlic proportion of gmin receivecl by the 

Stntc, 1i:~d been found, tlirougli a series of years, to vary so little, 

tliat a fiscd measure of produce, both for the Autumn and 

Spring harvcst was illlposcd upon every ficltl, and gradually be. 

came a pcrmancnt assessment. This practice had been ill 

vognc for ages bcforc tlie Sikh conrluost. I t  was, probably, de- 

vised by one of the osrlier Hindoo Princes, who, for nearly two 

tllolrsand years, ruled over tllcse Hills. Its antiquity is so re- 

lnotc that the people arc ignorant of thc author. I t  will sn6ce 

to state that for every field in this beautifill vallcy, tliere is a 

fiscll propel-tion of pl-odncc payable to Government, and so care- 

Tully and equitably has thi:, valuation beon made, and so an- 

c~icnt are tllc landmarks that constitute each %eld, tliat this cla- 

bornte nsscsamcnt Ins lnstccl without n single instance, of failure 

unto the present day. Altllougll on t l ~ c  cession of these Hills, 

in 1846, Mr. Jollrl Lamrcnce, tlic Commissiouer, substituted mo- 

ney rates for tlie long-cetabli~hed usage of grain payments, yet 

his cnlculatio~is werc bascd up011 tllc aggregate corn rcceipts 

from each village, according to the average priccs of tlie pre- 

ceding five years, ancl in the distribution of tlle village juma, 

tlle liability of every cultivator was regulated eutirely by his 

previous payments in grain, converted into lnoiley by market 

m t e ~ .  

333.-The Siklls found this system in force on their con- 

quest of tlle Col~ntry, and they did not subvert 
S y s t e m  of the  

Rnjas rnr~nta~ned by 
Sikhs. it. In cvcr\- ~ i l l a g c  of tllc valley, tllcre was a 

'' I<otllcc~" or gl-nn:Lry, ~ ~ l i c l - c l  thc prnilucc W;\..: carried and stored, 

and as illc cllirf stal~ls of tlic vnllcy is n tin? dcsc~1-iption of ricc . 
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which is grown in no other locality of the Punjab, .Peshamur 

the Gore~nment Lad no difficulty in disposing of their 

grain. Regularly every year, the merchants ~vould come up 

from the plains below, and carry off the rice to the great mar- 

kets and cities of the Pn~ljab ; and so profitable was the trade, 

that the Kardars themselves not unfrequently speculated on 

their own account, and esported the rice of the valley, bringing 

back, on their return, the rock salt of the Pind Dadun Mines. 

334.-Besides the Kanpa valley tliere were other alluvial 

tracts where the system of kind rent also pre- 
rl.cvnl e n c c o f 

farms in Noorpoor trailed. But the permanent assessment, bolno 
oud Goleir. 

ljy each field, which forms so peculiar a feature 

in the Icangra Pergunn, did not exist elsewhere. The valley 

of Bureepoor, which also possesses the ineans of abundant ir- 

rigation, was usually leasecl out to fanners, who took their rents 

by division ofthe crops, paying a fise(1 amual sum, in money, to 

the Government Kardar. In other Talooquas, such as Indoura, 

and Klleil.un, the resident Chowdrees had sufficient influenqe 

to  securc the Icase in their own nallles, and they also le?+ed their 

dues in kind, paying a inoncy assessment to the State. 

335.-Such was thc l~rncticc on all irrigated lands, wher- 

ever the producc was unval3ing and regular. 
Systcm of Rcvc- 

nuc in unirrigatcd In  the upland districts, however, destitute of 
1;urtls. M u ~ ~ c y  rates. 

artificial aid, and dependent for their crops 

upon the rains of heaven, the assessment was always in money. 

The Kardar was too ~-\-cll amare of tllc vicissitndes of the seasons, 

to plncc liis fait11 on tllc actual rcsults of cultivation. EVCYY 



m caflcd the Aicq"  and, under ordinary circumstances, was 

maintained, unaltered, far many years, mtil indeed the reclama- 

tion of new bmd, or the deterioration of the the1a.p resources, 

bad made the burden n n e p l .  

336.-The U Aiecn" was ascertained by a somewhat elabo- 

rate proceas. The Kardar, shortly after the 
The " A i e e n" 

June. qonquest of the country, selected a favoralle 

yew, and accompanied by L' Ilanndas'l or appsabers, visited every 

village, and compnted the vdue of the crop. Half the eeti- 

m ~ t e d  produce was released to the cultivator, ancl the other half 

was assumed as the right of thc Government. This moiety was 

converted into money at the prevailing rated, ancl tlie aggregate 

sum resulting from the process, constituted the village assess- 

ment L C  Aieen," which llenceforwaxd, under all circumstances, was 

considered as tbc measure of thc Government lien upon the 

estate. 

337.-In esccss of tlle Revenue, the Icardar levied an 

Miscella n e o o s 
ana in thc Rupee, or six and a quarter per cent, 

collections. 
as " Kkurcll" or contingeaciew. This wgs not 

repaid to the village officials, but appropriated pmtly to his own 

expenam, and partly carried to Government credit. The repre- 

6en.fatim of the village had to seck his remuneration from other 

sources. Sometimes he engaged for the farm of 11is village, ancl 

obtained in this wise a precarious pro6 t, or else he was authoriz- 

cd to levy a certain percentage on tlle Government revenuc. 

338.-The collections under the Sikh sqrstem, were always 

Season of collec- in advance of tlie Ilarvcst. Tllc Spring dcmancl 
tluns. 

comlaencecl i 4  L' Nowrhtr.ee," wLicIi usually 
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about the end of Jlarch. The Autumn revenue was realiz- 

ed in September, and frequently remitted to the Kbim by the 

Dlwera festival, or end of October. The money was advmc- 

ed on the security of the coming crop, by capitalists, who could 

dictate their own terms : and thus the people mere depl-ived of 

the legitimate fruits of their own industry. 

333.-Renlissions were occasionally given under the au- 

thorit'y of Lelina Sing. During the later days 
Remissions. 

of the Silih Sovercignty, these remissions fre- 

quently recurred, and merc absolute surrender of the revenue, 

and not suspensions to be subsequently realized. 

340.-Such was the outline of the Sikh system of revenue 

General Summa- 
as followed in the hills. As a general rule, the 

ry of Sikh syateln. 
dcnland was based upon half of the gross pro- 

duce, and this proportion was frequently exceeded by tlie im- 

positioll of other cesses. The burdens of the people were as hea- 

vy as they aould bear. The utmost limits of toleration had been 

attained. A native Collector is too discreet to ruin his tenants. 

He knows that indiscriminate severity is sure to cntail eventual 

loss. At the snmc time he will proceed to any length, short of 

actual destruction. He will take all that he can, without endan- 

gering the sectujty of the future. His policy is to leave nothing 

but a bare subsistence to tlie cultivator of the soil, and with this 

principle as his rulc of practice, all llis assessments are moulded. 

By gradual experience, the capabilities of every village were 

aacertaincd, and the dcnland became stationary at tlie highest 

suln that could bc paid mitllout positive deterioration. The 

Silih nsscssmcllt was gcncrally equal. The exceptions were 
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those in nrllich personal interest had connterbnlanced the Kar- 

dar's cupidity, and in tbc Hills, which wore inhabited by a fo- 

reign raw, posseesing no sympnthy with the Sikhs, such in. 

stances of exemption wexe rare. The burden, as a rule, was 

b~lme by all alike, heavy indeed, acaording to just ancl liberal 

principles, but still im,partially distributed. 

341.-On the Cession of these Hills, in March, 1846, A. D. 

a Summary Settlement for t h e e  years was ef- 
1st British Settle- 

ment. 
fected by Mr. John Lawrence, tllc Commission- 

er of the Julunder Doab. Sirdar Lehna Singb, the Nbim of 

the Territory, alarmed at the eomlnotions which mere agitating 

his ~ountiy, had retreated, before the Campaign, to Benhres. 

His Ixl. other Runjodh Singli, the Commander at A leewill, govern- 

ed in his place, and delivered his. fiscal papers, sheming the 

detail of villagea and tbe annual assessment, fixed upon each to 

tlie Collllnissioner. 

3 4 2 , 4 1 1  this Rent Roll, revised and checked by local in- 

Dnh for l& British 
formation, the S w m a ~ y  Settlement was corn- 

Settlement. 
pleted. 

By whom eomplet- 
asd I(ooloo, were settled by. the Commissima 

ed. 
in persoa Yhe fifih, Noorpool; wasmade over 

to Lieutenant Lake, Assistant Commissioner in charge of the 

district. The whole of the details occupied less than a month, 

and during this period some hundred macs of country were 

traversed, The district was distributed inh, compact fiscal jw- 

risdictious, qualikd Officers appointed to the charge, tlie revisad 

Rent Roll prepared, and all arrangements completed before tlic 

c01u~u.e~cernent of the official year, tllc first Dlay, 1846-47. 
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344.-As a general rule, the 8ommar-y Settlement 

aeseesed at a reduction of ten pcr cent. on & 
General Re~ultm. 

Sikh Revenue. 1 anomalous cessea, and 

Ohcial perquisites were swept away, and the demand coneolid.at- 

ed into a definite smn, for which engagements wmc taken from 

ihe village representatives for a, period d thrm yem. Tllc 

were s n m d y  relieved of a. number of Mbcellageows 

imposts which, d r  the former @ystem, enhanced their burdens, 

and subjected them to. constant molestation. On the other 

hand we &duced our own aystern, 4 char@ the coat to 

the village comuzlioiela. We appointed village W c e  bearm, 

for management. and m o u n t ,  ancl h e d  the mohments d the 

Lumberdar at h e  per- cent, and the wages) d the htwaree  & 

two and half per cent, on the G o v m m m t  juma. We estab- 

lished also a Rod Fund, and levied one per cent additional for 

this puTose, So that alhough w e  cleared amy the irregular 

and undefined. cesses of o w  predmesanrs, we mbdituted instead 

a series of ghmges which arnomtarl. nearly tio nine per cent. 

in excess. of the Gaverment dues, 

345.-h P e r p e  L n g q  the mnw ha& always been! 

DifBcultiem'in eedeb  hken. i n  Hind. Every field was assessed, and 
merit of Perguna 
Kangrs. 

h,d been assessed, for aenturieq at a fised; va- 

lue: in corn, The. people, lmcl never paid' in. money, and their 

helings, fi0m long prescription aaad usnge, were antirely in favor 

of pain paymentis They hail n e w  been mcustamed to d i e  

pose of theiz prodhe, ar to convert it into money, and pet our 

systerh escllewed. collections in kind, and required that the re- 

venue &ould. be liquidated i . ~  cash. In this, Pergt~w there- 
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forc, the sunmary settlelvcut was not only a rcrision of the as- 

sessment, but an elltire rcversal of ancient and time-honorccl 

custom. The graiu pnjnlcnh wcre co~n~nuted at easy rates in- 

to money, and the people, after a little persuasion, wcre brought 

to accede to the innovation. I may add that this measure, effect- 

ed by the Commissioner, was attended wit11 the most complcte 

success. Tlle settlement itself 11~~s the fairest and bcst in th,e 

district, ~ n d  the people are ,so well satisfied with the change 

that they mould gladly pay a higher revenue than revert to their 

old usage. Money assessnlent llss lcft tlhcm masters ~vitllin 

their own village areas. Tliey may cultivate whatever crol!s. 

tlley please. It llas taught them liabits of self-mansgcmcnt and 

cconomy, and has convcrtcd thcm, from ignorant serfs of the 

soil, into an intelligent and thrifty peasantry. They appreci- 

ate the diuci~tion with which they are now entrusted, and are 

~tilnulated by the praspeets which indrwtry holds out to them. 

nant Lake, and the demand was not reduced 
Settlement uf Per- 

gunn Noorpoor. 
in the same ratio as in the other Pe~ppnas. 

In assuming the exccutivc charge of the district hc soon bccaine 

aware of this fact, ancl to ligllten the burden, llc suspended the 

five per cent Rioquduinee allowance, wlaich, constituted else- 

where the Official fees of tllc village rcpresei1tati1-es. For two 

ycars this settlement was ~.calizecl not without complaints, but 

without arccars ; and at the.end of that time the second cam- 

paign commcnccd, insurrections arosc in the Hills, especially in 

Noorpoor, the harvests failed, and both fiscal and political rea- 

 sot^ colnbllled to rcduce thc settlement. Accordingly with tlre 
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xanctio~l of the Commi~ioner  colifirlned hy 8ir Frederick C ~ l ~ * r i ~ ,  

tlle Cllief Commissioiler a t  I~xborc, tlic junia of Noot-poor, wan 

lowered to the extent of 20,000 Rupcer;, and fiscd at tllc a g p -  

gate of 1,76,890 Rupccs, which it I~orc at tllc tiulc of tlie ~*evised 

settlement under Rep~lation IS  of 1833. 

and Nadown call for uo special r cua rk~ .  The 
Pcrgunaa Hurree- 
poor end Nndown. 

revenue was fairly, but rather lleavily lissestjed, 

as I shall cndeavor~r to shew mllcl~ I cxp1:~iu iny snlscclucnt re- 

dnctions. For a short period, and as tllc first scttlcmcnt, t l ~ e  

delnand was 1~lacec2 a t  a very judicious statidarcl. Too greitt 

remissions would have c~nbnrrasscd fi~turc l>roccedings, and it 

mac safe policy to keep tlic rcvcnuc rntllcr above tllari ljelow tlkc 

just proportion. For tllerc wcrc rlo data for cllnboratc. c:ili*111;1- 

tions, and the revised scttleii~cnt, wl~icll was inllllcdiatcly to i'u1- 

low, would acljust and moderatc all ineqnalitica. 

rince cntirely distinct fi.onl tlle rest of the dis- 
Perguna Rooloo. 

trict. Tlle pcople and products belonged nl- 

lnost to different species. This Country was tlie iliost recent 

col~cl~lcst of thc Silrlis. The iiiliaLitaiits were not yct reconcilccl 

to the rulc of their illvaders, and the vestiges of war and ra11iue 

wcrc still visible ill thc r~lilled l~olilcsteads, nncl rlcscrted fields, of 

tllc peasantry, wlien tlle usur1)crs were tl~emsclves cleposcil to 

make way for tllcir Britis11 conquerors. The upper part of the 

~rovince,  which ~~lls t i t l l tes  the vallcy of tlie ISeas near its 

soume, was settled by l I r  John La~vl-cllce, tbc Commissioner of 

the Julundkur Doab. Tkc lower portion, bordering on tlle Sut- 



lqj was scttlccl by tlic HonoraLlc J. Erskine. I t  was in this 

lmrt of t,lie l'crg~ma, that tlic po])ulation displayed the greatest 

opl)osition to Filili supremacy, and it was here accordingly that 

thc mar1;s of clcsolation were most recent and numerous. The 

juma was nlacle progrcssivc in order to suit tlie i i l~~~ovcr ishcd 

conclitioii of tllc Conntry, and the ~llasi~iiuin was 1*eaclied in 

thrcc years, tlie terin of the scttlcmcnt. 

343.-Tlic follolring detnil will E ~ C W  t l ~ e  dellland fisecl on 

Financial Reslllts of each Perglma a t  this suinma~-y Scttlenlent. 
t h e  Surnrnnry Set- 
tlement.  

For the salic of comparison, I linvc given the 

totals accorcling to t l ~ c  l~.cscnt distribution of I'erg~ula, and 

not as tlicy werc on the first occupation of tllc country. The 

results are thc sanle, ~vhi le  tkc facilities, for comparison, arc 

so nluch greater :- 

Rs. 

Jl isccllancolrs villages 1 i h. 
I ) Total l,76,890 

of Noolpoor tr;wsfc.n.ed ) 34,483 1 
I 

to Zila Goordaspoor, j 
I 

J 
Pcrgulla I<ooloo, 52,563 

--- 
Total, 7,2 j,ls l 

4~0.-A\lthoug1i an abatenicnt of tcn per cent;, 011 tlic S i k l ~  

Rcavons for consi- Eent Roll, was nllo~vcd a t  tlle summ:iry Fcttlc- 
heri I I ~  rllmnlnrp sct- 
thin t.nt l l i ~ 1 1  ill  un- inent, an cx1)crience of four years, as District 
irrkntud trnrts. 

Officer, assured rile, that this denland on tllc. 



uuirrigated tracts, was still too high. The expediency of firing 

a low assesslnent upon lands wanting tllc mcans of artificial hi- 

gation, is an axiom now so universally adillitted in our Revenue 

lwactice, that I necd not point out its obvious advantngcs. Crops 

dependant 011 the periodical 1*ains, arc so fluctuating and irre- 

gular, that a llloney asscssincnt, fiscd for a series of years, lnust 

needs be light to compensate for the vicissitudes of the seasons. 

It is truc that the surj~lus profits of the good years would 131.0- 

bably coinpensate for thc losses of the bad. But we cannot ex- 

pect such careful habits on the part of the community, nor calcu- 

late on so nice an a(ljustn1ent of assets. The abundance of n good 

harvest will be d d o m  reserved to meet prospective casualties, 

and thus the Government, by the system of long settlements, is  

practically debarred from sharing in thc prosperity of the peo- 

~ l e ,  and is obliged to mnke allowances for seasons of distress. 

351 .-The Sikh revenue was calculated on a moiety of the 

gross produce, and a reduction of ten per cent. upon the Govern- 

ment demand, would still leave the respective shares in the rela- 

tire proportion of forty-live to fifty-fire. I am fully aware that 

this was not the only benefit which the summary Settlement in- 

troduced. I do not forget that the people hare obtained an  

entire immunity from many vexatious imposts. The weight of 

taxation has been further lightened by extended cultivation, by 

the distribution of the Government revenue over a wider area, 

by freedom from official extortion, and by the introduction and 

culture of better articles of produce. 

352.-All t h e ~ e  circumstances combined have tended cer- 

tainly ta improre the co~ldition of the cultivator. I t is not easy, 



liar perllaps practicable, to calculate to what extent t l~cse causes 

have operated, but I have no doubt they have added, fi-om fifteen 

to twenty per cent., to each man's incomc, so that tllc Govern- 

ment revenue, instead of being nearly a half, probably does not 

esceed one-third of tlie present assets of the cultivator. 

353.-Allowing to these consirlcrations their full importance, 

I still believe there is not sufficient vitality in the summary set- 

tlement, to carry it suocessfully over a long series of years, The 

cultivator's profits are not so large that he can pay, from his 0 1 ~ 1 1  

resources, the losses incidental to n bad harvest. 'l'he occurrence 

of a calamitous year would compel tlie Government, as it has 

already done, to grant reinissions, and tile public revenue would 

thus come to fluctuate wit11 the ricissiturles of tlle seasons. A 

constant struggle mould be Icept up betw-cen the Government 

nncl the people, tending to deinoralize the community, to eu- 

courage fraud and false representations, and to overwhelm tllc 

Collector's est:iblisllments with tlle labour of examining applicn- 

tions for relief. 

354.-3ioreovcr we sl~ould bcar in mind that under the 

Govcrninent of our predecessol-S, there were adventitious circum- 

stances now no longcr existing, which assisted tlie peoplc to 

meet tllcir publie obligations. A large proportion of the Hill 

pol)ulation, especially froin Noorpoor and Hureepoor, were em- 

ployed in the ranks of tlie Sikh Army, for rvhich service tlieir 

quiet orderly behaviour, fidelity to their employers, and courage 

in the field, l~articularly recolnnlendcd them. They ~ ~ r e  held 

in such estimation that no Establishment, public or private, was 

considered to be properly furnished in wliicli they were liot in- 



eluded. The money that these men remitted to their families, 

supplied funds to meet cxtraordinary difficultics, to replace agri- 

cultural stock, and to liquidate the Government revenue, which, 

under other circumstances, must have fallen into arrears. 

355.-This source of income has now been withdrawn. 

The Sikh establishments have been scattered to the winds, and 

those very men, who under former Governments, were the main- 

stay of the District, are now sitting idle a t  llome, enhancing the 

l~urthens and contributing nothing to the general store. In 

Noorpoor and Hureepoor there are thousands of men, (I write 

from positive information), out of employ, born and bred to 

Military service, unpractised in, and undisposed to, any other 

occupation. However good as soldiers, they are worthless as 

agriculturists, and instead of being an element of strength, they 

present an argument for moderating the rcrenue, so as to suit 

their Ilelpless condition. 

356.-But the best proof of all that the sumrnaiy settlement 

nras too high to last, is the fact that during the 
Rernia~ions in 

184 7-48 & 1948-49. 
years 1817-48 and 1848-49, I was obliged to 

grant remissions. In those two pears, the I-Iills were A-isited by 

a severe ant1 long continued drought. Scarcity prevailet1 over 

all the unirrigated portion of the District. The cattle died for 

want of fodder and water, and for three successive harvests: not 

u crop was saved in the poor uplands of Noorpoor and Nadoi~n. 

Those Talooquas suff;.rcd most which were nearest to the ldains, 

while the interior Districts, from thcir neighbourhood to the 

higher mountains, obtained an additional supl)ly of rain. The 

'7 T 
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people were reduced to great distrcus, and in this emergency, I 

applied for and received the sanc,tion of the Commiasioner, to 

suspend such portions of the revenue as the circumstances of 

the people might require. Accordingly, I went about investigat- 

ing, personally, the condition and resources of each Talooqua, 

and the result was that I alloi~ed suspensions, and the Govern- 

ment so far acquiesccd in the propriety of these measures as to 

authorize the absolute remission of all the balances. 

357.-There are scarcely any analogous tracts in our old- 

Cornprriaon o f er Provinces, whose rates of assessment I might 
rsteawith anrlogoos 
~listricts, N .  W. compare with my own. The most similar per- 
Provinces. 

haps are the districts of Kumhon, Gurhwal, De- 

ra Doon, and Jubulpoor. As n Country generally deficient in the 

means of irrigation, the Dehli territory, excluding the aiid lands of 

Hureeanah, and the Canal districts of Paneeput, presents many 

col-responding features. The hilly portions of Goorgaon are not 

unlike the lower talooquas of Ncorpoor and Nadown, and yet the 

rates in all these districts are considerably higher than my own 

assessment in the uuirrigated Pergunas. 

( Nadown, (totally unirrigatedj 1 4 6 per acre. 
I 

Kangra T- S. S- 4 Hureepoor (18 per cent irrigated) 1 13 6 ,, 
Noorpoor (12 do. do.)l 7 10 ,, 

Average, 1 8 7 
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( Dehli Territory, 
1 

....... Re. 9 pcr acre. 

................. I Rohtuc ,, 1 5 9  :, 

KumAon, .................. 0 12 9 ,, 
I 7 9  

I Gurlinal, ................. ?, 1 1 2 ,, 

358.-These remarks are not intended to apply to the irri- 

gated portions of the District, nor indeed to thc 
Assc~sment on ir- 

rigated tracts. irrigated rill_~ges included in Noorpoor and 

Hureepoor ; my arguments are addressed exclusively on behalf 

of those tracts which are dependent on natural supplies of water. 

For experience, in various parts of India, has assured me that 

however fair the demand may be, under favorable seasons, the 

same estimate is not adapted for a lengthened term of years. 

For during this period occasional reverses will arise. The abund- 

ance of past seasons will seldom be available to meet present defi- 

ciencies. So that we must calculate not only against bad har 

vests, but allow a margin for the improvidence of the cultivator. 

350.-In the irrigated Perguna of Kangra, and the upper 

portion of Kooloo, where the crops are certain 
Pergunas K a n- 

gra a11d 1<001oo. and regular, and the suiumruy settlement had 

been easily collected, I gave no reductions. The village Jum- 

as were adjusted and brought to assimilate to a general 

standard, but the demand was not lowered. Indeed, there 

is a slight increase in the present assessment, and so also in the 

irrigated rillcages of Hureepoor, such as talooqw N w o t a  and 



194 K A N G R A  SETTLEMENT REPORT. 

Narhaneli : and the irrigated vallers of Noorpoor, such as Indou- 

sa, Kheirun and fioorujpoor, the reduction is almost nominal. In  

these cases I had no mis~ivings for tllc future. The supply of 

water was drawn fsom perennial sources, and conducted from the 

hills over the surface of the country. The data for assessment 

were precise and positive. There was 1-10 deduction to be made 

for prosl)ective casualties. Fis years had passed since the ces- 

sion, and no accident had occurred to retard the prosperity of the 

villages. On the contrary, I had seen them, when the inhabitants 

of the unirrigated tracts were rendered destitute by drought, in- 

creasing in resoul-ces, and paying their revenue with promptness 

and facility. Under these. circumstances, tliere was no necessity 

to lighten their burdens. I liad practical proof that their assess- 

ment was moderate. 

360.-At the same time I abstained fsom taking any increase. 

I remeinbered that the times, though unfavora- 
S I I I I I ~ R ~ ~  assrss- 

mcnt n~au~tai~lerl .  ble to the general prospects of the district, were 

propitious to the irrigated Talooql~as. 'The scarcity and drought 

which devastated the ul~lands, doubled tlie profits of tlie iiihnl,i- 

tnnts of the valleys. Their lwoduce was constant and undinli- 

nished, and realized twice the price. I did not forget that irri- 

gatcd lands hare also their cycle: of adversity, although the fluc- 

t~~at ions are neither so frequent, nor run to sneh dangerous ex- 

tromes. The seasonable rains that would gladden tlle uplands, 

and cover them wit11 corn, 11-ould naturally tend to lowcr prices 

and diininish the value of their higl~ly assessetl protluce. Ever 

since thc cession, the prices of %rain liad ranged remarkably higli. 

A return for the ten years, prerious to our oecnpaacy, prored to mc 



the ricissitudes ta which the market w:is sul)ject, and I could 

not disregard the wa;rninp they saggt~sted. The ratcs of %~e.ss- 

lnent were certainly not low, and on tliese grounds, I determined 

to maintain them. The details, of course, required to be arljustcd 

,and equalized, but the totals I resolved to keep, as nearly as 

possible, unaltered. 

361.-The results then of my experience extending over a 

period of four years, est:tblished ill rnp mind 
General results of 

my experience. the truths of these two propositions:-l:il.st, that 

the settlement on the richly irrigated v;tllcys was equitable and 

misht be maintained ; and Secondly, that  the assessment on the 

uplands was too high and must be retluced. 

36-7.-In calculating the amount of reduction to be granted, 

I was guitled entirely by my own ~Sservation. 
Amount of reduc.. 

tion, 11ow estimated. 
When the settlement bcgan, I had been four 

years in uninterrupted employ, and during this time, I had not 

neglected my opportunities. Eight months of every year I had 

passed in camp ; andlatterly, there was nota single village, in the 

most rctnote and secluded parts of the district, ~vhich I had not 

visited, and whose capacity I had not ascertained. Few Settle- 

ment Officers have possessed such advantages, or bee11 able to 

acquire so intimate an acquaintance with the people and country 

committed to tlicir charge. In cop3yutations of this nature, mucl1 

lliust always depend upon conjecture. Judgment and experience 

will of course correct the estimate, but the measure of conces- 

sion must, after all, rest upon opinion. There is no establishecl 

for~~iula, to lead, unerringly, to exact conclusions, and I ~vas corn- 

pelled to act upon iuy own discretion. After careful delibera- 

2 
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tion, I assumed that a reduction of twelve per cent. on thc unir- 

rigated tracts was necessary. This ainouilt 'of relief would place 

tile revenue upon a souncl and siibstantiill basis. The Govern- 

1i:cnt demand would be regularly and cheerfully paid, and the 

;,roplr \vuuld bc (~nubkd  to nicct, witllout ditliculty, the fluctua- 

tion iiiscl~arnble from the cultivn~ion of the soil. 

263.-Starting with tliese views, I proceeded to the detailed 

assessment. I required from tlic Teseeldar a 
Dctaila oCAssess- 

nrent. tabular statement for encli talooqua, sliewii~g 

the extent of cultivatiul~, tl~c: proportiuns of il~igccted and un- 

brigatcc1 l;iiicl, tlic a m c ~ i ~ l t  of cultwable waste, thc p:lst and 

present payiliciit~, ancl tlie rates of assessinent in each village :- 

361.--I col)ictl ;l tr,lllsl;ltioll of t.liis statcmcrlt into a Sct- 

tl(.~ncnt Sote  l;oc)k Icept for tllc 11url)osc. 1 de- 
Set t lcmc~~t  Sote  

~ o l i k .  \-ott.d onc l)a,qc to i1 gclicral desariptivc nccounb 

of t l ~ c  taloorl~~a, s l i cwi~~g  its lmsition and ge11cl.nl fcaturcs. 011 

the nest  page, I cutcrccl tlic st;~tci~lcilt. Tlie third leaf was left 

blank, arid (111 tliis, T rccorclcd all inatters wliicli t l ~ c  tablc failed 

to  sopl)ly : f i~ r  ilistx~ice, tllc nlililbcr of Asnmces, tlleil. conclition 

:ii~d c:lstc, thc q~lality of tllc soil, n i~ f l  tllc rcslllt of m\- o\rn ob- 

S( I-vatio~rs :u111 elicl~~irics. 

365.- l 'ursni~~g t l~ i s  practice thronghout tlic dihtrict, 11 

compiled, witllout much cfiort, a sort of Domes-dilj- ~mcrord of 

cvcry tilloorlon allcl its component villngcs. T sulmlit i t  ill ori- 



Sinai with this rcport. I t  \\-ill form a valuable book of refer. 

ellce to tliosc wlio succcod llle to tlie cllargc of this i n t e r c s t i ~ ~ ~  

and pitc*l~ctl lily c.:urrp iri tlic cetitrc, h t:rloc)ilrin, 
Sclact i u ~ i  of n Ta- 

looqua. on tlrc lrills, c.ompriscs a circle ot' r i l ln~c~s,  1~1.;- 

wssing nlnliy common characteristics. The crests of clivitling 

mnges, or other rlntural bnrricrs, liad dcter~nined tlie original 

distribution of tlie country. The constituent villagcs moi~ld 

bcar n gcneral likeness, which favored thcir being grou1)ccl and 

treated togctller, but the resemblance seldom cstcndcd to the 

nest talooqun. Various causes, either pl~ysical or inoral, wo~i l~ l  

arise and obligc mc to adopt n different scale of mtc;;. '~ ' I I I IS ,  

I rarely llad the power of dealing with cxtcnsivc tracts, :w is t,Le 

custom in the plains ; but I was limited by tlrc peculinl. chn- 

  not er of the country to smaller areas, and cornpcllccl tu take 

tlrcni up in separntc detail. 

3G7.-I have already given a full desc.riptior1 of tllesc lrills. 

'l'o tlic ordinary gaze, the district prcse1rt.s a \vilcl 
A Talonrll~a, llnw 

colistitntctl. , ancl picturesque landscape, diversified with 

lllountain ridges m ~ d  frllitfill valleys. The same confusion wliicll 

Lewi1dcl.s tlrc spectator, cmbnrrasscs alsg tllc proceedings of 

tlic fiscal Oficer. For tllc liills are ]lot always m~iform ali(1 

conncctcd, nor do t,llc \-alleys invnsiiilly rcpose in pcnccfi~l 

luxuriance at tllcir h e .  'L'l.:~nsversc ra~igcs occur to Break the 

coiitinuity of the chnill,, or to lll~llenve tlic valleys to the stntme 

of tlic surrounding liills. Tliese arc tlie nntnml features wlric.11 

distii~gi~isll one t:doolpla :lnotlicr. Tlherc wo other vali- 
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:~tiolls of climate, soil and population, wl1ic11 equally prevent t l ~ e  

:~~,l,licntioil of any single systcru of itsscesnlent. Each talooqua, 

tLercforc, ninst for111 tllc snbjcct of sel)ar,~tc cnquil-y, and spe- 

cial rntcs must bc &vised, fur calculating mliich, t l ~ c  ratio of 

assc~slnclit in aqjoi~tix~g t;~llooqua~ mill seltlon~ afford a gnidc. 

3GS.-In tllc assesslnent of villages, I mnde no nttcnipt to 

apply a system of classified mtcs, nor clid I 
V~llagc Assess- 

~ncwts .  myself endeavouring to ascertain thc 

gros.~ product, and to cvolve from thencc thc money proportion 

lcvinble as Governnlcnt revenue. I believe that suzcll processes 

Icatl to 110 practical result. On t l ~ c  contrary, tlrc mind is tli- 

wrtccl into iritricatc paths of enquiry, and the essential clzuscs 

nii'ccting thc co~idition of a village, are apt to be less rega~-dcrl 

or ~)crhn~)seelltircly lost sight of, T l ~ e  process of assessment 

should, I think, bo more ganemlized. The Eorrner collec- 

tions, thc average quality of the lands, the niinlber ancl 

caste of the cultivntors, tlie distaxlcc of markets, the facili- 

tics for irrigation, should all be borne in mind, a ~ i d  R settlement 

fixed wit11 refcre~~ce to thosc brontl considcratio~is, will bc Inore 

intclligillc to tbc people, and work far bettcr in 1)rncticc t l~nn 

one elaborated by minute and tcclious enquiry. 

Agra Provinces, have detcrlnincd tllc value of land, 
lTisi1rg llatca. 

with a precision quite sl~fficient for our purposes. 

The extremes, rangc Let\vecn not w r y  di5tant limits, arid the 

same sc& of ratm taken fro111 nn analogo~s district, and modi- 

fied according to local cil.ci~~nst:lnces, is applicable to any part 

of uypcr India. Tllc yiclcl of crols, t l ~ c  pl*ic.es of grain, aud tlie 
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expmrs of cultivation are inucll the saiue in thc Punjab, as ill 

the Provinces east of tllc Sntlcj, and tlie Settlcinent Oficcr, 

with his materials around llim, mill Le at no loss to select ;t rate 

adopted to tllc country in which he is einldoycd. 

370.-In cvery talooqua, I adopted a general mtc, one for 

irrigated, and another for unirrigated lands ; 
Tao ratcs adopt- 

ed. 
classification of soils and different rates to suit 

thcse soils, I eschewed altogetlier. I hold that sl~cll retilled de- 

tails are by no means nccessary to an accurate sett.lement. 

Supposing that the assessincnt was heavy, I estiinate(2 tlic 

aillount of reduction it required, and preparecl m y  rates to bring 

out, in nearly equal numbers, the jmna I had sssnmecl to be 

fair. Tliese modified ratcs were applied to the area of every 

village. Those nbove were brongllt down to  tlie level of thc 

rates. Those alrcacty assessed at tlie nlVcl-age, w r c  left undis- 

turbed, ancl those below mcre cautiously 1.aisec1 towards the 

geilcral standnrd. Of course, there mcre csccptions both for 

~ndntaining a lligl~er mte, or for allswii~g a larger rednctioi~. 

But, as n general rule, the iiesessme~lt of the villngcs, colllpriscd 

in tlle tnlooqua, \\;ere inade to rcvolvc as close as prarticahle 

3 T 1.-\Ylicii 1 rcviscd tlic assessinclit of each village 

coiitaiilecl in tlic talooclna, I shewed iliy esti- 
T c ~ r ~ l ~ l r r s  R 11 d 

Cliondrccs cousult- 
e 11 nintes, before si~iiou~icing them, to tlie 'I'cseel- 

dar, and dcsired llinl to p i n t  ant i~ny  instance ~ v l ~ c r e  l ~ e  



tllrce i-espectallc Ztumccndars of tliet;rlooqun, whose iiitelligcncc 

niid lwolity llacl givcii tlicnl a local rcpntation. They confer- 

rctl tog'thcr close to lily tciits. \Vliencvcr tliey adduccd any 

v:llid rcX:iso~rs i ~ r  suppart of ;ui nmcncl~llcct, I usually conceded 

to tlwir opi~iion. So~nctiiilcs tllcir 31-gu~ncnts were based on 

g1-ounds l\-liicli clid ilot approve tllelndclves to 111y judgment, and 

in s11c.11 cases, I adllered to my origiilnl estimate. Ply tliese 

means, I elicited n great deal of va lu~~ble  infor~nation, which 

otherwise, I might nevcr havc disrovcred. For there are many 

peculiarities in every village, accessible orily to local eupcrience, 

ancl wllich no lcngtll of rcsidcncc, nor l~atictice of investigation, 

would ever disclosc to the Settlenlcnt Officer. 

372.-Perhaps, to solllc illinds, this mode of lwocedure inay 

appear c~uestionablc, anclit inay be argued that- 
Apology for the 

lxactice. thcre is as great a probability of receiving false 

3s trutllful impressions. But it will be rci~~cmberccl that I had 

a simple pop~llation to clcal with. I possessed, moreover, tlic 

advantage of intiuatc acq,~~aiiltance. I t  will scnrccly bc denied, 

that the opi~lion of men who havc passcd all tlicir livcs on tho 

spot, is wort l~ asking on the propriety of a settlcnlent, wliicli is. 

to last for trventy years. I did not depcnd I I . ~ o ~ ,  but lkopcd to, 

profit by, their CO-opcra,tion. I rcccivecl tlicir snggcstions, ancl 

admittcc1 them as I pleased at my own discretion. 

3i3.-I procecclccl in tliis' llinillicr uatil I Iiad coniplctcd tlic 

ilsscssment of tlic \\.hole district. I coninlciiced 
I"i!l,ulci:tl ~ . ca~ i l t .  

ill Novttmler 1850, :tnd conclucled i~ iy  011~1'2 - 
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tions in the autuinn of 1851. Thc Financial results may l,e 

briefly stated as follows :- 

Talooquas transfer- fl 34,489 1 33,337 
red to Goordnrpoor, 

Kooloo, ............... 52.562 1 51.5il 
I 

........ Total 7,27,151 G,83,793 I I - 

374.-Deducting the small enhancement in perguna 

Kangra, tlie nct reduction on the whole district, 
Total nmoont of 

reduction. amcunts to the aggregate sum of 43,358 Rupees, 

and falls upon the gross revcnue of tlie Distric,t, in the propor- 

tion of exactly six per cent. 

375.-To this reduction, I sliauld add the remissioas, 20,176 

Rul'ees, granted to the pergnna of Nool.poor, in the ycar 1848-49. 
0 

By thc addition of this s~zm, thc total dcorease of revenue on 

the suminary settlement, amounts tc G3,534 Rupees, or about 

8.73 per cent. 

37G.-ln the perg~ula of Kanpa ,  are comprised six subor- 

dinate talooqxts. Five of these are situated 
I'ropowcl assess- 

ment of pcrgano 
Knr~grr. in the valley wliich lies at  the foot of the great 

ChnmGa Kange. Thcsc tnloocluas command exte~lsive means of 
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irrigation, the soil alld l~q~u la t ion  also arc nearly identical. 

But ornillg to varintioiis of cl'uilate nnil relative 
l,inpnl.ity of rates 

in (1uas. di'fe"el't ta'lJo- distance froln the plains, tliey exliibit differ- 

ent rates of nssessmcnt. Altliougli constituent 

parts of onc valley, tllcy arc plnccd, gcographicnlly, one abovc 

tlie otllcr in slucccssive tiers, beginning wit11 Cililoo, the inost 

wcsterly and the inost c1el)rcasccl in 1)oilit of elevation, a:ld ciid- 

ing with Boogahal, a rclllotc taloocjua, on the AIuldce frontier. 

Rillloo and ICnpp-a are nearly alike, lbotll in position and 

in the vicinity of innrbcts. Pnlunl and Rajgecree are cle- 

rntccl al~ollt SCVCII 11~inclrc~l fcct, ancl to the traders \v110 come 

from tllc l'unjal, to talic away the staplc produce of rice, are 

l c s ~  acc,csfiiLlo tllan tlicl lowor portions of tlie vallcy. Again, 

Boogallnl is situated on a platfonn, raised about a thonsand 

feet above the level of Pallurn. The clinlate of r\illloo and 

Icangra, is almost tropical; bcsidcs ricc, ~vliicll is common to thc 

wliolc vallcy, tllc 1)eople grow slignr-cnile, tobacco, tnrmcric, 

arlcl otllcr VBII~RL~C articles of commcrcc. 111 Paltun ancl R;ij- 

gcercc, t l ~ c  grcntcr elevation 111nkcs tlic tcn~perntnre more Ino- 

(lei*ntc. Tlic ~ i c c  nn~ l  suigar arc cqu~;iIIy farnous, as the proclucc 

of Rillloo or T<angm, bnt tlie greater clifficulty of acccss neces- 

sitates a rednction in the prices, to attract tmdcrs over thc adtli- 

tional clista~lre. So tlie land hears a l ig l~  tcr assessnlci~t in orcler 

to cornl~cnsntc for tllc dcprrci;~tcd vnlr~c of tllc proclucc. Tllc 

cli~nate of Boogalial docs not adulit of tlie cnltivation of sllg:11. 

and otlier ailnlogons crops. The ricc also is of n coarser cle- 

scription; moreover the position of the talooclila is scclucltd, a11t1 

in ])arts very rugged and mountainous. Tl~cse causes will s11fli- 
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cicntly account for the great disparity of rates bctn~cen thcsc 

different talooquas. 

377.-The same reasons affect the assessment of the con- 

stituent villages of each talooqua. For the 
1)ispnrity of rates 

in diil'ercut villag~u. surface of tlic country is not an uniform Ievcl. 

Tlie vallcy slopes gradually from the base of the Cliumba range 

tomarcls the river Beeas. The upper villages, though belonging 

to tlic samc talooqua, arc perhaps a thousand feet lligller than 

the villages a t  the otllcr cstrcn~ity. Tliis diffcrencc of elern- 

tion indnccs grcrtt variations of climate. The col-n in tile lo\reP 

portion of the valley is yellow and rcady for the sickle, while 

tlie crops underneath the hills, and not ten lnilcs distant, are quite 

green nncl imrnaturc. The tcmperat~~re of tlic Iowcr villages 

allows of the cnltiontion of the snpr-cane, mld tlic finest clnn- 

lities of ricc. Tlie cstatcs a t  tlie ltead of tlic valley, are litllitetl 

to wlicat, barley, ancl tlic iiifcrior sorts of ricc. In tlic adnptn- 

tion of climate to agricultural dcvelopmcnt, tlic lomcr villages 

1~0sscss a dccirlcd advnntage. They are also nore  accessible, 

nncl rlcarer to tlie marlccts of the district. On t l ~ c  otlicr hands, 

tllc  illa ages ncnrest the hills, are ~nost contiguous to tllc SLIP- 

plies of mntcr for tlie lxlrposes of irrigation. They takc their 

wants first, mid are always ccrtnin of wliatevcr quantity t l~ep  

rcquirc. T l ~ e  lower rillages must wait in expectation. Frc- 

qualttly t h y  cnrinot co~umancl tlic wntcr, wlie11 tlierc is tlie 

greatcst dcmancl for it. Tlic snyplp is al~vays lilorc prccnrious 

autl inorc liinitccl tllnn in tltc villngcs situntecl nbovc thc~n. All 

a ive means iliese collsiclcrntions of climntc, accessibilit!-, nud rcl t' 

2 \v 
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of irrigatioil kavc a yallmblc iaflucncc in determining tllc rntca 

of nsscssnlcnt, and will accouilt for the nriclc csticuies htwccn 

378.-In a district wllcre so many causes, unltno\vn to set- 

tlciucnb cspcriencc, operatcd to derange or- 
Xver:rgc collrc- 

tions of p~ .ov io i~s  dinary calculations, tllc past l~aymcnts for .z 
sixtoell scars. 

serics of ycars, obviously afl'ord the most pr:tc- 

tical and trustworthy data for futurc assessincnt. In tlic 1Jnll.. 

gm valley &cre wore p a t  facilities for compilillg such a re- 

cord. The payillents of cvery village liad bcen made in grain, 

at  rates which had prcvnilcd fro111 t l~c  earliest tilllcs. Tile 

w l a i ~ l  had becu storcd by Govcrnnicnt, at  tlie village granary, 

(liotee) and sold I\-holcsale to Punjab tmdcrs. The only pro- 

cess necessary was to convert thc reccipts into iuoney, according 

to the c u m n t  prices of tlle year. A schedule of the prices, for 

the sixteen ycars preceding the settle~nent, was obtained from 

the principal nlnrkct town of each talmqun, and the average 

collections of eaclch village were at once computed. 

370.-The following table will sllcw the 
Financial colnpa- 

risoll of Talooquas. a~uount of the summary settlelncnt in cacli ta- 

looqua, the average collections of tlle past sixteen years, and 

my proposed settlement :- 

Tnlooquas. I Suinrnary Set- ' Sixteen years' Proposed 
t1uule.t. i Co~~cetiunr. I SetUemeuts. 



330.-It will be obscrvcxl that though my estiagatea shcw 

an increase, they are  still below thc awragc collectionts. I be- 

lieve the jnmas arc very moderate. Thc p p l c  accepted them 

readily. Thcy have b ~ e n  paid, with ecw and rcgularity, for thc 

two years since the eettlment was completed, althoqh grain 

has fetched less than the average prices. 

381.-For the other talooquas of thc valley, U O q l a  Raj- 

gceree," and 'L Boogdal," I was not able to obtain a trust- 

worthy table of previous paymoats. The circumstancee of 

Rajgeeree so closcly resenhlc Palam, Zllat the r abs  applied in 

one taloqna, were equally adapted for the other. The p& and 

proposed assessments for these two l'aloocjuas, are herewith m- 

nexed. 'Sheiu: has becn little or no alteration made :.-- 

Past. Proposed. 

Rs. Rs. 

00111s Rajgeerce, ........ .19,69 7 19,335 

BoogALal,. ............... 5,303 5,352 

3S2.-Bwgeerion is the only ~nil-~igatccl talooqua attached 

to this pel-guna, and in conformity wit11 the psin- 
Rcasons for re- 

ductiou iu Burgee- cil~les that @ded i n ~  assessment of u n i r r e t e d  
raou. 

lands, has received s considerable reduction. 

It was foimei-ly held in j a p  by Ajwt Sing, one of the Bin- 

danwda Sirdam, and the demand had bcen raised by kis ralwitp. 

Itis a poor district, entirely depndent upon the seasons. 

Thc former juma was Rs. 65,054. The proposed assessmellt is 



383.-Tltc perguna of Naclown is utterly dcficicnt in 

tlie lneaus of irrigation. I t  consists of low 
l'roporrd asscss- 

mrnt in Pcrgnua hills, un-rclieved by any open coulltry, and 
h'ndow~~. 

contailis scvcn Talooqnas. The entirc cultiva- 

ted arc% amounts to 1,31,547 acres, of which only 2,355 acrcs 

or lcss than two per cent., arc irrigated. In  this Perguna., 

wllich co~npriscs up\\-ards of niile hunclred square illiles, tllcrc 

:we only threc towns, Joala Mookec, Kndown and Shoojau- 

poor-Tecra. The two last scarcely dcscrve the appellation, 

being only largc-sizecl villages. The pop~~ll,ztion is entirely 

agrarian, ancl cscept in thesc to~vlls, them U P  few n01l-1)rocIuc- 

tivc classcs to create a dcmand for agricultural stock, conse- 

quently grain is excessively clleap. In times of thought, the 

deficiency of water is a serions embarrassment, sncl in times of 

plenty there is the greatcst difficulty in clisposing of the pro- 

duce. The peoplc are poor, and thc summary settlcnlcnt press- 

cd hcavily upon tlicir rcsonrccs. In soinc parts, for instance 

i11 Chowkec Iiotleli~., consiclcrable balances accl-ued. This Ta- 

looqua was nearest to the plains. Tlle soil is thin, lying upon 

a substratu~n of saildstonc. Tlic people llacl always co~nplaiiiccl 

of the severity of the summary settlement. Othcr Talooquas, 

such as llaliul llorec, a recent csclient, owing to thc rcbellion 

of Raja IJnrnlocl Chund, in 1848-1849, \lTerc nssesscd at ratcs 

n-llicli clicl not lecluirc much inoclification. Consicle~i~lg, lionrercl-, 

tlie want of irrigation, ancl tlie absence of markets, I ~Ictcrminc~I 

to allow a frill reduction in this Pergnna, of tn-clvc pcs 
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384.-The following is the detail of the 
finnncinl compn- 

of Talooquas* Talooquas, with their past and present assess- 

ments :- 

Past. Prese~zl. 

Kaclown ....................... 40,i34 Rs. 33,386 Rs. 

Chungur Buly %r, ............ .39,103 ,, 33,098 ,, 
Ckomkce Rotlehr, ........... .27,505 ,, 22,165 ,, 

....................... Teehra ,... 11,9G5 ,, 10,833 ,, 
............. Rajgeree Tikln,. 14,420 ,, 13,234 ,, 
............... l iah~zl Df orec,. 32,783 ,, 33,157 ,, 

Juswln, ....................... .11,081 ,, 9,316 ,, 

3S5.-The Pergmla of Hurcepoor, unlike Nadon-n, is a 

mistul.c of valleys and alte~mnting ranges. It 
Peisgnnx Hurec- 

poor. Reasonsfor borders on the river Bceas, and includes a fine 
reduction. 

alluvial plain known as the Hul Doon. The 

rest of the Perguna consists of hills with narrow intervening 

valleys. It is more accessible than Kadolm; thcre is a larger 

pro~ortion of non-agricult~~ral inhabitants, and 9,461 acrea, or 

twenty-one per cent., are irrigated. The wllolc ofthis arca, 

however, is not watered from perennial sources. In sonle of the 

T,zloocluas, the streams are liable to dry up in seasons of scarce 

min, and thus the supply fails wheu the nced is most impera- 

t i ~ e .  Notwitllstanding these advantages, the Pcrgulla of 

Hureepoor was considerably over-nsscssed. Thc Sikh revenue, 

clcrired fro111 this district, was higher in proportion than any 

3 Y 
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-- 

other part of tlie hills. Tlle population is military, and was 

largely cmployed in the Sildl armies. The local Iinrrlws took 

advantage of tliis circu~nstance, to raise t l ~ e  village dcmancls, 

m-hicl1 tlie fiwits of Sikh service alone affordcd thc nleans to 

a .  Again, a system of farming, mliich @ve rise to much 

sl~eculation, prevailcc1 in 'this Perguna. Tlle villages near tllc 

ton-11 were tlle subject of kecn coml)etition, and tlie julnas 

mcre driven, in consequence, far above the legitimate standarcl. 

Thc Pcrguna formerly abouncled vi th  pine forests which aclom- 

ecl tile hill sides, and the vicinity of tlle Beeas macle these forests 

rnlunble. Tlle fhrmcrs of tlie villages had thc right of felling 

the \~ooi l  ~vitliin t l~cir respective boundaries, and tliis cause also 

c ontributecl to enllancc the value of thc lenses. Tile stunmary 

settlement gave a large reduction, m d  rcstorecl the nlanagemcnt 

of the villages to the hands of tlie resiclent communities, but the 

a.;scssment was felt to be heavy, ancl in  the dronght of 18.47- 

'48 and 1848-49, l nras obligcd to grant considcrable remissions. 
r l  lllc fcw forests re~naiiling werc reservecl to Government, and 

illc pcol~lc could not avail tl~emselves of this sonrcc of rcrenue. 

111 this Pel.gnna also, I consiclercd the amount of relief shoulcl 

not bc lcss thnii t\velve pcr cent. Tllc irrigatecl villages receir- 

et1 littlc or no rerluction ; thcir condition was prosperous and 

the re~-cnnc was paid without difficulty. l3ut in the upland 

'I'nloocluas, whcre irrigation was entirely ~vanting, ancl the ~ i l -  

Ingcs 11-cre full of clis1)anclcd solclicrs, I reduced tlic clcmnnd to 

I l~c  full incasnre bronght out by my ratcs. 

36.- - I  sul~join a list of tile Talooqnns shcwi~lg tllc jtlinn 
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of the Si~mmary Settlement, and my propos- 
Fi~lailcinl compa- 

rison of '~nloocluas. cd rcvision :- 

Mkngur, . . . . . .  
Dhunietah, ... 
R~mgurh ,  .. . 
Hureepoor I<ll~s, 
u r ,  . . .  
Nugrota, . . . . . .  
Chunorc, . . . . .  
Goh~sun,  . . . . . .  
liotila, . . . . a d  

Gnngote, . . . . . .  

,Sunz~narg Proposed 
Settleme?zt. Settlcmenf. 

... 1G,4G5 ... 13,815 

... 10,629 ... 8,6314 
... ... 10,115 8,018 

... 7,694 ... 5,225 

... 15,513 .. 14,453 1 
... ... 13,682 13,200 \irrigated. 

3,827 Ji i iG j ... ... 
... .. G,24S 5,785 

... 3,749 ... 3,692 
4,250 3,810 ... ... 
-- -- 

Total, 92,172 80,388 

387.-Noorpoor is the lllost westerly Pergunn of the dis- 

trict. I t  stands also the nearest to the  plain.^, 
Revised Eettle- 

lnellt in ~ e r g u n a  and many of its villages, on this account, have 
Soorpoor. 

recently been transfcrred to the neighbouring 

jurisdiction of Goorclaspoor. Like Hureepoor, thi.s Pcrguna 

possesses a great variety of hill ancl open countiy. The Beeas, 

at this point, debouclies into the plains, and on either bank are 

ricli alluvial l~latenus suyporteci in tlic distance by lon~ranges of 

I i l .  Thc Talooqnns of Noorpoor bordering on the river, arc 

Indouril anci T<heiruu ; both are iri-ig,ztcd by canals drawn fro111 

the Beeas, but tlie natural luxuriance of the tract is seriously iul- 

paircd by tllc ~npriccs of the river, mllicll here runs in three charl- 

riels, and (luring the rainy season in~zndates, and frecluently cle- 

vnstntes, tlic surro~ulclil~g, country. Above the valley ofthc Uccas, 

t81ie smf'ace of the Pergunn is l~icturesclnc anti ~lndulatil~g ; tlic 

liills illcrcnsc in size, and the ynllcys assilnzc n lllorc dcfinite 
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sllapc, as they recede from the plains. Noorpoor, from its westerly 

position and distance from the lofty mountains of Chnmba, gets 

considerably less rain t l~ali  the other Pergunas of the district. 

The Talooqlias adjoining the plains are peculiarly liable to  

drought. The soil is poor and arid, and water, even for domestic 

purposes, has to be fetcl~cd from a long distance. I n  the dry 

seasons of 1848-1649, the distress of the people was greater ill 

Noor11oor than elsewhere, and I was obliged, not only to suspend 

tlle collection of the revenue, but to revise the summary settle- 

lneilt a year before its tern1 mould expire. But even this recluc- 

tion clid not suffice, ancl at  the formal ~ettleinent, under Regula- 

tion IX of 1833, I allowed a further concession of 6.20 per 

cent. Noorpoor contains fourteen Talooquas accordiilg to tlie 

following detail :- 

Sztm~aary Proposed 

Settlement. SettZenlent. 

Financial result N O O ~ ~ ) O O ~ ,  .. . 
in each Talooqr~cl. Indol~rn, . . 

Jugutl)oor, . . 
Joiilee, . .. . . . . . 
Clintur, . . . . . . . 
Soolujpoor, . . 
Shiipoor, . . . . . 
Futehpoor, . . 
Klieirun, . . . . . 
Iiotila, . . . . . 
Ianndee,  . . . . 
Loclwhn, . . . . . . 
Mow BBla,. . . . . 
Now Teree, . . , 

10,107 Rs. 
20,326 ,, 
7,486 ,, 

19,658 ,, 
10,452 ,, 

1,494 ,, 
19,829 ,, 
6,807 l, 

9,626 ,, 
4,015 ,, 
7,995 l, 

2,779 ,, 
7,403 ,, 
1,414 1 ,  

Rs. 

7 l 

1, 

7 1 

17 

9 l 

,? 

7 9  

l1 

11 

19 

, 1 

l, 

71 

-- c- 

Total ,.,, ,.. ,.. 1,29,294 1,3 1,531 
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388.-Tlie Talooquas transferred to Goordispoor, belong 

cntirely to tlic plains. They do not constitute 
Talooqnns trarrs- 

fcrred tu  Goordis- 
poor. an  original portion of the ancient Hill princi- 

pality of Noorlmor. Nor a t  the cession of the Hills, did they at 

first appertain to the jurisdiction of Kangra. B I I~  on the de- 

marcation of tlle boundary, between British Territo~y and the 

rlomi~~ions of Maharaja Duleep Sing, tlle Talooquas, for sake of 

compactness, werc made over to us. After annexation, mlicn 

tlie -.l-liolc Punjab fell under British rule, these Talooquas elcar- 

ly belonged to tlic district of Goordaspoor, and accordingly, i n  

1 852, after the coinpletion of the settlement, they mere t rnsfer-  

red. Although tlle chamcter of tlie country is uniform ancl 

lcvcl, yct from tlle vicinity of the hills, tlie soil, in many placcs, 

is poor ancl enculllbcrcd with stones. At no very distant period, 

tlic greater portion of the area was an uncultivated waste reserv- 

cd for hunting gro~~nds.  The population is thin, and the lands 

arc slovcnly tillctl. The aspect of the fields denote their re- 

cent reclnlnation from waste, and the insufficiency of the labour 

al>l>lic;l to their culture. Tlie esccptions are the villages 

around PatQnkote, an arlcient town lying in thc valley of 

tllc Cllukec torrent, as it emcrgcs on thc ylaiiis. Tlic settlc- 

1lic11t of this tract was in gcneral light, ancl I lliadc no essential 

altcrntions. I did not attempt to raisc thc assessment, bccnuse 

tlie lxrids wcrc poor, the population inadequate, and the 11-atcr 

for irrigation was not always availnlle. I t  is draw11, cllicfly 

fi-om tllc Cllrtkcc, wliicli occasionally altcrs its cliannc1, and ill 

scn,.;ons of clrougllt, tlie wntcrs arc csliaustcci by tllc villagcs on 

2 n 
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tlie lliglicr portion of its course. Thcrc are six talooquas accord- 

ding to tllc follo~ving dctai1:- 

Past Sett lement.  Proposed Scttlen~cgt t .  

Patankote, ... 8,309 ... P,433 

PIJ~cc, ... ,.. 11,188 ... 10,GGa 

Soorujpoor, .. 1,069 ... 1,503 

Ghurota, . 4,917 .. 4,257 

AI ccrtul, . . 7,134 . . G,4S5 

N~mgul, . . . . 1,402 ... 1,011 
-- -- 

Total, .. 33,489 . . 33,337 

389.-To sum 11p the statistics of the entire Pcrguria of 

Noorpoor, including the talooquas now anncu- 
Gcncr~l  statistics 

of Koorljoor includ- ed to Goordlspoor, the aggregate jnma of this 
u~g  translers. 

tract, according to the summary Settlement, 

was as follows :- 

Rs. 

S~unmary settlenlent of present pclguna of Noorl~oor, 1,43,401 

Summary settlclncnt of talooquas transfcrretl, , . 34,489 

Aclcl, remissions givcn in 1848-49, . . . . . . 20,176 
--- 

Total, . . 1,07,OGG 

The proposed assessment, for tho ncst tmcnty years, amounts 

to the following detail :- 

Rs. 

Yroljoseed Settlcnlcnt in pcrgmla Noorpoor, ... 1,33,5;7 

rlu. du. ill taloocluns trc~nsfcrrcd, . . . 33,337 
-- 

Total, ... 1,66,'314 
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.:!)O.-The entire jl~ilia of this tract, before acparation, 

amounted tlicreforc to the aggregate sum of 
- 

Kct Finnnci;rl rc- 
R ~ I ~ ~ . S ,  nt~d rc:r~oll3 1,07,066 Rs., and the present asscssmclrt reaches 
for groat reduction. 

a total of 1 ,G5,3 14 Rs. The coil~parison ullews 

a gross rcdtlction of 30,152 Rs., whicl~ is a little in exccsu of fif- 

teen per cent. This is the largest mcasurc of retli~ctioll givc~l 

to anyperguna, but I have already stated that tllc summary 

settle~ne~lt nTas higlier than in the rest of the district. Tlie rc- 

lnissions of both settlenlents takeu together, are not greater, but 

the scanty relief accorded in the first settlewnt, obliged a larger 

concession to render all equal in the second. Noorpoor is not 

only a poor perguua, with a liinited amount of irrigation, but 

there are other reasons for nlodcrating the demand. I t  is a fron- 

tier district, touching on the territories of Maharaja Goolab Sing, 

to the west, and the hill state of Chtunba to the north. It also 

receives less rain than other pergunas lying deeper in the hills; 

and the population rnorcover is military, and numbers mere 

formerly employed in the ranks of the Sikh Army. These men 

are unaccustoined to a.gricultnre, and are not the class from 

wlloin a high revenue could be esactcrl. 

391.-There remains to bc considered the perguna of 

Iiooloo. The pcople and the clisractcr of tllc 
I'crji~una Iiool- - 

00. hills, in this interesting Province, are so entirely 

dissiiliilnr, froin tllc rest of tllc district, tliat I had intendcc1 to 

anci pcrhaps inay yed, submit a separate account. I cannot do 

justicc to tlie varicty of ~ I L C  cletails, nor compress illy inforllla- 

tioil ~vitliin tllc narrow. li~nits of n gcnel.al Report. Tlie 1:lode 

of mcnsul-enlcnt, thc process uf ~~sscss~ucnt, t l ~ c  tcnurcs and i d -  
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tntions arc so peculiar, that tlicir details arc well eiititlccl to be 

st~pamtcly disct~sed. In  this place I will give oiily the gericrt~l 

fcntures of the pcrguna, aiid t11c rcasons wllicll gtriclcd nlc in 

fixing thc scttlcment. 

3!)2.-Perguun I<ooloo, though paying oiily about 52,000 

Rs. revcnnc, comprises thrcc distinct Provi~iccs : 
Constitncr~t t x - 

1ouqll""of ICouloo. IiooIoo propel-, Lalloul ant1 Spitce. Eacli of 

these talooqnas equals, in superficial estcnt, an orclinaiy district. 

Kooloo proper contains not less tlinn 24,000 sqnare miles, ailcl . 
includes the V p e r  valley of tlreBecas fi-om its sourcc till i t  c11tcl.s 

the native state of JIondcc. Its soatl~crn liinits rest on tllc 

river SutEej. Lalloul is divides fro111 I<ooloo, by a raiigc of 

s n o ~ ~ ~ y  mountains. It comprises the 11pper 
1,:lhoul. 

coune of the two streams,. C1~uncll.a and 13111ig.?, 

wLich, uniting under the colnrnon name of Chundrs-bhrlga, form 

one of the principal rivers (the ChcnAb) of tlie Punjab. T l ~ c  

people beloag to a difierent type of tllc human mee. Tlicir 

features are essentially Tartar. They spcali n Inngungc not 

intclligiblc to the natives of tllc ncighbo~~ring Talooqiln of 

I<ooloo. Tllc Country is ruggcd nncl ii~hospitable. For six 

montlis snow covers the groui~cl. Tlrc iiilla1)itan.t~ dcssend to 

coinn~cnccincnt of Summer. T l ~ c  soil yields only ollc crop n 

year and tlic grains p1-oduced arc buck-\\-lieat and liarlcy pccu- 

liar to the Country. Spitec is a 1.rgio11 almost similar, csccpt 

perllaps tllc colcl is still more severe, nncl tllo 
Ppitee. 

l~eol'lc lcss civilizecl even tlinn in 1,nlioul. It 

is  surrouncled, oil all sicles, by lofty lllouiitniiis inacccssiLlc for 
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half the year, and the mean elevation of the valley (along tllc 

river Spitee) is not less than 10,000 fcct abovc the level of t\le 

Sca. Thc people belong to akiudred race with those of Lahoul. 

Tlie language is almost identical, but the customs and rcligious 

institutions are not analogous. Here also, tllc resources of tlie 

land are locked up for more than six montlis, in tlle rigours of 

Winter. The inhabitants are obliged to repair, during this 

inclement season, to the lowcr and more genial 1atiturlc.i in the 

valley of the Sutlej. 

393.-The of the land in Lahoul and Spitec, does 

not suffice for the wants of the population. 
Brief Accor~nt of 

Lahoul nnd Spitee. 
Tlie people of LaLoul irnport grain from Kool- 

00, and the valley of thc Sutlej, eupplics the additional de- 

mands in Spitee. Thc crops in both Tnlooquas are t11c same. 

The barley of Spitec is hexagonal or six-sicled, and thc grain, 

large and succulent. The Lahoulees are great traders, and 

import the wool, borax, sulphur, churus of Laddkh, in cschange 

for the opium, sugar, cotton goods, anci other commodities of 

India, which they purchase in ICooloo. The inhabitants of 

Spitee are also obliged to elie out their subsistcnce by resort to 

tradc. Tlle culture of thc soil alone would not support them ; 

and to tliis fact we are indebtcd 61r the connecting link between 

Countrics, which otherwise mould be almost innccmsible and 

unknown to each otller. The articles of trade in Spitee arc iden- 

tical with t l ~ e  conlrncrce nrliich travels througll Lalloul. Thc 

pastoral couutrics to thc North, supply the fine ~ r o o l ,  which fonna 

tllc inatcrial of our Shrrmls. The earth yields abundant subtcr- 

ranem treasures of borax, sd t  and sulpl~or ; and tllr l;rmp 

2 z 
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grows wild, filrnishing an inspissated juice highly valued in In; 

dia, for its intoxicating qualities. The town of Rampoo r on 

the Sutlej, affords a rcady and convenient market for exchang-' 

ing these products, for the stnples of Hindoostan, and tlius the' 

people of Spitee acquire the means of livelihood which their own 

inhospitable mountains could never afford. Lalloul contains at 

least 1,600 squarclniles of territory. 1 have no means o.f nscer- 

taining the area of Spitee, except by conjecture, and I sho~llcl 

estimate it at not less than 1,200 square miles more. 

394.-Kooloo proper is a much more valuable aiid Inter- 

esting country. Tlic climate is genial ancl 
Account of liooloo 

proper. 
temperate, and the people assimilate in man- 

ners, custom, and institutions, to other parts of the district. Tllero 

are two natural divisions. Tlie one comprizes a rich and com- 

paratively level tract, along the banks of the Beeas ; the valley, 

near the s0urc.e of the river, is about six milcs wide, covered 

with cultivation and interspcrsecl wit11 the houses of thc pea- 

santry. The hedges are full of fi-uit trees, and Canals, drawn 

froin the river, carry water over thc entire expanse. On either 

side are noble mountains, clothed with forests of Cedar, and 

othcr descriptions of pine. The second division of Kooloo is 

entirely mountainous. I t  is intersected by a spur from the Snowy 

Rangc, which forms the water-shed line between the Sut- 

1ej and tlie Beeas. Thc people are more robust and manly than 

the iilliabitants of the valley, and thc crops are entirely un-irri- 

gated. In  thc valley of thc Beeas rice and Indian-corn foiw 

the staple autnmh crops, n good description of rice growing 

cvcn at an eldvatioil of 7,000 fect abovc the Sea. Barley,  lieat at, 
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and the poppy, are the principal articles of Spring produce. 

The poppy is extensively grown throughout Kooloo, and 

flourishes in any climate, up to 6,000 feet abore the sea. 

From the heads of the poppy, the people manufacture opium, 

which is purchased by traders, chiefly Gosiieens of Kangra,'and 

exported for the markets of the Punjab. The same species of 

crops are grown in both divisions of Kooloo ; only from the want 

of irrigation, rice is not so generally cultivated in the mountain. 

ous parts. 

395.-,4ccording to local custom, the area of the fields is 

JIeas~iremcnts in 
estimated not by square measurement, but by 

I'erguua Kooloo. 
the quantity of seed required for sowing them. 

The grain measures used for this purpose are known by the 

local appellations of '' BLbr" and " Pbtha." A " BhAr" con- 

tains sixteen PQtllas, and one " Patha" contains about 3 kucha 

Equal to One seersX. of seed. Barley is the standard grain 
meer three cl~utalis, 
Govt.  weight. 

always used for estimating areas. In  prepar- 

ing the statements, I have converted this measure of capacity 

into square measurement, by the follomi~lg rule, deduced after 

repeated trials :- 

* One PBtha is equal to, , . 95 square yards. 

Onc BhQr, or sixteen Phthas, 

is cqunl to, . . . . .. . . . 1,520 squarc yards. 

Thus, thrce 1311%~ and three Pithas are equivalent, in square 

dimensions, to one British Statute acre of 4,S40 square yards. 

* Kote.-This scnle of mcnslrrement applies only to uuirrigntorl land. Tlle " Frithnu 

mcnqurc in irrigated land mill sow o lnrgcr breadth of lend, as thc water cnuses every seed 
Xo germinate, ai~dnone is wrstcd. 
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396.-In Lalioul the same system of measurement pre- 

vails. Spitee has a method peculiar to itself'. 
ZIcnsarcmenta iu 

Lahool and Spitee. However, in estimating the cultivated area of 

each of these Tulooquas, I employed the Govcrnrnent esta- 

blishment stationed in Kooloo proper. I deputccl a trustmor- 

thy official, hiinsclf a native of the Hills, and placed him in 

charge. I associated wit11 llinl four experienced measurers or 

rather computators, to estimate the area of each field by the 

quantity of seed required, and I converted tlie details into 

square nleasurc by the process I have stated above. 

397.-01ving to the rcmotcnesa of these districts, I was 

not able, nor indeed was there any necessity, 
Onlv coniecturnl : 

~ n a t t e s t e d . ~  
to verify these measurements : of course these 

estimates arc oilly approximations to the truth. They avowed- 

ly rest on conjecture, and on the fait11 of the Official deputed to 

complete them. But the assessment in such renlotc regions, 

did not requirc to he very iliccly adjusted. Indecd, the Gor- 

crnment, strictly speaking, is scarcely entitled to any rcvenue at 

all. For tllc of the country is not sufficient to support 

the population, 111uch less to defray a land-tax. There is no 

espcnse incul-red in the management of these Talooquas. Not 

a single official resides in Spitee, and one Chuprasee, deputed 

from the Tehseel Station of Sooltanpoor, in liooloo, is thc only 

representative of the Govcrnincnt in Lahoul. TIic land-tax i l l  

such countries can never be an oliect of account. All that i-i 

required is some acknowlecigments of our supremacy, ancl ;IS 1 

liad no intention of exacting a high revenue, 1 was not vcry 

carefill about the ineasurements. All that I e n d e a ~ : ~ ~ i r c d  to 
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obtain was sorne approximation, for stntistical record, of' tllc 

~ ~ o b a b l e  amount of land u~lder cu! tivntion. 

398.-111 Kooloo proper, where t l ~ c  extcnt of cultivation w m  

Me~surementa iu 
Kooloo 11 r o o c r. 

go much grrnter, and thc produce morc! \-:~lo- 
corefully 4crutil;ized. 

able, I tcstcd tlic acc1u.nc.y of the local e2ti- 

mates; first, throagl.11 the agcncy af tlie Tcli~eeldar, nud scconrl1~-, 

by trials conc~uctd nncier my own  upe er vision. I gcncrally 

fo~ulil the mcnslzremcnts coi~cct,  and I tllinli they may be ac- 

ceptecl as a fl~ithful iizcles of tlic actual amount of cultivation 

at the time of the Settlement. 

399.-The fiscal divisions of this perguna are arranged ac- 

cording to Wuzeerecs or domains presided over 
Fiscnl arrmge- 

ment of the pergun- 
a. by a Wuzeer, under the rule of the old Rajas, 

and each " Wuzeeree " is subdirided, not into illouzas, but 

l L  Kotees." A " Kotee" is nearly analogous t o  the tupn 

of pwguna Nadown. It cornprizes a large tract of country, 

and is distributed into a number of petty hamlets, each distin- 

guished by local names and constituting,infact, separate rillages. 

The ICotee" has a generic appellation, usually taken from some 

prominent fort, included within its bomidaries, or from some 

considerable village subordinate to its jurisdiction. Tlic office- 

hearers are appointed for the entire circuit or &' Kotee," and not 
4 

fix each village, and the eugasements for tllc Government re- 

T-enue are taken froill ihelll, and distril~uted, afterwards. upon each 

tinmlet according to its resources. These .oG:,icinls are remunera- 

ted bl- a pcrccntnge on the Gorernmz!lt revenue, as elsewller;.. 

There is a C'l~ief for tho ~11ole l<otcc," locally styled thr 

Ni,gee." EIe is assiste.1 by two or lnorc deputies, wlii, h r c  

3 v 



adoptccl tlie naine of Lumberdnrs, ancl there is the accountailt 

non- ccnlleci tlie Putmaree, who manages the affairs of oneor more 

I<otecs according to their size. In Lahoul, there is one mana- 

gcr for.the whole Talooqua, with subordinate heads for each 

kotee, and the same practice is observcd in Spitee. 

400.-This general description of the Perguna must suffice 

for the prcscnt report. I have already stated 
Al)ology for ])re- 

r i r y  of tleucription. 
Reference to tliat the novelty of the country, and its institu- 
detailed reports. 

tioile, deserve separate notice. Perhaps I may 

be able to fulfil this duty 1nys:lf. But a t  all events the present 

authorities in tlie di:;trict nrz fully cbompetent to perform the task. 

Captain Hay, tlie Assistai~t, in charge of tlie Perguna, hasalready 

furnishecl an elaborate account of Spitee, and 1 drew up a report, 

in greater detail than tlie present sketch, cf the other parts of the 

Perguna. These documents are among the records, and might 

11e ndcleci as appendices. 

40 l .-The as:essinrnt of this Perguna, 1 have generally 

rn:~int,ziiled unaltered. The only Talooqua 
Ar~rssmc~r t s  o f 

Pergunn K u ~ l l u o  . I e -  
, 1 1 ,  ,  ,  rllcre I linre granted reduction, is in Lahoul. 

The I-cl-enue assessec1 upon this tract, was fixed entirely with 

rei'vyeilce to tlie trading p:~~-suits of the inhabitants, and the pas- 

toral qualities of tlic country. The soil does not yield sufficient 

produce to nlaintnin the people, much less to pay a lancl-tar;. 

The jumn levictl by our pretleccssors, and maintailled at  tllc 

summary Settl(~1;1:.:1t, contniilr:(l two items, which, hacl they bern 

nscertni:lccl a t  !!lc !;:ne, ~-<;-onld hnvc been at once reinittecl. One 

\~, l i ;  n cl:.mn:1:1 or  200 Rupees nrlnunlly, for '* Firo11c.e " or fincs, 
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distribute it, as they best could, among themselves. The second 

item was also for 500 Rupees, on account of grazing dues exacted 

from the owners of sheep, who resorted to Lahoul, in the rainy 

season, as that region being across the snowy range, is beyond 

the reach of the periodical monsoons. This revenue would be 

legitimate enough, only the graziers were residents of our own 

territory, who, during the Winter months, had already paid a 

gmzing tax of two-and-half Rupees per hundred head in the 

valleys of Tcangra. I t  ~ o u l d  not be fair to make these flocks 

pay double rates, and as the tax could be collected with greater 

facility in I<angra than in Lahoul, I determined to remit this 

item also. Still, the balance which devolvedupon the inhabitants 

of Lahoul, pressed heavily upon them. The trade, moreover, be- 

come had ~ r e a t l y  depreciated. Tllc wool and produce of Lid& 

mcrc diverted by order of ilIaharaja GoolAb Sing, to routes which 

led through his on11 Country. For by their passage through 

our territory, the Maharaja lost the opportunity of exacting 

transit tolls, and our accession had t h r o ~ ~ n  open the carrying 

trade to any speculator who chose to venture under the rulc 

of our predecessors ; the fear of plunder, and the esactions of 

tlie Cristoms Officers, left tlie trade cntirely in the hands of the 

Lnhoulces. On these considc.rations, I determined to reduce the 

assresineilt in Lohold, allcl I was fol*titied in this conclusion by 

the concurrelit testimony of tl.nrellcrs, such as Captain A. Cull- 

ningllam alid Cnl~tnin IYillialn Hay, Rssistailt Cominissionel; re- 

garding tlie porcrty of the country, n:id tlic cleetitute coilditioil 

of tlie inhabitants. 'l lie sunilunry scttlt.mcnt was fised ol-igi- 

nally, at 4,200 Rs. But this nns 10~;-ercrl tllc secollcl year, on 
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the urgcilt reinonstrnnce of the people, to 3,200 Rs. ; and finally 

at tlie rcriseci settlement, I considered an annual juma ot 

2,200 Rs. as much as the Talooqua could bear. 

402.-Spitee liad beell assessed su~nn~arilg, by Mr. Vans ~ l g -  

.4sscssrnc.rrt of Plli. 
new, afterwards murdered at Mooltan. He was 

tuc. 
deputed tothat remote districtin 184G, a. D., niid 

settled the whole tract at 753 Rs. per annnm. Cornpnred wit11 

Lahoul, the rate is decidedly low, but the cottntsy is more inhos- 

pitible and dreary. It  is not so easy of access, and is removed 

several hundred miles, and by lofty ranges of mountains, from 

the head quarters of the district. I t  is surrounded, I inay say, 

on all sides, by inde'pendent states. Its political position is sin- 

gular, and at carious periods, Rpitee has been the feudatory of 

China, Bhdhir, L$d& and Kooloo ; and even at this tinzc 

there are Chinese emigrants residing in Spitee, lvho pay a divided 

alleiiance, partly to us, ancl to their mother country. From such 

a region, 'so peculiarly situated, revenue was a secondary object. 

The ' people, moreover, argued that Mr. Agnem hacl fixed tlle 

assesifnent for twenty pears. I attached no weight to this ar- 

guhdht, as their deed of lcase specified no such conditions, but 

adrerting to the remoteness and poverty of the Country, and its 

isol'ated position, I detehined to make no enhancement. The 

present demand was quite suficient to indicate the tenure of 

the British Government, and after this recognition of our 

claims, I saw 110 advantage in esncting an additional rcve- 

nue, which, frorn its trifling amount, could be of no import- 

ance to the Go~ernment, and might entail clistrcss upon the 

people. 
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403.-Tlle colnparative results of thc 
Compnrativereeults. 

summary and 1:evisetl Settlement, are as fol- 

lows :- 

Sutirmury Recirieit 

S e t t l c m e n ~  ,CettIenzcnt. 

I<ooloo (valleyof Beeas), 25,570 25,717 

Kooloo (Seoraj), . . . .  23,039 22,901 

Lahoul, . . . . . . . .  3,200 2,200 

753 F - Spitee, . . . . . . . .  d a3 

Total, . . 52,562 51,571 

404.-In every Perguna, throughout this district, 

the Settlement has becn made for twenty 
Term of Revised 

Settlement. 
years, and engagements to this cffect haw 

been taken from every village community. I do not an- 

ticipate, in any part of the district, not even in Kooloo, any cx- 

tensive reclamation of waste land, which would render a shorter 

period advisable. Whereas by fixing one term, there is a gcn- 

crnl uniformity in the Settlement proceedings throughout the &S- 

trict. In the Kangra Perguoa, there is no available land to 

redeem. In Noorpoor there is greater scope for improrwnents, 

but there is not sufficient waste to materially derange the village 

assessments, or to render a revision necessary before the espira- 

tion of the twenty years. The same remark applies t.o Huree- 

poor and Nadown, and even to Kooloo, where, undoubtedly, 

there is a greater p~vportion ofculturable Innd, than in an!r other 

portion of the district. For ir: must Le remembered, that thew 

Hills haw bcen illliabitecl from t i l l l~  immemorial. Thcre is nn- 

Y U  
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turally in such a Country, only a small proportion of the super- 
l 

ficial area capable of culture. All such spots have been long 

siilce selected and reclaimed. Nothing is left now, but the 

precipitous sides of Hills, frequently encumbered with forest and 

brushwood, ~vliich must be first clearecl, before the plough or spade 

can he introduced. Such lands hold out but little promise, and 

often ~-ic-lil spontaneously morc valuable prodnce than coulil be 

raised l>y artificial cultivation. At  the present prices of grain, no 

one wonld uncicrtake to reclaim them, and I do not anticipate, 

even in liooloo, tllat any material ailclition will be made to tlie 

c~iiltivatccl arca by the breaking up of new soil. On the otlier 

haiiil, tllc l ~ e o ~ l e  werc lliost anxious for a twenty years' lease, 

;~nd  were clelighted when I took engagements, subject of course 

to confirmation, from them. The assurance of long leases has 

given a great sti~nlllus to agricultural enterprize. Lands are 

sedulously cultivated, and lnacle to bear two crops, where onc 

only had bccn previously raised. New water-cuts llave teen 

projectecl and csecuted, and tlie cultivation of t l ~ c  superior 

Iiincls of l~rodi~ce, cspecinlly of Sup--cane, lins been largely 

l~roinotecl. Tlie people are accuiliulating stock, and nltliough a 

twenty years' lease may postpone for a few years, the adcli- 

tional revenue wliick Govci-nmcilt inay expect to obtain, yet 

this forbearance will bc more tllnii repaid by tlie increased 

resources and prosperity of tlle people, whicll tlle term of t ~ \ ~ e n -  

ty p a r s  mill establisll upon ~~erinancnt  founcintions. 

405.-After the assess~nents were definitely fixed arid pub- 

. I ] - ~ I ~ I ~ I ~ ~ I I I V I I ~  LII' 
lihlicd, I 1)1.occcclccl to nppoint fit ancl proper 
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,It tlle surumal-y scttlcment, 110 hlvcstigntion liad of course becl, 

llelrl into the rights of those illdividuals iYho had come for~vsrd 

to cngage for the Govelllivent revenue. At tliat time our s ~ s -  

tcln and practice nrcrc but little miclerstoud. \VC were snlstitu- 

ting a foreign for a native Govcnlmcnt, ancl j11 scvcral ilistanccs, 

the best 11leil of the couununity, ~b-ho, fur many generations, Lad 

Ic(1 the village councils, hesitated to incur a rcsponsilility of 

which they did not know the extent. Tlicir pl:lccs were taltcn 

fbr tlle noncc, by otliers of inferior cllaractcr, who llacl less to lose, 

and to 11-11orn the remuneration off ercd was sufficient indclunity. 

Gradually, howevcr, as our system'uecaine derelopcil, ancl thc pco- 

ple wcrc assurcd that so long as thc dnty nTas honestly discharg- 

ed, they had notlJng to fear, the foriller Office bearers, who had 

held aloof at thc sun~mar~-  scttlcmcnt, bccallle anxious to recover 

their old position, and others ivho had never enjoyed the honor, 

but saw the emoluments and station it conferrecl, Lccaine also 

desirous to coruyete. 

406.-The ordinary method of appoiuting Lumberdars, 

and one wJlich recom~ncilds itself to us from its 
Popular election 

not trurtwortl~y. 
analogy to our own system of election, is to take 

the suffrages of the community, alld to nominate any man who 

can comrnand a majority of votes. But, however plausible this 

plan may appear, it is not always safe to follow it. The hillpeo- 

ple are certainly not yet fitted for the exercise of the franchise. 

By disposition, they are simple, credulous and easily misled. 

Frequently, a designing canclidate, with proiuises to remit or levy 

only half of thc constituted charges, will succeed in attaching a 

large pnrtp to his standard 3 or the ~illnge co~~linunity, eager for 



change, or impatient of a resolute control, nil1 seek to set up 

some p ~ ~ p p e t  of their own. I n  all such cases, I considered it 

nracessrtry for the independence of the Office, and to guardagains t 

abuse of election, to make tlie people assign some reason for their 

discontent. I refused to listen to factious opposition. I foresaw 

that the peoplc woultl sooiz repent of their prcsent choice, and I 

preierred to act ~11011 my own dispassionate judgment, rather than 

yield to their temporary ccapr ice. 

407.-;it tlie same time, whenever the Lumberdar had 

mnrle liiinxclf justly unpopula~., or n~henel-c.r 
Cnllcr nhnt rlr- 

cunlbtnllces remop- 
cd. there was :L clnimnnt in the ~illngc, wit11 better 

hercclitary t,itle, I (lid not rcnture to resist the popular will. I 

required, Ilowerer, something Inore than ca mere tumultuous prc- 

ference for another man ; something to assure me, that thc choice 

was judicious, likely to promote the welfare of the village, and 

not tlie result of a spurious unanimity. 

408.-Altliough i t  is undoubtedly ndvisable, bofh for the va- 

lue of the Oflice, and for the maintenance 
liules for r c ~ r ~ l n -  

t h e  nuluber of 
1,urnbcrdnrs. of village order, to limit the number of head- 

men, yet there will arise occasions when the ivle must be aban- 

doned, if peace is to be preserved. Sometimes there will be trto 

antagonistic parties of different castes, each anxious to nomi- 

nate a cliief of their own. However small the revenue, it woultl 

not be politic, I thinL, to malie one party predominant bp appoint- 

ing only one lumberdnr. Tlie feud will be aggravated, and tlic 

rillage torn by iutcstiile disputes, whereas, if each sectioil is al- 

lowed to appoint a i~omillee of its own, thc balance will be rnnin- 
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tained, both parties will be conciliated, and tranquillity -rill p r e  

vail instead of discord. 

409.-Again, in a large community paying, for example, 

3,000 Rs. and having four or five sub-divisions, 
A reprcscutatirc 

for every Putee er- 
pcdicnt. i t  is ob~ious, for the prevention of disputes, that 

the village sllould either elect one lumberdar as representative 

of the entire body, or that each sub-division should appoint a 

chief of its own. In either case, the paramount object of vil- 

lage unity would be attained. I t  is unwise, I think, to bx an in- 

termediate number. Certain Putees will gain a predominance, 

andthe balance of thevillage constitution will be overthrown. By 

these simple rules, I revised the lists of existing lumberdars. I 

dismissed incompetent or unworthy men, filling the vacancies, if 

required, by others not obnoxious to the people, and yct not 

chosen entirely by their favor : and by these means I have orga- 

nised a body of village representatives, who bp their intelligence, 

probity, and influence, will prove of the greatest assistance to 

those who succeed me in the administration of this district. 

4 10.-I observed the same practice in appointing the vil- 

lage Putmarces. I took a r e  to provide, in the 
Appoir~tmcnt of 

rutn,arees. first instance, an efficient man. But once in- 

stalled, I refused to depose him on the idle clamour of the 

multitude. For it is essential to the respect and inde- 

pendence of the Ofice, that he be protected from frivolous 

complaints. Let misconduct be substantiated, and of course, I 

was ready not only to removc, but to punish, the delinquent. 

411.-Throughout the hills, there is a r ~ ~ d e  systom of rillage 

3 c 



918 KANGRA SETTI~EBIENT REPORT. 

Police, one of the ancient institutions of thc 
Villngc Policc. 

people. The incumbents are called Butw~ls" 

or Kironks." I n  former times, their duties were clliefly to as- 

semble koolees, and to provide forage and supplies to travellers. 

They also assisted the lumberdar in collecting the revenue, and 

executed any inessage with which he entrusted them. The office 

is considered hcreditary, and a11 the members of the family 

adopt the name. The Butmals and Kironks are of low birth, on 

the same social level as thc '' Chumar." They intermarry among 

themselves, and constitute, in fact, a separate race, just as the 

Sonar" or any other professiolld caste. They are remunerated 

by a fised proportion of grain upon every house, 
Duties and Emo- 

luments. 
generally five seers standard weight, and they 

also receive certain fees and perquisites at harvest time, and on 

festive occasions, such as births and marriages, within their ju- 

risdiction. The houses of the peasantry are so scattered, and 

crime generally is so rare, that the duties of the Village Police 

never include the watch and ward. Gncler our system they are 

required to report the occurrence of crime to the Taim, and to 

use their loml knowledge towards detectins offcnders and recov- 

ering stolen property. But their principal business remains as 

heretofore, to collect porters and supplies for travellers, and to 

discharge ally particular duty which the lumberdar may assign to 

them. In every village there are one or more of these useful 

functionaries, according to the size of the area, and the amount 

of the general income. I have maintained this class, eycn 

to their names, just as I found them. In  some villages, I m+ 

dified the duties and increased the emoluments to suit our 
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mode of procedure, but I took care to disturb, ae little 

as possible, existing arrangements. This Village Police L 

eraeedingly popular, and efficient. Tllcrc is no man Inore 

alcrt, more uscful, or nlorc ubiquitous than thc llulllble But- 

wA1. IIc is always ready to cscort the traveller to tllc halting 

plncc, to relicvc his koolees, to point out the ford, and to give 

any local informa~ion required of him ; among thc villagers 

thcrnsclvcs he is a nlan of soinc importance. His call for la- 

bour, either for public or privatc pui-poses, cannot bc evaded. 

He sui-nmons and leads them to the repair of a canal, or as 

beaters for a battue, and he tells them off, without respect of 

persons, to thc less agrcenble duty of 'L begir " or porter labour. 

In  some vcry few instances, where there was a sufficient num- 

ber of shops, I appointed a chokeedar for thcir protection, 

and his wages were entircly paid by thc  hop-kccpcrs. The agri- 

cultural classes had only to maintain their hereditary Butw 1. 

412.-It may be interesting to state the average amount of 

salary enjoyed by each Lunlberdar and Putwtl- 
Average Pny of 

village Office-bear- 
ers. ree. I endeavoured always to assign to each 

man, such extent of jurisdiction as should yicld him a decent 

maintenance. With regard to lurnberdars, I was limited, of 

coursc, by tllc size of the villages, and as evcry village, ko\\yevcr 

small, 11lust have a lumberdar, and it ~vas not usual to placc two 

villages mldcr the cllarge of one officer, the average cnloluments 

of this class will appcnr rather low. I was not rcstrictcd by 

the same necessity in the appoiutmeilt of PutwArecs. Hcre 

I was at liberty to apportion out the district into fiscal circuits, 

of wllntcvcr sizc I pleascd, conseqnc.ntly, thcir wages will eshi- 
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bit r respectable average quite sufficient to secure the s e r ~ c e s  

af m educated man. -The following tttblc will shew the detailed 

srrwngernents in every perguna :- 

Evcry lumberdar has, thcrcfore, on an aycrag(., n jurisclic- 

tion paying 763 Rs. of ycarly rcvcnuc, and yielding emolmncnts 

worth 38 Rs. per annnm. Each putwarec has an avcrnge salary 

of 93 Re., or nearly eight rupees a month, ancl kecps tho 

accounts of a circuit p y i n g  nbout 4,174 rupees. Theso 

nllownnces are considered very goor1 for tlic hills. The nppoint- 

mmte are much covetcd, and the dutics are vcry efficiently pcr- 

formd. 

413.-The ssscssmcnts being fixccl, and thc office-bearers of 

tlic community duly appointed, the pcople were 
Bcttlem e n t r e- 

Distribution dismissed to their homes. Before dispersing, first lett to the peo- 
111~.  

they were told to assemblc on an early date, 

at the call of the 1umbel.dnr and putmnree, to discuss their rcs- 

pective accounts. They were left unmoleeted for n period of 

one or two monthe, and if the community could agree to distri- 

bute the Government Revcnue among themselves, tllc task of 

the Tckseelclar was limited to attesting the distribution prcvi- 
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ol~sly prepared, and to making an Oordoo tmscnipt of the vil- 

lage " khewut," or record of individual liabilities as ad+ted 

by themsclres. 

414.-But soch unanimity did not oftcn occur. The peo- 

plc mere quite incspcrienced, and moreover there would arise 

difficult questions which could not be overcome in village debate. 

The whole business of distribution was then reserved till the 

coming of the Tehseeldar. 

41 5.-To the Tehseeldar was entrusted tlle entire super- 

intendence of preparing the Settlement re- 
Snpervisi o n o f 

Teliseeldar. 
cords. Every preceding process of the Set- 

tlement had been effected with his knowledge and assistance. 

I-Ie was allowed as many extra writers, (on salaries of 18 or 20 

rupees a month) as he could profitably employ, and their wages, 

togethcr with the cost of stationcry, were entered monthly in a 

Settlelueilt Contingent bill. The Tehseeldar was required to 

visit, in succession, cvery village, tcsting the distribution and 

rules for future administration, which the people had adopted 

by previous conscnt ; or, as occurred in the majority of cases, 

himself to take the initiative, to teach, suggest, persuade, and 

arbitrate. 

41 6.-I have nlcntioned that the tcnures in tllc hills are of a 

TIill tcni~rcs sim- 
remarkably simple character. The State was 

plc. 
tllc ncknowledged proprietor, andlevied its rents, 

in money, or in kind, ~ccording to its exigencies or its pleasure. 

The right of the people was simply the light to cultivate. Thero 

was no interrncdiate class to intercept the camings of industry, 

or to appropriate a share of tllc public revenue. All that was not 

3 D 



required for the ssubsistence of the cultivator, went direct into 

the Government Tren~ury. 

41 7.-Under our rulc, t11e people have become, virtually, 

the proprietors of their own holdings. But 
The ruords tonne- 
, qaently simple. there are still no cornl)les no pi-ivilcgcd 

c.lsss. All are on the same level, and conecqlicntly the Scttle- 

ment recorcls werc simple and straigllt-forward. The chief 

sources of disputc were about tlie occupation of land, and the 

rel~tive fertility of fields, requiring different degrecs of assess- 

mcnt. 

4 18.-After reaching the spot, and assenlbling the cultiva- 

tors, the Teheeeldar's first act was to appoint a 
Tehseeldar assisted 

by a Jury. council, or quorum of village worthies, taken 

from the neighbourhoad, intimately acquainted with the history 

of the village, thecharacter, condition, and resources of each culti- 

vatof.. The Catitt wad held in the open air, under the shade of 

venerable treee, which abound in the IIills. Any body was free 

to come and go at his pleasure, and as the proceedings werc no- 

vel and of great rurtll interest, there was always a crowded at- 

tendance. 

419.-111 the HilLq, every Dlonza or Tomnsllip usually 

Distributionof Juma 
container several Teek~s" or suborclinate ham- 

over " Teekea." 
leb. Tliese again arc subdivided into single 

lioldings. The fist process was to distribute the juma of t l ~ e  

t o m ~ h i p  over tlle constituent 'l Teekas," and as this inenvllre 

dependrd on general considcrationa, not immediately affecting 

individual interests, the dietribution was asscnted to, without 

much o~)position. 
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420.-The red struggle commenced in adjustisg the pay- 

ments of single holdings. Certain rrttes were Sub-division on sin- 
gle holdings. 

selected for land yielding double crops, or sin- 

gle crops, or only an occasional crop, and these rates were ap- 

plied to the proportions of land belonging to each class of soil, 

as recorded at the time of meaeurcment. The process was 

then brought home to each man's perceptions, and voices would 

grow uproarious in discussing and comparing respective ac- 

counts, or in prefcrring energetic remonstrance. There were ma- 

ny nlen who by favor, or neglect, had been previously under- 

assessed. There were others who impugned the accuracy of 

the ineasurcment, and a third, while assenting to the quantity, 

declared his land to be of such inferior quality as to requhe 

special consideration. 

481.-All thesc dissentients had to be head,  appeased and 

convinced. 'fieir colnplaints mere brought 
Mode of redrern- 

ing complainte. 
in succession before the Tehseeldar and his 

July. The proceedings were oral, and after a little alterca- 

tion, the 1llajorit.y of the recusants mere silenced by the ar- 

gumcnts or ridicule of their neighbours. But there were 

others \vho would not be so caeily driven from their ground 

of resistance. Nothing would satisfy them, but a re-measure- 

inent, or a personnl exainination of the soil, and frequently 

the Co~wt mould adjouin to tho fields of the dissentient cultiva- 

tor, and ascertain at once the validity of hie objections. If 

they were really well-founded, he received redress. But if he 

liad given all this troublc out of slicer obstinacy aud vice, 
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it became necessary, to deter othel-S, and prevent causeless de- 

lay, to levy n small fine. 

432.-It would bc tedialu to detail the variety and num- 

ber of cases which present tliemselves for ad- 
Generd character 

of complaints. 
justmcnt, at the time of preparing the a IChe- 

wnt" ; nor is it possible for any one m110 has not witnessed the  

scene, to conceive the noise and apparent confusion that pre- 

vail. As the greater the fermentation, the sounder the wine, 

so the wider the license given to mangling ancl discussion, the 

better the security for an equitable rlistribution of the Govern- 

illcilt revenue. 

423.-Frcqucntly, parties out of possession, would sue for 

the rec.oveiy of their land, or families who had lived unitecl., 

wo~zld be anxious to divide, each member in future to mailage 

for himself. Until such cases were decided, the preparation of 

the papers was necessarily postponcd ; a i d  l accordingly autho- 

rized thc Tellseelclar, assisted by his council, to investigate these 

cases also. 

424.-With their friends and rclativcs, spectators, with 

the knowledge that an important measure was 
Satisfactory mode 

of adjustmcut. in progress, exclusion from which left no hope 

to the future, men'sininds were inclined to a righteous judgment. 

The bitterness of dispute as ilisplaycd in a regular Court, was sel- 

dom evincccl ; concession ancl conciliation were the orrler of the 

day, and cases were disposecl of with a rapidity and sat,isfaction 

rarely attained under ordinary circumstances. 
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425.-Of sllch cascs, t l ~ c  Tc!lisecldnr prepared n report, 

separate for each case, scttiirg fortl~, in a fc~v 
Manner or record- 

ing complainte. 
brief sentences, the inntter in dirpute and tlie 

decision arrived at. Tllrse dt~is ions were signed 1)y tllc T~.li- 

seeldar and llis council. Tlle reports were tlieii despatcllcd to 

me and examined. Those bclong-ing to one village, were bound 

"1' togetther, and elltitled a Detail of .cases preferred and sum- 

lllarily acljusted in such a ~i l lnge,  at  the tiine of t l ~ c  kllewut." 

In this form they stand aillong the district rccorila, and l~rescnt 

facilities for future reference. 

42G.-Sometimes, but not often, an appeal was preferred 

to me against tlie proceedings of tlie Tehscel- 
Appeals. 

dar, and I invcstigatcd tlic cnhc 1)crsonnll~-, or 

deputed the Extra Assistant. A case was very rarcly, I may al- 

most say never, carried to the Court of tlie Cornniissioncr. I 

ascribe this fact, partly to tlle implicit obedience yielded by the 

hill people to tlicir district officer, ancl partly, I may venturct 

to say, to the popular manner of adjustment. 

437.-Bordering on thc plains, thc temues bccamc Inore 

intricate, and ass~~mcd tllc coniplcsio~~ of direct 
lntricnte tenures 

lieat the plains. prolxietary right. 111 :ucll illstxii ces the pri- 

Inary clirisions ofl)roprietora, ancl non-propric4ors were genernl- 

ly well dcfincd. The lattcr class paid rents ill liinrl, at easy 

rates, a113 the profit aiid loss, aftcr liclnidatiug tlie Government 

~-evenne, rcstrd wit11 tllc body of prol~ic~tors, according to rccng- 

428.-The most prolific source of quarrel in such cases, 

3 E 



arises from the practice of holdir~g t l ~ c  estate in 
Shnmili~t,  or lnnda 

held in c o ~ u ~ u o r ~ .  couiinoil ; tlie lands are not clividcd off alllong 

thc proprietary, according to tlic,ir hereditary slinrcs, or by any 

otlier specific riile, but the rents are taben and collcctcd toge- 

ther, anci only the ilct procecds clistributecl to tlic shareholders. 

There is obviously mucli room for eiiibezzlelncnt ancl fraud in 

s ~ ~ c l i  n pmctice. Iuflucntial pro1,rietors obtain n lion's share, 

and the weaker brcthrcn arc obliged to suibmit to diminisllcd 

returns. Whcncvel., therefore, I saw an opportunity, I insister1 on a 

partition of the estate accorcling to the number of sliarcs. Every 

inch of lxofitablc ground II-:LS divicled ancl allotted to one or 

other of tlie co-l)artiiers. I igiiorcd, as far as my mcans ~vonlcl 

nllom, tlie very nrullc of " ShnmilAt." For expel.iciice has assurecl 

me, tliat the srnnllcst portion left in cormnon will act ~s n fire- 

brand in the  illa age. I t  is surc to lead to ~sscns ion ,  and fol-ins, 

RS it were, a rallying poiilt for tlie discontentccl and litigious to 

gat11cr r01111cl. 

4.39.-TLc cllicf ]>rotcction ~er~uisi tc  fur the interest of the 

lion-lwolwictary class, is to establish clearly tlie 
R e n t S l ev in l~ le  

frcnn nou. pro111 ie- 
tnry class. rates of rent, \\-lictl~er in ii~oiley or 1;incl. I t  is 

the want of precision, 11-Ilicli pro\-olces abuse. l l y  object was to 

iis n scale which should not be liable to cloubt. 3ly rates mcrc 

clc.vi~cd with consent of both l~nrtics, anct wcrc so frarnccl as to 

inc1u:lc. all cl~wges. Xotlling lcft au11Liguous to aflorcl n lxr- 

tcst fur fi~rt!~cr cxtol.tiun, ancl in tlie rccorcl, it was sl~ecificnlly 

st:~tcd, that unilcr no circnmstnnccs had tlic 1)roprietor autllority 

to !cvy any nclditional itcm. 

420.-The 1)racticc of dividing thc nctl~al l)roduce, or 



' L  13utace," was generally diseotuaged. It is Objection8 agaiod 
Butsee." 

open to p e a t  itl~use, either by the proprietor 

or tile tenant. Tllc proprietor has it in his power, by postpon- 

ing the division of the minnowccl grain, to ruin an obnoxious cnl- 

tivator. The delay is nothing to h i~u ,  whereas it is ~tairntion 

to the tenant depending upon the harvest for his daily food. 

Again, to the cultivator, tLe practice affords Illany opportunities 

for pilfering the grain, ancl tllus di~uiriisl~ing t l ~ c  land-lorci's 

share. I n  cutting, carrying and miunon~ing, he mauagefi to 

abstract infinitesimal portioils of the cornillon crop. 

43 I.  -The most effective and popular method, equally fair 

to both pnrtie~, is to appraise the standing crop 
Preference given to 

Kun or appraieement. 
(callcd Kuil ") by two asse.ssors, one cho- 

sen by the proprietor, the other by the tenants. The product 

of the entire field is rougl~ly estimated, the assess~ncnt tvritteii 

down, ancl all interference is a t  an cnd. The Asllnee cuts 

and carries his crop at his leisure, and when his corn is winnom- 

ed, he delivers the quota assessed as rent to his landlord. There 

is no room eitlier for extortion or fraud. 

438.-There is only one other paper tvllich requires notice 

at  iny hands, ancl that is tlie Ikrarilanla or nd- 
Administra t i 0 n 

paper. nlinistration record. Tlie people &cl not, a t  

first, eoinprcliend tlie object and ad\-nntngc of this document, 

and I tool; tllc utmost pains to cxplain its purpose, in language 

suited to their habits ~ i l i l  idens. I informed themtliat thcy were 

required to drav  t~p ,  fur their own gnidnnce, a cotLe of bye-laws 

relating to the pnylncnt of thc Covernlllcnt rcvcnne ; the ap- 

pointment of villn.ge officials, the distribution of n~iscellaneons 
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items of income and other matters of local hllportance. I rc- 

minded them that they already possessed rules which controlled 

and guided them in the various incidents of village life. The 

only difference between the past and present was, that I proposed 

to reduce these laws to a written form, and to render them permn- 

nent, insteat1 of oral aiid traditionav. JYhen once the people 

perceived the object, they readily cntered into its spirit. I in- 

structed the Tellseeldars to avoid making the paper, a servile 

copy after an approved exemplar ; at the same time it rras not 

expected that the pcople should clictntc tlieir own lan~s, wit11 

l~recision and order. I -~v,zs obligecl to prescribe tlle heads, anrl to 

elicit information by clueries and suggestions ; but I enjoined the 

Teliseeldar to write down the actual practice, as observed in the 

village, and not to fill up details after liis own imagination. By 

thcse means, I carefully compiled my records, and I believe, they 

represent the genuine and unadulterated sentimcnts of the com- 

munity. 

433.-l'ith the Settleillent rccords of cvcry village, I ap- 

pendcil a nominal list of all thc residents, wit11 
Syatem of forced 

labor or BegPr. 
a detail of the nature and extent of Begir" 

or forced labour, they were required to give. I t  is well known, 

that in the hills, wheeled conveyances do not exist. The im- 

ports and esports of the country, its social wants, and surplus 

l)rodnce, are carried entirely on the Laclrs of camels, nlules or 

l~ullocks, tlie pro1)erty of n class which earns its subsistcncc by 

this carrying trade. For ordinary purposes, however, for thc 

trailsport, for instance, of travellers' baggage, or for convcyiiig un- 

wieldy nrticleg, suck as timber for public puil)oses, human lnbor 



alone is available. By this ncccssity of the cauntry, a custom 

has grown up, porrsessing the sanction of great antiquity, that sU 

dassesmhocultivatc thesoil, are bounrl to give ny, as a condibionof 

the tenure, aportion of their labour for tlle exigencies of Govein. 

ment. Under former dynasties, the people were regularly draft- 

ed and sent to work out their period of servitude, wherever tlle 

Government might please to appoint. So inveterate had tha 

practice become that even artizans, =md othcr classes unconnect- 

ed with the soil, wcre obliged to devote a portion of their time to 

the public service. The people, by long prescription, have como 

to regard tlGs obligation as one of tlie normal conditions of 

existence ; and so long PS it is kept within legitimate bounds, they 

are content to render this duty with cheerfulness and prompti- 

tude. Certain classes, such as the privileged Branlin and Raj- 

poet, uncontaminated by the plough, were always exempt, and 

the burden fell principally upon tkc strictly-agric~dtwal tribes. 

Different grada- 
Even among these races, there are gradations 

tiona of Begir. 
of bcgir we11 recognized, and which for tho 

convenience of the people, i t  wasl necessary to dcfine. The 

'meancst and most onerous speciee of forced labour was to 

carry loads, pund begir." Thosc agriculturnl clnsscs that do 

bot wear the juneo" or tllrcad of caste, arc all 1i:lblc to tliis obli- 

gation. A lighter description of" begfir" n.as terlllccl L' SatLa- 

huk," and consisted in carrying mcssngcs, or letterg, or any l>ixrccl 

1v1Jch could be mnveycd by the hand. The hlfilincnt of thisdu- 

ty implied no degradation, and involved no great sacrifice of per- 

soiinl eonlfgrt ; it was therefore, reserved as the special province of 

those classes, who, although occupicd in ;~griculturc., were privi- 

P F 
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leged to wear the ' L  juneo." A third species of begAr was to 

provide wood and p a s s  for camps, andunder former Governments 

this labour dcrolved upon Chumars and other out-cast tribes, 

whose supposed impurity alone saved them from carrying loads. 

The people are very tenacious of these distinctions. The no- 

velty of our rule, and our natural ignorance of these gradations, 

,deprived thcm, at first, of the opl~ortunity of remonstrance when- 

ever these limits were transgressed. But now it is a common 

complaint that the petitioner is a Sutbahuk, and not obnoxious 

t o  the heavicr conditions of 'L Begfir". The difficulty of deal- 

ing with thesc complaints, and the facilities afforded by the Set- 

tlement for compiling an accurate register, induced me to draw 

up rr nominal list of all the residents in the village, shewing those 

who enjoyed absolute immunity, and those who mere subject, 

either wholly or partially, to the condition of BegAr." Hence- 

fonvard in case of dispute, a reference to this Register, which 

has been prepared in the village, with thc cognizance and CV- 

proval of the people themselves, mill decide tvhether the claim- 

ant is entitled to the partid cxemption of EL '' Sutbahuk," or 

bound to the full obligations of the " Pund BegAr." 

434.-Under the rule of our predecessors, i t  was not urr- 

Pprcial irnrnnni- 
usual to grant a special exerrrpticn in favor of 

ties Irow  give^^. 
individuals, who otherwise would be liable to 

this impost. Thc decd of immunity was mitten out ancl 

sealed by the Rnja or Sikh Gowrnor, just as grants are cse- 

euted for remitting rcrc-nue. Influential men would also pro- 

cnre remission of " Bcgsr" for their own tenants. And at the 

Scttlcment, wllcbnever a claim to exeu~ption was preferred, arld 



KAPI'ORA SETTLEMENT REPORT. 231 

supported by valid documents, I continued the privilege for 

life, and gare n written acknowledgment to this effect. The. 

lunlberdars of ~illnges, besides enjoying a personal immunity, 

frequently claim a similar indulgence for their own family and, 

dependents ; and, as the request was reasonable, adding indi . 

rectly to their position, I generally concurred. 

435.-The instalments fixed for payment of the Revcnue, 

necessai-ily vary, both in timc and proportiont3, 
Instal~nent f o r 

Goverumcnt reve- 
11UO. throughout thedistrict. Theearliest l>cricjcl, how-. 

cver, for paying the dcmand, on the Spring harvest, docs not com- 

mence before June, and the first instalment of the Autumn crop 

is not due till December. In  fixing the dates, I have give11 the 

people fidl leisure to disp'osc of thcir produce, and the Teseeldars 

are authorized to allow any additional pace,  so that the entire 

revenue is realized bcfore the closc of the official year. 

436.-I do not know that I have any tliing to add on the 

Concluding Re- 
subject of the Settlements. I commenced and 

marks. 
completed the task, in addition to my ordinary 

duties as District Officer. I was assistcd by one Deputy Collector, 

Raee Khooshmqt Race, and the Tehsccldars ofpergunas. I broke 

ground in 1850, and h ishcd ,  iiiclu(ling this rcport, Ly t l ~ c  close of 

1552. I worked, almost entirely, with the establishments nllow- 

cdfor carrying on the routine of the district. In  preparing 

the Settlement papers, T proceeded, leisurely, prefening to incur 

the charge of deIay, than to risk their accuracy by injudicious 

haste. For the last two years, I bavc watched the grnclual 

development of my measures wit11 anxious carc. From t h e  

to time, I have suppliecl omissions, or  reinectieci defects, a s  
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cspcrience lles dlewn them to exist, and now I corninit tlie 

rcsult of my labours to tlic indulgent scrutiny of my superi- 

ors. Notwithstandi~g all thc pains I have bestowed, and the 

g lmt  opportunities I have enjoyed, I feel that there are many 

details which might have been better exec,uted ; and many 

im~crfections which cannot now be removed. On the whole, 

bowever, I am not dissatisfied. The faults, such as they are, be- 

long rather to esecut,iorl than design, and will not impede tlie 

general success of the Settlements. In  practice, I think, they 

w.ill be found collsideratc towards the people, and at the salno 

time, careful of the interests of G ovcrninent. 

431.-The following is a Summary of the 
. Gcnernl Summa- 

ry of expences. 
expences of the Settlement :- 

Rs. As. P. 
l .-Outline Boundary maps for each township, 5,863 8 0 
2.-Field measurements, ................ 6,832 15 4 
3.-Settlement records, ......................... 7,436 G 8 

.............................. 4.-Fielcl registers, G44 7 9 
5.-Stationery and Rliscellaneous contingencies, 1,008 1 8 

- 
Total ....... 21,785 7 5 

438.-These oharges include every cxpence, and there is no, 

thing wanting to the ordinary details of settlement 
re- 

proceedings, except thetL Ehujruh" or Field map. 

In tlie irrigated valleys, which were measured by Ameens, these 

maps were prepared for every mouza. It is only in the unirri- 

gated uplnllds, which, from their rugged character, precluded the 

idea of a map, that this usual accompanilnent of settlement re- 

cords has not bccn made. But all the other papers are precisely 

the same as constitute elsewhere the Settlement '' hlisl." I haye 

not incltlded my own salary, lior that of my Deputy Collcetor. 
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These items belong, exclusirelp, to the district, mid are continued 

still, although the settlement is completed. They are not therc- 

fore chargeable to the Settlement. But every extraordinary ex- 

pense, from the wages of extra writers, to the consumptio~l of 

stationery, Iias been strictly entered in the above cletail, so that 

the entire cost of the Settlement, coinprizing an arca of several 

thousand square miles, and a revenue of near seven lalihs, was 

something less than 22,000 Rupees, or a b o ~ t  three per cent. 

439.-In effecting this important duty, I was most ably asaist- 

hcknorrledgementa 
ed by Raee I<hooshwuqt Raee, the Deputy Col- 

to  Ass~stants. 
lector. He  is an Officer of g r e ~ t  experience, 

extending orer a service of nearly forty years. As Tehseeldar 

in the Dehli territory, he had superintended every process of the 

Settlement, and applied his knowledge to originate and execute 

the same operations in this district. To his integrity, zeal, and 

intinlate acquaintance with Rcrenue subjects, I am under the 

deepest obligations, 1 am equally indebted to my Tehseeldars, 

Gopal Suhaee, of Nadown, Shamlnll, of Noorpoor, and Purja- 

Suhaee, of Kangra. The two first have been promoted to tlie 

office of Extra Assistant, for which their ability, de~otion to their 

duty, aild unimpeached honesty, eminently qualified them ; and 

lnstlj-, I desire to bring to the notice of superior autllority, bioon- 

shee Jiushee Ram, now Tehseeldar of Noorpoor, who, throughout 

tllcse responsible operations, filled the appointment of revenue 

Sherishtcdar, and dischargecl the duties with equal intelligence 

and ficlelity. 
(Eisued,) G. BARSES, 

Sett Zeilten t Oficer. 
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1111":UO. of T~'iyonni)refrical flciyAte ill Kangra, J Iooshc~n~poor ,  M u J J ~ ~ ~  0 1 , ~  

KOO~IIO,  g i i : c n b g  J .  dlttllrera~r, Esq., lut Aa'dhlnttt, Grand T ~ , ~ i ~ o ~ r o m c t r i c a ~  
S~~rcc~,r/. 

Places autl pointv ietereected. 
heights. 

---- 

Sola Singlli Port ~~lntform, . . . . . . . . . . .  Kangra. 

Iiotlchr Port, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ditto. 

Jonlngul.b Fort, xbovc Junla 3IookIiee, . . . . . .  ditto. 

liotiln or Kotln Port, Koorpoor Road ,... . . . . . .  1,151 ditto. 

Koorpoor Fort,'pampet wall of Rog staffl . . . . . .  ditto. 

Llnthee-lta.dhar, platfornl on Summit ,.., . . . . . .  

'l'~rngur11 Port, (top of wlrite toner), . . . . . . . .  1,305 1 CLumh. 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  Tiloltnath Fort, heinkluuk, 

Sl~npoor platform, Knngrn valley, . . . . . . . . .  

lialon 11. S., nenr l~igli road from.Arnb to Kangrn, ... 
Rililoo Fort, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Uajeepoor Fort, . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  

Budi R u J ,  white house top, . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Kotra l  Bahee Fort, Kotlelir, . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Una Dome, 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  Sidpoor Tower, Hureepoor, 

Sid, (near Xadolrn), . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Dabouri debi, 11. Station, Sekuudur nnnge, . . . . . .  

niarrradebi, Uill Station, Sekuudur Range, . . . . . .  

Patakal, Ilill Station, near road on ridge from Enngrn 

to bfundec, . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . .  Uungn, IIill Station, ditto, 

.. Lnngote, Hill Station, ridge above Geemn Salt Mines,. 

Jaugertilla, II. S., a mile west of BuLu-La-jote . . . . . . .  

Hateepoor, Old Fort, name ridge, . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Knngra. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ITooslccsrpoor. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

Ksngra. 

ditto. 

3lundce. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

Kocllou &L Mun- ( dee l$!. 

ditlo. . 

Kokan, 11. S., above Kokan villagu, . . . . . . . . .  

Pbugni, H. B., above B i i e r  village, . . . . . . . . .  

&ladanpoor, ditto, anme ridge. . . . . . . . . . . .  1 9,224 1 
Ii ooloo. 

dlttu. 

ditto. 

Sujnnpoor, Nsosoleu~m, olr Ueew, . . . . . . . .  j 2,022 1 Enn,crn. 
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1 
Sorues of places and points intersected. 

~lsaporce, Rerenl~e IIill station platform, . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . .  l'eer; Hill Temple, . . 

Jonla 3lookhee Templc, . . . . . . . . . . .  
Putcenr Port, ltcvenue Ilill stntiou, plntforlu,. . ... 

Cl~olnng-d~latu, Ilill station, . . . . . .  .., 

. . . . .  Knudidolru, Ilevenl~c liill station plntform, 

Dunarl~n bazar, (Hag on road tllrougl~ barnr!, . . . . . .  

Xigrota bazar, ditto ditto. . . . .  
lIansitilla lIill station, ... . . . . . . .  

... Chanderbantilla, Hill station, . . . . . . . .  

. . . .  Kanl~ynra Temple, . . . . . . . . .  

Jarait, Reverilie Hill station platform, . . . . . . .  
Suklo, Reveuue IIill statiou plntfornl, . . . . . . . . .  

1)eputy Commissioner's Rouse, Kangrn, . . . . .  
Knngra Bllaon, or Golden Temple, . . . . . . . . .  
Knr~gre Port, foot of Staff, . . . . . . . . . . .  
nhugsu Cantonment, foot of flng staff, . . . . . .  

31nj0r Perris's house, top of roof, . . . . . . . . .  

Nr. Barnes's I~ouse, (floor of Verandah,) . . . . . .  
Dliurmsnln, Revenue Iiiil station ~~latforrn, . . . . . .  
Ratrogiri Port, (old,) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Debidliar Oltl Fort, . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Beeas river, near Lambagaon, . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Eijcnatl~ Temple, Rnjgeeree, . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Aiju Fo:t, liighest buildiug, . . . . . . . . .  
Knmla Fort, liill Temple . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Chalutrahattee, on high rond, . . . . . . . . .  
Gums village, above Salt Mines,. . . . . . . . .  
Tuog liill temple (near old Fort,') . . . . . . .  
Sl~ikareo debi, . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
3Iundee Temple, on Bcens River, . . . . . . .  
Baira, bill Fort, . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Scrtiba, llill station, . . . . . . . . . . .  
fiiunce, old Vcrt, . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Ueig11t~ 
above Pea 

Level. 

Feet. 

4,625 

0,545 

1.958 

4,596 

!) ,W 

3,141 

3,973 

9,891 

10,256 

9,01;2 

4,742 

3,650 

3,513 

2,773 

2,574 

4,491 

4,133 

G,lSG 

4,876 

9,280 

10,324 

9.59Y 

1,583 

3,412 

4,967 

4,560 
I 

3,938 

5,193 

9,895 

11,135 

2,557 

3,554 

!),do6 

9,025 
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Xames of places and pointe intersectcd. 

-. -- 
l 

Tiunee, old Fort, . . . . . . . . . .  ... 

Danaird Palace, Sulthet, . . . . . . . .  ... 
T o r n  of Gulibet, . . . . . .  . .  .. ... 
Sultnnpoor, Dewankhana Dome,. . . . . .  ... 
Deotibn, Snowy Peak, . . . . . . . .  ... 
S. Snony Peak, . . . . . .  . . . . .  

(Compared) 

(Signed,) J. ~ I U L I I I T H A K ,  

Senr., 1st Class Asst. G. T. S. 

(Signed,) C. BARXES, 

Settlement Oficer, Kangra. 

&hra Dhooa, 11th Sq~tr.,  1S50. 

f i l l .  

4,149 

B. Snowy Peak, (aniru-kn-jote), . . . . . . . .  

1'. Snowy Peak, (Thamser-ka jote,) . . . .  ... 

B. Snowy Peak (highest of cluster near Dandle,) ... 

A. Snowy Peak (above Rajair village,) . . . . . . . . .  

Jangertilla, (West of Bubu-La-jote,) ... . . . . . .  

Delaspoor. 

3,285 

3,O 10 

4,11$ 

90,477 

15,183 

Sulibct. 

Ditto. 

Kooloo. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

''$lo3 

16,723 

15,,5i 

14,176 

( Kooloo &Cllam- 
-( ba boundary. 

Ditto. 

-( Rangrn& Chum- 
( lir bol~ndary. 

Ditto. 

l ],L- ,, J l<oo!oo R: JIun- 

I 1 dee boundary. 
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